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RAYMOND L. MUNCY SCHOLARSHIP
An Academic Scholarship for Undergraduate Students of History
The Raymond L. Muncy Scholarship is a one-time financial award
for those undergraduate students at Harding University majoring in
History who demonstrate exceptional scholarship, research, and
Christian character. The scholarship was created to honor the late
Raymond L. Muncy, Chairman of the Department of History and
Social Sciences from 1965-1993. His teaching, mentoring, and
scholarship modeled the best in Christian education. Applied
toward tuition, the award is granted over the span of a single
academic year. The award is presented annually at the Department
of History and Political Science Banquet.

Primary Award Winner
The Making of the Buffalo: America's
First National River
by Ty Galyan

Secondary Award Winner
Dante's Effect on Literature: Using
the Inferno as a Political Weapon
by Scott Cravens
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EDITOR’S NOTE
Some of my favorite childhood memories are from
exploring basements and attics. I loved going through my
grandma’s paraphernalia and discovering old family pictures and
souvenirs. I unearthed embarrassing photos of my dad when he
was a kid, and my grandma always had a healthy supply of photo
albums for me to pore over. I enjoyed reading old newspaper
clippings, cookbooks, magazines—just about anything I could get
my hands on. The Reminisce magazines were a personal favorite. I
fell in love with the stories they contained: romances and
weddings, wars and coming-of-age, the Great Depression, recipes,
and more. There’s something special about exploring history in
such an intimate way. From stuffed animals to swords, cookbooks
to trophies, every item has a story, and these are the stories that
made me fall in love with history.
In this year’s eighth edition of Tenor of Our Times, we
replicated the sensation of exploring an attic. This concept is
reflected in our cover art, which incorporates elements of each
section of the journal into its design. We invite you to explore this
virtual attic with us and learn about Christine Darden and NASA,
food and culture, war and diplomacy, literature and its influence.
I am delighted to present you with Volume VIII of Tenor of
Our Times. Our hope is that it will encourage you to keep
exploring. What’s in your attic?

Makyra Williamson

4

5

HIDDEN FIGURES FEATURE

Articles
Christine Darden: Hidden No Longer
by Makyra Williamson
Hidden Figures Review
by Stanton Pruitt
Image courtesy of NASA
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christine_Darden.jpg), "Christine
Darden," marked as public domain.
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CHRISTINE DARDEN: HIDDEN NO LONGER
By Makyra Williamson
Dr. Christine Darden, NASA mathematician, overcomer, and
education reform advocate, visited Harding University in February to
share her story. Besides her successful career at NASA, Darden’s claim
to fame is the book Hidden Figures: The Untold True Story of the Black
Women who Helped Win the Space Race. It was popularized by the 2016
movie, the plot of which circulates around the three women who came
before Christine Darden: Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, and
Katherine Johnson. Dorothy Vaughan started at NASA (then NACA) in
1943. Mary Jackson and Katherine Johnson began working there in 1951
and 1953, respectively. They paved the way for Darden’s career at
NASA, which began in 1967, two years before the moon landing.
Christine Darden’s career was built “On Their Shoulders,” as she titled
her speech at Harding.
Dr. Darden got her undergraduate degree in mathematics at
Hampton Institute and went on to teach high school math for a couple of
years before continuing her education with an M.S. at Virginia State and
eventually earning a PhD in engineering from George Washington
University. Dr. Darden began working at NASA in 1967 as a data
analyst, also known as a “computer.” While working there, Darden
noticed that men were funneled into engineering jobs while women were
sent into computing. Not satisfied to stand by, Darden went over her
supervisor’s head to the director to ask why this was happening. The risk
paid off, and Darden was transferred to engineering, where she had a
lengthy career working on the sonic boom project. NASA has awarded
her two medals in recognition of her accomplishments, and she has also
received the Women in STEM Lifetime Achievements Award.
Even in retirement, Darden is a woman on a mission. She speaks
passionately about education reform, a topic near and dear to her heart.
Her undergraduate degree is in math education, and Darden spent a few
9
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years teaching high school math. And although she may have stopped
teaching, Darden has never stopped being an educator.
During her career, Darden worked with the National Technical
Association, providing SAT tutoring, math contests, technical talk
competitions, and more. Darden is especially proud of the technical talk
experience the program provided. When she found herself giving
presentations about the sonic boom project at NASA, Darden started
doing Toastmasters to bolster her public speaking skills. It prepared her
for answering questions, “almost like the politicians.” In addition,
Darden has used her speaking experience to educate students about
career opportunities at NASA, and she uses her platform today to call for
educational reform as she shares her journey.
Why is Darden so passionate about education? Part of the answer
lies in her own academic path. One of the obstacles she faced was a lack
of access to upper level math classes in high school. Darden decided she
wanted to be a mathematician, but she had to play a lot of catch-up in
college. One semester, she took two advanced math classes during the
same period: she attended Advanced Calculus and just read for the other
class, only going in on test days. Her diligence paid off.
Another reason Darden is passionate about education is because
she is passionate about our country. She believes that healthy democracy
rests on a healthy educational system; she wants well-educated citizens.
In addition, Darden is concerned that the United States isn’t keeping up
with the rest of the world, especially considering the implications of
asteroid mining and the technological advances being made by other
countries. Darden believes that “it is important for our young people and
our young minds to be in those areas [STEM] and develop.” She mourns
the fact that the United States is outsourcing technological jobs, asking
students, “Are you all saying that those students are smarter than you
are?” Darden believes that students have to challenge themselves in their
coursework in order to grow intellectually. She even has a formula for
success: P4. It stands for perceive, plan, prepare, persist. It’s the path that
Darden followed in her own career, and the one she recommends to
10
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students. She perceived herself as a mathematician, planned and prepared
for her career, and persisted until she succeeded.
So, what exactly needs to change? Darden points to underpaid
and undervalued teachers and calls for the public to rise up in support for
teachers and the educational system. And rather than scripted teaching,
she believes that teachers should incorporate real-life application into the
classroom. That’s what helped Darden fall in love with math, and she
wants children today to have that same opportunity. However, to do that,
we need to keep quality teachers in the classroom. Darden believes the
system needs to be changed so that it attracts high caliber teachers.
Finally, Darden wants parents to invest in their children’s education and
calls for “the union of parents” to rise up. Teachers need support, and
“it’s going to take the country to do that.” How can we help the next
generation stand on our shoulders?
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HIDDEN FIGURES REVIEW
By Stanton Pruitt
“Every time we have a chance to move ahead, they move the
finish line.”
Hidden Figures, directed by Theodore Melfi, is a bio-drama
about three courageous African-American women breaking social
barriers in the dynamic field of space travel in the 1960s. It is loosely
based off the book, Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the
Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the
Space Race, by Margot Lee Shetterly. It is a heartwarming, albeit
predictable, celebration of genius, individualism, and courage. Melfi and
Allison Schroede adapted the book into a screenplay that takes some
considerable liberties with the source material. The message of the movie
is conveyed with force, however, despite some historical inaccuracies
and narrative flaws.
Melfi invites us to a world that has very different animosities
than what we struggle with today. The conflict in this time period is
fascinating. Period accurate race relations, gender role stereotypes, and
Russian tension adds significant heft and variance in the storyline. The
setting really does place the audience into a time where women and
“colored” people were treated very differently, and it is believable from
start to finish. Langley, Virginia is vibrant and presented with a great
attention to detail. Accents, clothing, cars, and church services are all
detailed accurately according to era and location, and delightfully so. The
look and feel of the film is obviously modern, but with a retro setting.
Pharell Williams matches this tone by bringing us a delightfully
energetic soundtrack. Retro wave modern rhythm and blues is mixed
with 1960’s soul. The feature single, Running, punctuates the film
perfectly with story-relevant energy and vibe.
The cinematography is the biggest surprise in this relatively low
budget ($25 Million) film. Cinematographer Mandy Walker frames
13
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powerful moments with gusto and establishing shots with great care and
detail. It is unique due to its focus on symmetry and lighting. Dozens of
wide angle shots with a centered object or character are beautiful and
match the 1960’s aesthetic. Walker worked with the costume and
production team and used lighting techniques on 35 mm film to create a
“Kodachrome” look. It showcases the time-period-accurate style of the
rooms inside of NASA, and details vibrant sets for our characters to
operate in. I was almost taken aback by the depth of the camera work in
this biopic.
Taraji P. Henson plays Katherine Johnson, the main protagonist
in the film, and she is accompanied by Octavia Spencer as Dorothy
Vaugh and Janelle Monáe as Mary Jackson. Octavia Spencer was
nominated for the Best Supporting Actress Academy Award for her role.
These three women are undoubtedly the highlight of the film. Their
dialogue is buoyant and humorous, and they play off of each other
smoothly. The script is slightly corny, peppy, and sometimes powerful.
We could be simply observing a conversation between three best friends
in a few scenes. Henson stands out in some scenes as Katherine Johnson,
delivering some compelling speeches with passion. She carries the lead
role with confident capability and subtle charisma. Also excelling is
Kevin Costner, as fictional head of the Space Task Group at Langley
Research Center, Al Harrison. Costner is understated, slightly gruff, and
altogether likeable. His character provides much needed relief from the
rest of the men portrayed in the film, who seem to exclusively antagonize
our leads. Costner is an everyday hero in this story, and someone the
audience, and the main characters, can rally behind. The unbearable lead
engineer Paul Stafford, portrayed by the inches-from-unbearable Jim
Parsons, is flat. His character has very little depth, and his lines are
consistently weakly executed. He is the main antagonist, characterizing
both desperation to keep his job and overstated bigotry aimed at a
woman who exhibits exceptional intelligence. Other supporting cast
members include up and coming star Mahershala Ali, Kirsten Dunst, and
Glen Powell, who are all excellent.
14
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The story is split between our three “hidden figures” but focuses
on the promotion and subsequent achievements of Katherine Johnson.
Johnson is responsible for calculating launch coordinates and trajectory
for an Atlas rocket in the Space Task Group Headquarters, and she is met
with adversity in the form of bigotry. She uses the “colored” restroom a
quarter mile away and has to make her own “colored” coffee. Johnson’s
personal perseverance and progress in her hostile environment is
inspiring. Her relationship with Jim Johnson is also charming. The other
two hidden figures are compelling as well, but significantly less so.
Dorothy faces challenges with her female boss who denies her deserved
promotions, and Mary finds herself blocked by Virginia’s Jim Crow laws
from becoming a NASA engineer. These two storylines, while mildly
interesting, only restate the common themes of the movie twice more.
Both characters are fiery and dynamic, but their storylines slow the pace
of the film significantly.
The pacing and predictability of the film are its biggest flaws.
The message of the story is straightforward and well developed, but this
forces some extreme predictability, especially in the latter half. We know
that these women will experience hardships but will overcome them for
the sake of the plot. Melfi slips into extremely familiar territory but
manages to keep enough energy in the dialogue and characters that the
payoffs are still satisfying. It should also be mentioned that, if you know
any history involving the Space Race, the tension brought about by the
uncertainty of the safety of John Glenn should be negligible.
Melfi uses his artistic freedom to extrapolate some of the issues
that were prevalent in the true story of these figures. There is a sense of
exaggerated bigotry from almost every character in the film, which adds
to the oppressive nature of the protagonists’ plight, but takes away from
the actual historical accuracy of the real women the film is celebrating.
For instance, Al Harrison is a fictional character who never tore down
“colored restroom” signs, Katherine Jackson never actually walked to
another building to use the restroom, and Johnson did not have to receive
a court order to attend engineering school. These inaccuracies are
15
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partially forgivable, though, due to the overall theme of the film. I would
have appreciated a more understated, realistic approach to the social
prejudice in the culture at the time, because a fabrication of hostile plot
elements does not lend to the heroism of the real-life women.
Melfi has received backlash for establishing Harrison as a “white
knight.” Melfi is white, and has been targeted by some media outlets for
displaying a whitewashed version of the actual history. Melfi responded
to criticism by saying, “We're all humans. Any human can tell any
human's story. I don't want to have this conversation about black film or
white film anymore. I wanna have conversations about film.” This is, to
me, the purpose of the film. People and art should be judged based off of
merits. Anyone can break barriers, and make films about breaking
barriers, regardless of their race or situation.
Despite its superficial flaws, Hidden Figures is sharply poignant
and thoroughly moving. It celebrates the rewards of merit and ambition,
and highlights real heroes in a influential time period. This period is
fleshed out and lively, and most of the performances are consistently
compelling. Predictability and poor pacing weaken the narrative in the
latter half, but the script, acting, and camerawork keep the audience
engaged. Bravery is bravery, people are people, and cinema is cinema.
Barriers can and have been broken, and Hidden Figures goes to show
that a person’s measure has nothing to do with race or sex, but instead,
character, work ethic, and determination.
6.8/10
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CULTURE: THE GOOD, THE
BAD, AND THE UGLY

Articles

“Dominance”: The Story Of The Harding University Bowling Team
by Collin Barnett
Importing The American Dream: Japanese Hardware And Soft Power
by Kenneth S. Klein
The Thalidomide Tragedy And The United States
by Kaylee J. Rice
Demon Rum And A Dare: The Story Of How Prohibition Inspired Stock
Car Racing In The American South
by Brijana M. Paic
Image courtesy of Ann Cowan Dixon Archives & Special Collections, Brackett
Library, Harding University.
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“DOMINANCE”: THE STORY OF THE HARDING UNIVERSITY
BOWLING TEAM
By Collin Barnett
What if there was a college athletics team whose history was
relatively unknown, yet had the same elements of some of the most
famous teams in history? Though bowling might not be as popular as
other sports, the Harding University bowling team has a story filled
with peaks, valleys, and everything in between. This is the story of a
team, that through teamwork, individual dominance, and great
coaching reached levels of success that had never-before been seen in
the sport of bowling.
The first season of bowling for Harding University occurred in
the same year that the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference (AIC) first
sponsored bowling, 1963. Harding competed against six other AIC
schools in a “mail-o-graphic” format, meaning that each school would
bowl on their own during the week and send their scores in to the
conference at the end of the week, where the top five scores (out of
ten) were taken. 1 Although not known at the time of formation, the
‘Bison Keglers,’ another term for bowlers, 2 would reach heights neverbefore seen by any other AIC school in any sport. After finishing third
in the AIC in 1963, 3 the Keglers, comprised of the top intramural
bowlers from the fall, finished second in the AIC/District 17
tournament. This gave them a shot to go to the NAIA national
tournament in Kansas City, Missouri, marking the first time that any

1

“Harding Bowlers Compete by Mail,” The Harding Bison, February

21, 1963.
2
“Kegler,” Merriam-Webster, accessed April 25, 2018,
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/kegler.
3
“Harding Bowlers Place Third In State College Competition,” The
Harding Bison, April 11, 1963.
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Harding team competed in a national tournament. 4 At the national
championships, the Bison Keglers finished 26th overall with freshman
Larry Yurcho taking third place individually by averaging 197 pins,
only four behind first place.
Hoping to follow up the success from 1963, the 1964 team
was only able to place third in the AIC, missing the NAIA
Tournament; 5 however, the following year was when the success
really began. The 1965 Keglers won the AIC for the first time in an
absolutely dominating fashion, 6 setting records for total pins over a
season and for the highest team score for a single
week in AIC history. 7 The team also placed five men in the top ten
individually, including a second-place finish by Larry Yurcho. 8
Although they would miss the NAIA tournament, this team set the
standard for Harding in the AIC championships.
Following the lead of the 1965 team, the 1966 Keglers once
again dominated the AIC, finishing first for the second straight season
and smashing records set the year before for total pins (22,808) and for
team average (190 per person) while freshman Johnny Beck set the
AIC record for individuals with a 197 average. 9 However, the thing
that separated the 1966 team from previous years was national
success. The ’66 Keglers finished 6th in the NAIA tournament with

4

“Bowlers Take Second In AIC, Appear Headed for National,” The
Harding Bison, April 25, 1963.
5
Petit Jean (Searcy, AR: Harding University Yearbook, 1965), 209.
6
Larry Yurcho, “Bowlers Clinch AIC Championship,” The Harding
Bison, April 22, 1965.
7
Larry Yurcho, “Bowlers Set To Defend Crown,” The Harding Bison,
February 23, 1966.
8
Petit Jean (Searcy, AR: Harding University Yearbook, 1966), 99.
9
Larry Yurcho, “AIC Champs Face NAIA Test,” The Harding Bison,
April 20, 1966.
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Yurcho and Beck placing second nationally in doubles. 10 This was
quite an achievement but would only be a warm up for the teams that
followed. The 1967 bowling team won a third straight AIC title while
reaching new heights on the national level. 11 Along with placing 4th in
the NAIA tournament, the highest finish ever by any sports team from
Harding, freshman Charles Burt won the individual national
championship, while also placing second in doubles with fellow
freshman Charles Webb. 12 On his way to first and second place, Burt
also broke the record for average individual score in the tournament by
averaging 202 pins per game. 13
Building on the success of the 1967 team, the ’68 Keglers won
their fourth straight AIC title, while freshman Gary Parsons won the
AIC for highest individual pin total. 14 After this dominant conference
performance, the Bison Keglers finished second overall in the NAIA
tournament, while placing two individuals in the top ten. 15 At the time,
this was by far the best finish in program history and set the stage for
another great season in 1969. At the start of the ’69 season, there was
so much hype surrounding the program that Coach Ed Burt said that
“We’re going all the way; first the AIC tournament and then on to the
nationals!” 16 Coach Burt had a good reason to be confident: the ’69
Keglers returned all but one member from the team that had finished

10
Dennis Organ, “Bison Bowlers Rank 6th in Nation,” The Harding
Bison, May 11, 1966.
11
Ronnie Reeve, “Bisons Outbowl AIC, NAIA District,” The Harding
Bison, April 19, 1967.
12
Petit Jean (Searcy, AR: Harding University Yearbook, 1968), 215.
13
Ronnie Reeve, “Burt No. 1 in NAIA; Team Places 4th,” The Harding
Bison, May 11, 1967.
14
David Crouch, “Bowlers Win Fourth Straight AIC Trophy,” The
Harding Bison, April 12, 1968.
15
“Bison Bowlers Second,” The Harding Bison, May 3, 1968.
16
David Crouch, “Optimistic Coach Predicts Victory . . .,” The
Harding Bison, February 21, 1969.
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second in the NAIA just a year ago, including the sensational Parsons
and Burt. 17 After winning an unprecedented fifth consecutive AIC title
and going to the NAIA tournament for the fourth consecutive time, it
appeared to be destiny that the Bison Keglers would win their first
national championship. 18 However, despite all of the momentum that
they had built, the Bison Keglers would finish a respectable fourth
place in the NAIA as a team, with Charles Burt placing fifth
individually and second in doubles with Charles Webb. 19 Although
the ’69 season may appear to be a letdown, it only set the stage for
what was about to happen on the national stage.
After three straight top five finishes in the NAIA tournament,
the 1970 team seemed ready for a run at the ultimate prize, a NAIA
national championship. After a hot start to the season, the Keglers won
their sixth straight AIC crown, including a first-place singles finish by
Gary Parsons, making him the first bowler to ever win two AIC
singles titles. 20 Following their dominant conference performance, the
Keglers made the trip to Kansas City for the fifth straight year where
they won their first national championship, also marking the first time
that the AIC had ever had a member win a national championship (in
any sport). 21 Coach Ed Burt attributed the first-place finish to “team
work” and called seniors Charles Burt and Charles Webb “the key to
our success this year.” 22 They obviously played a pivotal role in the
17

Ibid.
David Crouch, “Bison Keglers Win AIC Championship,” The
Harding Bison, April 25, 1969.
19
“Burt, Webb Lead Keglers In National Tournament,” The Harding
Bison, May 9, 1969.
20
“Bison Keglers Win AIC Championship,” The Harding Bison, April
17, 1970.
21
“Keglers Topple Foes To Win National Title,” The Harding Bison,
May 8, 1970.
22
“Harding Bisons win NAIA National Bowling Title,” Searcy Daily
CITIZEN, May 4, 1970.
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success of the team, as they, along with Gary Parsons and Mark
Poteat, placed in the top five individually, including a first-place finish
for Charles Burt. This was Burt’s second individual national
championship, making him the first to ever win multiple times. 23 Burt
also rolled a 227 in “the climactic game” which was the highest game
of the tournament. 24 Following his historic career at Harding
University, Charles Burt was honored by being inducted into the
NAIA Hall of Fame in 1977.
After the first national championship in school history, Coach
Burt’s 1971 team faced a lot of pressure, and they lived up to it in
every way. The 1971 Keglers once again won the AIC, their seventh
straight conference title, while placing Mark Poteat and Gary Parsons
first and second in AIC individual scoring. 25 On the national stage, the
Bison Keglers won their second straight national championship.
While defending their crown, the Bisons placed three bowlers in the
top ten individually, including a third-place finish for sophomore Dave
Hudson. 26 Hudson also won the doubles championships with Glen
Hammer, as well as rolling the high game of the tournament with a
score of 265. 27
Expectations were high for the 1972 team and they lived up to
them; the “Tenpin men” won their eighth consecutive AIC title while
placing six bowlers among the top eight in conference play. 28

23

“Harding Bisons win NAIA National Bowling Title,” Searcy Daily
CITIZEN, May 4, 1970.
24
“Harding Wins NAIA Meet Bowling Title,” Arkansas Gazette, May
3, 1970.
25
“Keglers Capture AIC’s Top Spot,” The Harding Bison, April 16,
1971.
26
“Bisons repeat for NAIA bowling title,” Searcy Daily CITIZEN,
April 27, 1971.
27
“Harding Wins NAIA Bowling Title Again,” Arkansas Gazette,
April 25, 1971.
28
Petit Jean (Searcy, AR: Harding University Yearbook, 1973), 209.
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Following another strong showing in conference, the Bison Keglers
prepared for a run at their third straight national championship in
Kansas City, where they would win the trophy. On their way to a third
straight NAIA title, the Bisons won 13 of 15 games, including “an alltime record high game of 1,097 against Pacific University.” 29 This
marked the second time ever that a NAIA bowling team had won three
straight national championships (La Crosse State) and added to
Harding’s legacy as the only school in the AIC to “ever win a national
team championship.” 30 Harding also placed four in the top eight,
including a first-place finish for junior Dave Hudson. On his way to
his first individual national title, Hudson also set new NAIA
tournament records for average pins (210.12) and total pin fall (3,162),
both of which were held by former Bison bowler Charles Burt. 31 After
this historic success from 1970 to 1972, the 1973 Bison Keglers would
try to become the first bowling team to ever win four national
championships, let alone four in a row.
With expectations high to continue the national dominance of
the past three seasons, the 1973 Keglers were under pressure from the
beginning. After a fast start to the season that saw the Keglers leading
the AIC, team member Zearl Watson was disqualified due to lack of
enrollment hours. At the time of his disqualification, Watson was first
in the AIC individually and the team had seven bowlers in the top
fourteen of the AIC. However, after Watson’s disqualification, the
Keglers went from having a 300-pin lead to trailing by 1900 pins. 32
29
“Harding wins third bowling championship,” Searcy Daily CITIZEN,
May 8, 1972.
30
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Even after this setback, the Bison bowlers were still able to finish third
in the AIC, halting their streak at 8 straight AIC championships while
placing six bowlers in the top fifteen of the AIC individual
standings. 33
Despite not coming away with the AIC title for the first time in
nearly a decade, the Keglers were still able to qualify for the NAIA
tournament by winning the District 17 tournament. With the hope of a
fourth straight championship on the line, the Keglers made the trip to
Kansas City, where they were only able to place second as a team,
meaning that the coveted fourth national team title was still eluding
them. 34 The 1974 Keglers faced the challenge of getting back to the
winning ways of past teams and they responded strongly, winning
their ninth AIC title in ten years and making their ninth straight
appearance in the NAIA tournament.35 Individually, the Keglers also
dominated, placing five men in the top six of the AIC, including a
first-place finish for Zearl Watson; however, in 1974 an AIC title was
not followed by an NAIA title. 36 The 1974 Bison Keglers finished
third in the nation, a wonderful season by most teams’ standards but
not quite up to par with the Bison Keglers’ standards.
After back to back top three finishes, the 1975 Bison Keglers
looked to return to the national championship glory that had been the
norm during the early ‘70s. The 1975 season culminated the team’s
tenth AIC crown in eleven years, with junior Brad Davis rolling a total
of 4,920 pins, the highest total ever for an AIC season. 37 Following
their AIC success, the Bison Keglers returned to Kansas City in search
of the mythical fourth national championship. Once in Kansas City,
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the Bisons dominated, winning the team national championship as
well as winning the singles and doubles championships. In the singles,
Gary Beck placed first overall and Zearl Watson placed second; Beck
and Watson were also the doubles team that won the championship.
Beck was also voted the A.O. Duer award as the most outstanding
bowler. Although the Harding bowling program had seen its share of
dominance, this level of historic run led Coach Burt to say “This is
really great. It’s something I’ve dreamed about but never thought
would happen.” 38 This quote epitomizes how great the 1975 Harding
University Bowling team was, reaching levels of success that had
never been seen before.
Following the unprecedented success of the 1975 team, the
1976 Bison Keglers finished conference play strong by winning their
eleventh AIC crown in twelve years, with Zearl Watson winning the
AIC individual crown. However, they did not see the same level of
success nationally, as they fell to eighth place before storming back
for a fourth-place team finish. The 1977 team was filled with
potential and lived up to it during conference play, winning their
twelfth AIC title as a team and placing four bowlers in the top five of
the AIC, including Kevin Fisher, who won the AIC singles with a
190-average pin fall. 39 This strong conference showing resulted in
confidence heading into the NAIA tournament, which can be seen by
Coach Burt saying “We have a stronger team this year because we
have had more face-to-face competition with more schools and this
has really paid off.” 40 While the confidence may have been
warranted, it did not result in the same level of success that the
Keglers had seen in years past. Although they placed five men in the
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top sixteen nationally, as a team, the ’77 Keglers were only able to
finish third. 41 The fact that the phrase “only able to finish third” is a
way to describe the Bison Keglers season is a testament to the level
of success that the program had under Coach Burt, which the 1977-78
Petit Jean Yearbook compared to the type of success seen for UCLA
basketball under Coach John Wooden, and it is easy to see why.
Between the inception of bowling in the AIC in 1963 and 1977, the
Bison Keglers won 12 of 15 conference championships, including
streaks of eight and four consecutive conference championships,
letting them participate in the NAIA tournament for 13 straight
seasons. Out of these thirteen appearances, Harding finished in the
top four eleven times, including four national championships. Up to
that point, Harding had never finished lower than fourth under Coach
Burt. With success like this, it is clear why the Bison Keglers were
being compared to Bruin basketball. 42 Coach Burt attributed the
success of his team to three things: “Winning attitudes, hard work,
and winning tradition.” 43 The 1978 Keglers hoped to continue this
winning tradition, and did, partially, by winning the program’s
thirteenth AIC title. After this, the Bisons made their record
fourteenth appearance in the NAIA tournament, but they were only
able to capture fifth place this time around. 44 This marked the first
time that a team coached by Burt had finished outside of the top four
and would turn out to be the last team that Burt would ever lead to the
NAIA tournament.
Following the 1978 bowling season, the NAIA discontinued
bowling due to a lack of schools participating; however, due to a
commitment to the schools, the AIC still sponsored bowling for two
41
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seasons, giving the Bison Keglers a chance to find a different
conference that did not compete under the NAIA. During the 1979
season, the Bison Keglers once again won the AIC, their sixth straight
and fourteenth in total; they also began to participate in tournaments
that were put on by the Southern Intercollegiate Bowling Conference
(SIBC) and the American College Union International (ACUI). Both
leagues contained teams from the NAIA and the NCAA, and in an
SIBC match Harding defeated the third ranked NCAA school Penn
State. 45 Heading into the 1980 season, the Bison Keglers showed a
tremendous amount of promise. As a team, they captured the final AIC
championship, their fifteenth in eighteen years, while having the eight
highest scorers in the conference, including junior Mike Bedwell, who
broke the AIC record for pin fall average (207 pins). 46 Bedwell also set
an SIBC record with a 194-pin fall average. Bedwell’s younger
brother, Jonathan Bedwell, was also a force, setting a school record
with a 757-scoring series while helping Harding set the AIC scoring
record for a round (2343 pins). The younger Bedwell, who was only
19, tragically passed away from injuries sustained during a car
accident. 47
The 1980 season would prove to be the last for Harding
bowling. After winning all but three of the possible AIC
championships over the years and being the only AIC team to ever win
a national championship in any sport, outside circumstances forced the
Bison Keglers to fold. 48 It was deemed unfeasible to drive to Louisiana
every weekend to compete in the SIBC, so following Harding’s policy
of not sponsoring any sport that was not also sponsored by the AIC,
45
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the bowling team and all of its success were finished. 49 Although there
were rumors surrounding the folding of the team, the decision came
down to it just not being affordable, as explained when Dr. Ganus
said, “If the AIC hadn’t dropped it, we would still have a team. That is
it in a nutshell.” 50 As far as reactions from the team, there were
reportedly no hard feelings and the team only had one bowler eligible
for competition due to compensation rules. 51 Coach Ed Burt summed it
up perfectly by saying, “It’s kind of sad in a way. All of a sudden
there’s nothing left. But I could see this coming.” 52
Despite the ups and downs towards the end, the Bison Keglers
reached a level of success rarely seen in sports. Although there may no
longer be a bowling team at Harding, their achievements on the lanes
through teamwork, individual dominance, and great coaching, can never
be taken away, and they leave a legacy of success most teams only
dream of.
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IMPORTING THE AMERICAN DREAM: JAPANESE
HARDWARE AND SOFT POWER
By Kenneth S. Klein
The deep and penetrating impact of Japanese products, whether
economic or cultural, challenges America-centric assumptions about
globalization. While most people think of globalization as something
America did to the world, globalization can also be defined as what Japan
did to America. 1 The value of studying Japanese imports can also be
seen in their continued and ubiquitous presence in American life: from
Nintendo Games; to Honda Civics; to character goods such as Pokemon
and Hello Kitty; as well as the rising interest and respect enjoyed by
Japanese animation. In fact, the purchase and use of Japanese goods in
recent American history became so common that when public awareness
spiked in the early 1990s, it created a widespread sense of anxiety now
known as the “Japan Panic.” For over three decades, consumers had
failed to notice, or chose not to care about, just how many of their goods
came from Japan. Suddenly, they panicked. But clearly, something had
convinced them to buy. Therefore, the strategies Japanese companies
used to reach American markets, as well as the changing nature of the
goods and services themselves, are all worth considering.
Japanese products and services succeeded in post-war American
culture and business through a focus on adaptation that downplayed their
origins and emphasized, whenever possible, quality above all else,
redefining what Americans expected from Japanese imports. Throughout
this process, two major trends nuanced it. First, Japanese products
initially struggled to be taken seriously, and Japanese companies only
embraced their national identities after their products had been
sufficiently associated with quality. Secondly, Japanese imports evolved

1

Andrew McKevitt, Consuming Japan: Popular Culture and the
Globalizations of 1980s America (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina Press, 2017), 38.
31

Tenor of Our Times
from being associated mostly with hardware to being equally, if not
increasingly, associated with software. This represented a major shift in
what Americans assumed a Japanese import could be.
At this point it is important to define software since there is a
social and technical definition. For example, as games industry expert
Casey O’Donnel argues, game making involves far more than computer
software, so much so that she titles her essay “This is not a Software
Industry.” 2 However, she clearly intends a technical definition, and
O’Donnel’s main point seems to be to clarify that game making is more
than computer coding. Meanwhile, Japanese cultural expert Frederick
Schodt’s use of the term is social in intent and refers to products of
culture like art and entertainment. In arguing that Nintendo excelled in
software and changed opinions about Japan’s ability to produce software,
this paper assumes the social definition.
The story of the American consumption of Japanese goods can
be told from any object or service that started in Japan and found its way
to the United States. This paper will focus on a few major items, from
the late 1950s to the turn of the millennium, with special focus on the
1980s and 1990s. These items include the Japanese monster icon
Godzilla, the early import animation Astro Boy, Japanese electronics
giant Sony, Nintendo video games and game systems, and Japanese
baseball players Hideo Nomo and Ichiro Suzuki’s careers in Major
League Baseball (MLB). Though it may seem odd to include Nomo and
Suzuki in a list otherwise made up of material goods, the idea is that it
was their skill as athletes as a service and as entertainment that was
imported. Likewise, it will be shown that their careers were part of the
same economic and cultural contexts that effected all Japanese imports.
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As Japanese cultural expert William Tsutsui makes clear,
creating a place for Japanese media within American culture has been a
long-term process. 3 Godzilla and other early imports set the stage,
“unnoticed,” for later influxes of Japanese culture. 4 This is important
because it supports the larger idea that many Americans did not always
know they were consuming Japanese culture and that when they did, they
did not take it very seriously. It also creates a wide time frame that
acknowledges Japanese pop culture imports as far back as the 1950s
instead of beginning with more recent trends such as games and anime.
A CBS poll in 1985 asked 1500 Americans to name a famous
Japanese person. The top three answers were Hirohito, Bruce Lee, and
Godzilla. 5 How did this happen? By 1985 Godzilla had literally become
a household name, but his strange journey into American pop culture also
warped him into something funnier than intended. This in turn, meant
that many Americans first experienced Japan as a source of entertaining,
but laughably cheesy culture. 6
In 1958 the Japanese horror movie Gojira came to American
theaters as Godzilla: King of Monsters. To its credit, the original Gojira
was made to be legitimately scary. It also hoped to say something about
public concern over nuclear proliferation, environmental decay, and the
shadow of WWII. 7 While Gojira drew significant inspiration from
American films like King Kong (1933) and The Beast from 20,000
Fathoms (1953), it set itself apart with a more nuanced story, unique
special effects, and emotional intensity. 8 After its domestic premiere,
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Japanese commentators celebrated, with one saying “Gojira makes me
proud that Japan can produce something of this quality.” 9 Unfortunately,
this particular perception of quality did not translate as it relied on
serious themes that were cut from the American version.
Unsurprisingly given its dark, post-war nuclear themes, the uncut
version of Gojira contained some anti-American elements, such as wartime Rising Sun flags and a soundtrack that evoked imperial war
marches. Likewise, the finale of the film firmly establishes that Japan,
and not the world, has triumphed over the threat. 10 Yet when Godzilla
premiered at Loew’s State Theater in 1958, Americans audiences
received a heavily edited retelling. Themes of nationalism and war were
removed. 11 Goofy dubbing that failed to sync with Japanese actors was
added. 12
This did not stop Godzilla from bringing money to American
businessmen and cheap fun to American audiences. Thanks to the
suburbanization of America, which hurt downtown cinemas, and antitrust laws against big studios in the 1950s, smaller studios began to
flourish by spinning out cheap B-movies to fill drive-in theaters.13
Godzilla and its numerous sequels proved the perfect match for the
drive-in and its core audience of working class families with kids and
teenagers. Neither the drive-in owner nor the fans worried much about
the cheesy quality of the films.14
In fact, theater owners often played up the wacky reputation
Godzilla had gained in the United States. Publicity stunts, like posting
movie ads next to demolished building or giant footprints leading up to
the theater, flourished. 13 And yet, precisely because of the gimmicks and
cringe-worthy translations, Godzilla created its own kind of success.
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Terrible dubbing even became integral to the experience. 14 This was a
good early example of “localization,” or the process of adapting and
presenting a product in the best way possible for its new market.
Interestingly, it was the American version that was sent to Europe and
other global audiences. In this way, the lousy edits actually helped the
movie spread by linking it to American distribution channels. 15 In the
end, clever adaption helped Godzilla transcend its lost-in-translation
cheesiness by presenting its goofiness as a good thing.
Television syndication was also vital to Godzilla’s early spread.
As Henry Saperstein, a veteran of Godzilla localization, attests, a
Godzilla film had been on the air somewhere in America every week
from 1960-1995. 16 And in this way, Godzilla found a permanent place in
the American psyche. This same Saturday television spot would also give
life to what would become one of Japan’s most important media exports:
animation.
On September 7, 1963 NBC premiered Astro Boy, an animated
show for kids about a boy-like robot who adventured and battled villains.
Animation expert Susan Napier argues this made 1963 “perhaps the most
important date in Japanese animation history.” 17 It was the first weekly
Japanese television show, animated or otherwise, to ever be shown in the
United States.20 While it eventually became a ratings success, most
children watching it had no idea it was Japanese. 18 Meanwhile back in
Japan, people were thrilled that a small piece of Japanese culture was
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well-received abroad because to them, that meant Japan was beginning to
recover culturally and economically as a nation.19
Astro Boy was the brain child of Japanese artist Osamu Tezuka,
best known for his work writing and illustrating Japanese-style comics
called manga. Though he lived off the success of his comics, animation
was his passion. Disney works such as Bambi and Snow White stood
among his favorites, and by the end of his life he had seen them 90 and
50 times respectively. 20 However, the harsh cultural and economic
conditions of post-war Japan forced and inspired Tezuka to create works
quite different from his inspiration.
During the occupation years, the heavy emphasis on rebuilding
through technology encouraged Tezuka to explore questions about man’s
relationships with machines. 21 So in late 1962, when Japan’s Fuji
Television made Tezuka an offer to animate his comic Astro Boy for a
weekly show, Tezuka jumped at the chance. Yet widespread austerity
measures left Tezuka and his colleagues with few resources to work with.
These severe conditions also affected the animation itself. To make up
for both time and money, Tezuka’s Mushi studios chose to make their
show in a style known as limited animation. 22 In short, artists used about
half as many drawings per second of film as normal. Realism suffered,
but as Schodt argues, Tezuka and his team, without fully realizing it,
pioneered the unique priorities and tactics that would later define
Japanese Animation. To overcome lost realism, Tezuka put extra effort
into story-telling, developing characters, and emotional impact. 23 This
caused the development of Japanese animation to take a different path
than its western inspiration via more mature content, and complex plots
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with long running stories. 24 Though Astro Boy quickly became a
nationwide success in Japan, narrow contracts kept Tezuka from making
much profit off the show. However, there was one giant “untapped”
market: the United States. 25
Fred Ladd, the man who localized the show for NBC, recalls that
he was first attracted to show because it reminded him positively of
Pinocchio. Likewise, he thought a story of boy trying to find his place in
the world could resonate with American viewers. 26 However, the version
of the show that NBC viewers enjoyed, much like Godzilla before it, was
heavily edited. Ladd eventually travelled to Japan to explain some of the
changes to the Mushi staff. He wanted them to know that cultural
differences were being edited out, not mistakes. Censored content
included violence, cruelty to animals, depictions of African Americans,
drugs, religious content, and nudity. According to Ladd, the hardest part
of localization was downplaying the violence. 27 For example, if Astro
walked up to a body on the street and said “look, he’s dead” in Japanese,
he would say “He’s unconscious, get him to the hospital!” in English. So
while some content was lost in translation, Astro Boy was able to
introduce American viewers to the format and unique quality of Japanese
animation, even if they didn’t know why it was different.
While Godzilla and Astro Boy were filling TV space, Sony was
quietly setting up shop in New York, planning for the day when Japan
would be known for quality above all else. Unlike Godzilla which never
truly escaped its comic role, or Astro Boy, whose Japanese identity
remained obscure for years, Sony would find a way to deliver unironic
quality that became associated with Japan.
In 1953, Sony leader Akio Morita set out on an international
business tour to study foreign markets. While in Germany, he was teased
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by a waiter who pointed to a miniature umbrella on a plate and said, “this
was made in your country.” Morita later claimed that this moment
motivated him to use Sony to push Japan beyond being associated with
“cheap imitations and trinkets.” 28 Yet the early leaders of Sony also
assumed they could not effectively compete in old markets, especially
back in Japan where their rival Matsushita dominated domestic
electronics sales. 29 Sony’s goal then became to bring high-tech goods to
foreign markets, not just because that made good business sense but also
because Morita was determined to prove “made in Japan” was a good
thing and “not a badge of shame” like he felt it had become. 30
Morita created the name Sony specifically to help the company
reach international markets. Morita explained that he wanted a name
without any existing meaning, a word that could be intermixed with any
language. He was also inspired by the old Latin meaning of “sonus” or
sound. He then combined that sound with the Japanese slang turn sōnnyboy, which communicated youth and cleverness. Between the two, he
created Sony with its characteristic long ō sound. 31 Furthermore, as
Morita himself often admitted, Sony’s early goal was not to make
runaway profit but to establish a long-term market in the United States. 32
His goal was simply to get Sony up and running in America and to begin
building a positive brand image.
In 1957, Sony found a partner, Delmonico, to distribute goods
out of New York. 33 This endeavor required Morita to adapt to life in New
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York, and more importantly, American business life and culture. To this
end, Morita became especially effective in business confrontations. His
confidence and strong will in negotiations surprised and subverted the
then current stereotype that assumed Japanese businessmen always
avoided direct confrontation. 34
When the powerful American company Union Carbide (UC)
threatened to sue Sony for selling their batteries bundled with Sony’s
radio imports, Morita stood his ground. Facing UC’s agent, he bluntly
pointed out that one battery a radio did not mean anything next to the all
the batteries people would buy to replace it once it went out. The
implication: Sony was creating demands for UC’s batteries, and the
obvious choice was to drop the issue. After that discussion, Union
Carbide dropped the suit. 35
Sony continued to grow its American base throughout the 1960s,
yet it rarely relied on meeting established consumer demands. Instead, as
Morita often explained, the goal from the start was to create new
demands and markets that only Sony’s innovative products could meet. 36
This strategy meshed well with larger market trends as consumer
products after WWII began to transition from saving time to filling it.37
Consequently, Sony built its success around doing just that.
According to business historian and translator John Nathan,
while Morita presented the Walkman concept to his colleagues as
something that had come to him on a whim, the goal was clearly to offset
Sony’s recent losses in the Video Cassette Recorder (VCR) format war.
While there are many accounts of the Walkman’s origin,38 Nathan
reports that the idea was inspired by
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Sony’s master technician Ibuka’s desire to listen to classical music on an
international flight. 39
The formal development of the product was rushed for maximum
market impact, and many of the Walkman components were taken from
existing Sony products. No market studies were done initially. The
whole process was supported entirely by Morita’s personal confidence
and will power. Many at Sony were skeptical at first. But after a month
of stagnant sales, the Walkman took off in August 1979. Japanese sales
were so strong that production was unable to create enough extra
machines for export until 1980. 40
Importantly, the Walkman (and its headphones) were marketed
as youthful, fashionable, and active. Advertising demonstrations were
done in parks to show how everyday hobbies could be mixed with the
Walkman experience. 41 As the Walkman began to dominate the market,
it made itself a central part of international youth culture. As a part of this
new youth culture, the Walkman also made headphones attractive. Sony
carefully associated them with style and energy. 42 Before, headphones
were only associated with medical problems and engineers, not
versatility and leisure.
And yet, in all these new positive associations, it became unclear
whether “made in Japan” was essential or incidental. The Walkman was
designed to be cheap and portable, so as to appeal to students and other
young people. As mentioned, it was marketed as youthful and mobile.
But as Japanese culture and media scholar Koichi Iwabuchi argues, there
was not anything particularly Japanese about this lifestyle. 43 Sony’s
international success lay in its ability to adapt a positive image for Sony
itself that was then only later grafted on to people’s image of Japan. This
39
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can be seen in the success of Akio Morita’s 1986 autobiography, Made in
Japan, which presented Sony’s success, at least in part, as a product of its
Japanese business strategies.
It is also worth stressing that Sony did not fit in well with the rest
of Japan’s corporate system. Sony lies outside of the inner circle of the
“keiretsu,” that is, the formalized cliques of corporations that dominate
Japanese business. 44 Regardless, their international success eventually
earned them certain advantages at home. For instance, Matsushita, their
main domestic rival, has even said they would never let Sony go under,
because Sony had come to represent “the good name of Japanese
electronics” abroad. 45 And yet this sums up the Sony paradox perfectly:
a company completely at home neither in Japan or America that became
the poster child for the positive reputation of Japanese goods.
Despite Sony’s success, Japanese quality became onedimensional. Well into 1990s Japan was often seen as only capable of
producing hardware like VCRs, while software such as the movies on the
tapes inside them remained squarely in the domain of the United States. 46
For example, even with Japanese hardware like Walkmans and VCRs
flooding the American market, by 1985, sixty percent of all VHS tapes in
global circulation were American in origin. 47 However, in the case of
Japanese games system like the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES),
the games inside were increasingly made in Japan as well, and their
runaway success would eventually challenge the notion of hardware-only
Japan. 48
The Nintendo Entertainment System was arguably the most
important piece of Japanese gaming hardware in history. Equally
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important, it was also the vehicle for one of the most influential pieces of
export software Japan had yet produced: Super Mario Bros.
By 1986, after months of small-scale deals in New York,
Nintendo had established a broad enough market for a national American
release of their new game system, alongside its most famous game, Super
Mario. The NES would go on to sell 34 million units in the United States
alone. Super Mario Bros.’s impact went beyond sales figures though. It
inspired the numerous games that followed to emphasize explorations
and complex gameplay: the two qualities that made Super Mario Bros. so
entertaining. More importantly, it helped create the still growing world of
gaming culture, a culture built not only on hardware but also on
software. 49
This culture was born at the popular level. As such, mass market
magazines such as Nintendo Power offer good information about both
gaming culture and people’s relationship to it, but there are limits to such
sources. As Michael Newman relates in Atari Age quoting Lynn Spigel,
popular sources cannot tell us what people, “do, think, or feel” but they
can tell us what people “read, watch, and say.” 50 Yet, since fan
magazines often feed off reader consensus and input such as letters to the
editor, it may also be fair to say that sources like Nintendo Power do in
fact present at least what some people thought and felt. With that caveat,
Nintendo Power stands out as particularly helpful as it offers evidence
not only of how Nintendo presented itself to American audiences, but
also how readers experienced the Nintendo brand.
Mia Consalvo, an expert on video games and game culture,
claims that Nintendo worked hard to strike a balance when presenting
import games, to make sure they were not seen as too different or too
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foreign. 51 She mentions that any conversation about Western perceptions
of Japan must inevitably consider questions of orientalism, such as the
long-standing stereotypes and assumptions that color the West’s
understanding of the East. Yet she nuances these claims by explaining
that “such imaginings are not always negative or false. The realities are
usually much more complex.” 52 An example of this complexity shows up
on the cover of Issue Five of Nintendo Power: a blue-eyed ninja
representing the top story, a new game called Ninja Gaiden. 53
While cultural critics might find it easy to slight an image like
this, Consalvo argues that simple anti-orientalist readings of games are
extremely limiting, and often forget that depicting difference does not
have to be othering or negative. 54 With Nintendo Power’s coverage of
Ninja Gaiden, this seems to hold true. For while it exploits the simple
“cool factor” of ninjas and magic, it portrays the main character, with an
obviously foreign name, Ryu, positively.
Additionally, an authentic Japanese language subtitle is included under
the English one. According to the article, “Ryu is the ultimate Ninja”
and as such he is portrayed as heroic and competent. 55 Interestingly,
Japan is never mentioned explicitly in his back story, only that Ryu is
from the very Japanese sounding “Hayabusa clan.” 56
Equally odd, page 28 of the article claims no one knows the true
origin of the ninja arts. It suggests they might have evolved from the
training of ancient Chinese monks while others believe it was developed
in Japan 500 years ago, but mystery and not Japanese culture is
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emphasized. The emphasis remains more focused on difference itself as
something fun and exotic rather than on relating any specific culture’s
history. 57 In these ways, Nintendo distances
the game from reading as bluntly Japanese.
In other early issues, foreign themes are presented with plenty of
Americanization. While Issue One’s coverage of the game Double
Dragon also includes a Japanese language subtitle, its meaning or the
fact it is Japanese is not explained to the reader. So while the hero, Billy
Lee, is depicted as heroically-built with a noticeably Asian face, all
readers learn about him is that he is a martial arts expert determined to
save his girlfriend. Of his nationality, nothing is said. 58 Instead, the
advertisement focuses on communicating excitement, action, and
grittiness: the qualities of a good action game.
Later in the same issue, an ad for the action game Contra shows
two men back to back with assault rifles firing away. While one appears
white, and the other Asian, nothing else is suggested about them except
that they are “guerilla warriors” on a mission to stop an alien onslaught
that started in New Zealand. 59 While admittedly, early games such as
Double Dragon and Contra were not technically sophisticated enough to
support dense stories within the gameplay itself, many early Nintendo
Power articles existed solely to give players the narrative background the
games could not provide for themselves. In these articles, the Japanese
companies Technos, Tecmo, and Konami, all made noticeable choices to
present heroes whose charisma and competence mattered more than their
ambiguous origins.
Here it is important to note that this process worked both ways.
In the final pages of Issue One of Nintendo Power, the editor Howard
Phillips writes a special column about the runaway success of the game
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Dragon Quest in Japan. He tells readers that oddly enough, ninjas and
samurai are falling out of style in Japan. Instead, games about medieval
swordplay and sorcery with a western flavor are enjoying increasing
success. He notes that Dragon Quest’s success makes sense, as it
delivers, “good graphics, good programming, and good sound all in one
single game.” Yet, he wonders why “American born sword and magic
games” are “making such a splash” in Japan. (Though created by the
Japanese company Enix, Dragon Quest did in fact resemble many
American role-playing games.) He then teases readers to look out to see
if and when Nintendo might bring the game to the United States. 60
As Dragon Quest did, upon its eventual American release as
Dragon Warrior, many games actually came out of a three-stage
exchange, in which American concepts reached Japan only to be sent
back over to the United States. In the case of Konami’s Castlevania
series of vampire-hunting adventure games, this is exactly what appears
to have happened. On the front cover of Issue Two, the hero of the
Castlevania series, Simon Belmont, is depicted as a classic
Western medieval hero armed with Dracula’s decapitated head in his
grip. 61 In the coinciding article, vaguely Shakespearean language is used
to introduce Simon and his quest to hunt and destroy Dracula. 62 By
working with and adapting well-known Western legends and tropes, the
Japanese company Konami was pre-positioned to present its game to an
understanding audience.
Nintendo Power also provides several interesting examples of
how video games functioned in the hardware vs. software dynamic of
Japanese imports, as alluded to earlier. In fact, video games themselves
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were one of the central turning points in this regard. But in the
beginning, it seems Nintendo first wanted to prove to its American
market that the game console and its accessories, the hardware, were
themselves top notch.
In the earliest issues of Nintendo Power, much of its limited ad
space went to offers for game controllers and accessories, items clearly in
the hardware camp. For example, on the back cover of Issue Two, an ad
reads “Power Tools” and shows a tool box of different Nintendo licensed
controllers. The rest of the text boasts how players will experience total
control with these products with the one exception being, “out of control
high scores”. Alongside the commercial push of this extra hardware,
early issues also introduced to readers “the Nintendo seal of quality.” 63
The back cover of Issue Four tells reader plainly, “Look for the Nintendo
Seal,” then adds “It’s your guarantee that you’ve pushed the button for
top-playing fun and games – only from Nintendo.” In the next issue, the
back cover goes further “If it’s [the seal’s] not there, it’s not backed by
Nintendo…This seal is our pledge of top quality.” Another advertisement
in Issue Four entitled “Power Supply” features a shelf of Nintendo
controllers with lightning arcing around them. Though some of the
goods shown have been licensed off to third party sellers, text at the
bottom reassures readers, “each one carries the quality seal that tells you
it’s part of the Nintendo family.” 64 The connection Nintendo Power
wanted its early readers to make was clear: Nintendo meant quality
hardware.
Five years later in 1993’s Issue Fifty Four, this trend continues.
On pages 84-85, a sneak peak style article gives the reader a look at
Nintendo’s new upcoming game system dubbed “Project Reality.” It
announces that Nintendo would be partnering with Silicon Graphics, Inc.
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(an American company). 65 At that moment, Nintendo seemed to be
bound by the then-current trend of Japanese companies having to rely on
American companies to develop games. However, over the following
years this dynamic would be challenged by Japan’s ever-increasing
competence in the world of game making, as Schodt deftly observed. 66
The June 1996 issue of Nintendo Power featured a 33-page mega
feature on the Nintendo 64 (N64), the system previously advertised as
Project Reality. From the start, the article makes it clear that the
Nintendo 64 is worth the reader’s time and money not because of
technicalities, but because of the sheer fun packed in the software
available for it. While boasting that when it comes to the N64’s
hardware, “Let’s face it, it’s incredible,” fans are reminded, “You don’t
buy a system because it has z-buffering, you buy it for the games.” 67
Yet above all, the gaming experience itself as created by both
hardware and software enjoys the greatest attention. In a special standout quote box, Nintendo executive, Minoru Arakawa claims that “you
can see the difference from the first moment you plug in Super Mario
64.” 68 Then, almost as if to directly deliver on Nintendo of America
Vice President Howard Lincoln’s earlier comment that “Project Reality
dissolves the current limits of video play, causing the world to challenge
its notion of what a video game can be,” 69 the article turns to several
international companies slated to bring high quality software to the N64.
Explaining that the N64 has attracted talent from Japan, America,
and Europe, the article presents a globalized network of game makers
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and computer scientists all centered around and driven by Nintendo’s
effort to give consumers the absolute best. In this network, Japan
suddenly stands as an equal, as the flagship software for the system,
Super Mario 64, is explicitly linked to Japanese creator Shigero
Miyamoto. Readers are told that Super Mario 64 caused a sensation at
the “Shoshinkai” trade show, as fans around the world applauded its
premier and that it represents, “nothing less than a revolution in
games.” 70 It must also be noted how confident Nintendo Power had
become with exposing its readers to linguistically difficult and obviously
Japanese names and places. Unlike in 1988, readers are expected to be
excited, not confused, by these names, for Japan has become a creator of
great games. Unlike Ryu the blue-eyed ninja, these are real people and
places that readers now know had a direct hand in the creation of their
favorite games. “Made in Japan” has been made noticeable because now
it was positive.
While video games were Japan’s first real chance at exporting
quality software, they were also then associated with youth culture more
than general culture. But in the 1990s, Japan would get a chance to
export into a market that touched all Americans: Baseball. In 1995,
Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles began serving sushi in honor of their
rising rookie, the Japanese player Hideo Nomo. 71
In this way, international baseball had come full circle because
forty-six years ago, in 1949, an American team called the San Francisco
Seals had travelled to Japan as part of a goodwill mission during the
American occupation. 72 In addition to the entertainment itself, each
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game also brought Japanese fans into contact with American ballpark
food. According to Japanese American sports historian GuthrieShimazu, Coca-Cola and popcorn provided more than new flavors to the
Japanese. They were symbols of democracy and a prosperous American
life style. 73
In 1995 many wondered what pieces of Japan Nomo would bring
with him. However, in the face of intense press attention, Nomo grew
frustrated with being a curiosity, telling Sports Illustrated in May of
1995, “The American interest in me is because I’m from Japan. Now I’d
like to let them know I can compete on this level as myself, as Hideo
Nomo.” 74 Just like Sony and Nintendo, Nomo was determined to define
his brand by quality above anything else.
An extended length story in the LA times from September 17,
1995 highlighted the tension between American media’s fascination with
Nomo’s Japanese identity and Nomo’s own preference to shrug it off.
The article begins with a few examples of Nomo’s successful
assimilation into American culture. Sports writer Bob Nightingale
mentions that Nomo takes special pride in his driver’s license, in being
able to order “the usual” at his favorite pizza place, and in going to
Venice Beach with his wife and young son. The article often returns to
Nomo’s many Japanese fans and his difficult relationship with the
Japanese press. Quoting the Japanese serial, Sports Nippon Newspaper,
the article mentions that back in Japan, Nomo had become more famous
than the legendary home run king Sudaharu. Oh, perhaps even than
Prime Minister Murayama. 75
In addition, Nomo’s American success was seen as a much
needed good news amidst domestic turmoil. As Nomo’s interpreter Kent
73

Ibid., 222.
Tom Verducci, “He’s Over here.” Sports Illustrated, May 15, 1995.
Accessed September 22, 2017. Academic Search Complete.
75
Bob Nightingale, “How Big is Hideo Nomo,” Los Angeles Times,
September 17, 1995. Accessed September 22, 2017. ProQuest Central.
74

49

Tenor of Our Times
Brown related, “My friends from Japan tell me, ‘Things are not going
good. We have recession, we have terrorists…in our subway, but you
know something, we still have Nomo.’” 76 In this way Nomo’s press
reception created a paradox, where his legitimacy as a player in MLB
kept being tied back to his warm following in Japan. While the article
bluntly states that Nomo proves Japanese players can finally compete in
the Major Leagues, mentioning that American scouts are already looking
for the next Nomo, it also made it difficult for Nomo to represent himself
without representing his country.
Sports historians Guttman and Thompson emphasize Japan’s
long-term baseball ambition to be able to compete as equals with the
United States. Yet, writing in 2001, they claim, “that no student of the
game believes this has happened.” They did, however, credit Nomo as a
“harbinger” of Japanese progress to come. 77 That progress would come
in the form of Ichiro
Suzuki.
In a Seattle Times articles from November 10, 2000 covering
Ichiro’s likely entry into the MLB, there is a noticeable difference in tone
from Nomo debut 7 years earlier. For one, there is no question that
Ichiro is capable of playing excellent baseball. While the Dodgers were
previously described as taking a gamble on Nomo, 78 the Mariners
reportedly threw “smart” money at the chance to field Ichiro. The article
even references Nintendo’s earlier buyout of the Mariners, saying, “Japan
has saved the Mariners once, perhaps it can do it again.”
In addition to greater confidence in his skill, Ichiro also seemed
to have enjoyed a little bit more room to define himself by his play
instead his nationality. As Mariner executives explained to the Seattle
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Times, they would have been interested in him whether he was from
“Brooklyn or Borneo.” What mattered was that he could play well, and
he didn’t cost them a draft pick.
Alluding to previous tensions over Nintendo’s ownership of the
Mariner franchise, the article also mentions that people “feared the club
would be moved to Tokyo or, worse yet, serve sushi at the ball park.”
The article then jokes about how the sushi part came true, and how the
Mariners had become the most popular team in Japan, and yet, as the
article emphasizes, they still play in the United States. Overall, the
article sends a mixed message. In one part it argues that Japanese
ownership of the Mariners had changed more about Japanese baseball
than it had changed Seattle. It finishes by mentioning that Suzuki
represents a new kind of player for Japan, who negotiates and demands
better conditions and pay. “They’ve become more like Americans, while
Seattle has become more like Japan.” 79 In this way, like Sony and
Nintendo, Ichiro didn’t mind a bit of Americanization in order to do his
job.
A later Seattle Times story from May 3, 2001, covering Ichiro’s
first MLB game facing Hideo Nomo, reveals an additional concern of the
time, that the MLB was becoming too attractive to strong Japanese
players. While Japanese commentator Poncho Ito admitted that Nomo
versus Ichiro was the greatest story in his career since Nomo’s own
debut, another Japanese voice, Kota Ishijima openly worried that Japan
was becoming a mere feeder system for the MLB, a de facto minor
league like Puerto Rico or the Dominican Republic. So, while the
Nomo-Ichiro face off confirmed that there was “no question that the
inferiority Japan has felt as a baseball playing nation eased a bit,” the
article has less confidence that it had or ever would go away completely.
The article closes, “On a night when cameras clicked and a Japanese flag
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flew high in right field, it was hard to tell whether this was the beginning,
or the end.” 80
More recently, excitement over Japanese Pitcher Shohei Otani, 81 as well
as the Nintendo Switch’s (along with its quality games) record breaking
sales, 82 suggest the success story of Japanese imports in America is far
from over. It is to be seen whether adaptation will be forever necessary,
or if the perceived quality of Japanese goods will continue indefinitely.
Yet up until now, Japanese imports have always been connected to these
ideas, whether seen in Godzilla and Astro Boy’s history of adaptation,
the quality first strategies of Sony and Nomo, or the international
identity of Nintendo and Ichiro. Japanese goods and services succeeded
in post-war America because they prioritized adaptation and quality
over national identity and in doing so elevated what it meant to be
“made in Japan.” Their example may yet inspire other rising
economies, as their history deepens our understanding of globalization.
At the very least, their story helps show how Japanese imports, in a
generation’s time, went from being ignored or feared to an integral part
of American life and culture.
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THE THALIDOMIDE TRAGEDY AND THE UNITED STATES
By Kaylee J. Rice
The mid-twentieth century was a uniquely optimistic time. Both
world wars were over, and nations across the globe were starting to gain
their footing once again. Nuclear technology had created a new terror,
but seemingly boundless new potential as well. Just a few decades prior,
the discovery of penicillin and subsequent related antibiotics had greatly
reduced the number of people who died of bacterial diseases. The rest of
the medical world followed suit, with new “wonder drugs” entering the
market every day, promising to fix every imaginable ailment. However,
one of these drugs would be remembered not for the suffering it
alleviated, but for the devastation it caused: thalidomide. Ultimately, the
thalidomide tragedy forced the United States to realize that, although
they had narrowly averted disaster this time, in the future they would not
be so lucky unless they created stricter regulations for drugs.
First, however, it is necessary to understand the history of
thalidomide itself. Thalidomide was first synthesized by a Swedish drug
company in 1954 as a tranquilizer. When they tested it on lab animals,
though, the drug did not appear to have a sedative effect, and so they
discarded it and started over. 1 That same year, a company in West
Germany called Chemie Grunenthal picked it up, hoping to market it as
an anti-convulsant for epileptics. However, they discovered that, while
thalidomide made a poor anti-convulsant, it had a sedative effect on
humans that it did not have on lab animals.2 By 1960, Grunenthal was
selling thalidomide under the name Contergan, and its popularity took
off. Helen Taussig, author for Scientific American, writes that Contergan
was used for almost anything, most notably as an anti-emetic for morning
1
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sickness and as a tranquilizer to help pregnant women get a good night’s
sleep. 2 Its popularity came largely because of its reputation as a “safe”
tranquilizer—unlike barbiturates, another popular sedative at the time,
doctors in the 1950s and 60s thought that the body did not absorb
thalidomide, meaning it did not carry the risk of accidental overdose or of
being used as a means of suicide, like barbiturates did. 3 Advertisements
for Contergan and other thalidomide-based drugs boasted that it was
“non-toxic” and had “no known toxicity.” 4
But was this “wonder drug” really as harmless as the drug
manufacturers liked to claim? The first indication that something was
not right came during the fall and winter of 1960-1961, when long-time
thalidomide users started to report symptoms of polyneuritis:
specifically, of tingling hands and thumb atrophy. 5 Alarmingly, these
symptoms could take a long time to go away. One doctor, Dr. J.A.
Simpson from Edinburgh, wrote to The British Medical Journal to state
that his patients who experienced polyneuritis due to Thalidomide at the
time of his original letter (published January 28, 1961) were still
experiencing symptoms in November, ten months later. 6 By April, 1961,
these reports were numerous enough that West Germany made Contergan
available by prescription only (it had formerly been an over-the-counter
drug in West Germany, although a prescription was required in all other
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countries where it was for sale). 7 Aside from this seemingly minor
complaint, thalidomide was considered to be completely safe.
Unfortunately for thousands of families, peripheral neuritis
would soon take the backseat to a much more severe and dramatic side
effect. As the spring of 1961 turned into summer, doctors all over
Germany began to notice a disturbing trend: more and more babies were
being born with a condition called phocomelia, a deformity involving
shortening of the long bones of the arms and legs, often creating the
appearance that the patient’s hands and feet are attached directly to their
shoulders or hips. Typically, phocomelia is very rare—there were only
12 recorded cases in West Germany in all of 1959. In contrast, by the
middle of the summer of 1961, hundreds of babies across Germany had
been born with this condition. 8 Doctors everywhere were scrambling to
track down some sort of cause for this sudden outbreak. Two German
physicians, W. Kosenow and R.A. Pfeiffer, frantically studied the
affected babies to see if they could find a common genetic factor, but
they could not. Ultimately, they decided that the problem was caused by
the babies’ mothers being exposed to a teratogen between the third and
sixth weeks of pregnancy, when the arm and leg buds of the fetus are just
beginning to form. 9 Even with this discovery, Kusenow and Pfeiffer
were unable to identify exactly what the teratogen was. A wide variety
of possibilities were suggested, including nuclear fallout. 10
Meanwhile, another German doctor, Widukind Lenz, was
sending out lengthy questionnaires to the parents of affected babies,
asking about any possible cause he could think of. At first, there seemed
to be no common factor. However, when 20% of the patients he
surveyed reported taking Contergan during their pregnancy, Lenz
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realized that he might have found the mysterious teratogen. 11 He sent out
another questionnaire asking specifically about Contergan usage, and this
time 50% of his patients could confirm without a doubt that they had
taken Contergan; apparently, the drug was considered to be so harmless
that they hadn’t even thought of mentioning it on the first survey. 12
Having found a strong association between Contergan and the
sudden phocomelia outbreak, Lenz took immediate action. On
November 15, 1961, he warned Chemie Grunenthal about the correlation
between thalidomide and infant deformities, recommending that they
take it off the market immediately. 13 On November 20, at the annual
pediatricians’ meeting in Dusseldorf, Germany, Lenz announced that he
had discovered an association between a popular drug and the increased
incidence of phocomelia, although he did not name the drug specifically.
However, by the end of the meeting, so many physicians had approached
him to ask if he was talking about Contergan that it was generally known
which drug he meant. 14
Other doctors were slowly but surely coming to the same
realization. On November 27, 1961, an Australian physician, W.G.
McBride, alerted the Australian branch of the British company Distiller’s
Limited that their version of a thalidomide-containing drug (called
Distaval in the U.K.) was associated with birth defects. 15 McBride also
published an article containing his findings in the medical journal The
Lancet, sparking discussion about the drug across the worldwide medical
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community. 16 One day after McBride alerted Distillers Limited of his
findings, Chemie Grunenthal officially removed Contergan from sale in
Germany. 17
For thousands of families, though, this action came too late.
Thalidomide had spread to dozens of different countries under a variety
of names—Contergan in Germany; Distaval in Britain, Australia, and
New Zealand; Softenon in Portugal; Talimol in Canada; and Kevadon in
the United States. 18 Overall, more than 10,000 children in 46 different
countries were born with birth defects resulting from thalidomide, a
condition which would soon come to be known as “the thalidomide
syndrome”. 19
The thalidomide syndrome varied in its intensity. The most
notable symptom was phocomelia, especially of the arms, with the
radius, ulna, and occasionally the humerus being entirely absent. 20
Classic phocomelia cases typically affected only one arm, but in cases
brought on by thalidomide, the damage was nearly always bilateral,
affecting both arms and sometimes the legs as well. If the legs were
affected, deformities of the pelvis and femur often caused the feet to
splay outward as well. 21 Other common symptoms included flattened
noses, facial paralysis, internal deformities, and hemangomia, or
“strawberry-marks” on the face (although these were usually temporary
and harmless). 22 Thankfully, despite these severe physical defects,
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“thalidomide babies,” as they came to be known, were almost always of
normal intelligence. 23 One-third had such severe deformities that they
died soon after birth, but the two-thirds of thalidomide babies who
survived had normal life expectancy. 24
Most baffling to doctors, though, was the seeming lack of
association between the amount of thalidomide taken by the mother and
the severity of the child’s condition. Taussig, writing during the crisis,
states that, “there is apparently no relation between the amount of the
drug ingested and the severity of the malformation. A single dose of 100
milligrams appears to be enough to cause severe phocomelia, yet in other
instances the same doses may produce only a mild abnormality.” 25
Eventually, Lenz came to the realization that this was because of the
limited time in which thalidomide affected the fetus: deformities would
only occur if thalidomide was taken between the 38th and 42nd day of
pregnancy. 26 Therefore, large amounts of thalidomide taken earlier or
later than this limited window would not cause birth defects, while small
amounts taken during this time could result in a severe case of
thalidomide syndrome.
However, one major world power had remarkably few
thalidomide babies: compared to hundreds or thousands of thalidomide
babies born in other countries where thalidomide was for sale, the United
States had only 17 confirmed cases of thalidomide syndrome. 27 It would
be easy to assume that this was because the United States had the most
stringent drug regulation laws, but this wasn’t true. The real reason that
the United States managed to avoid a large-scale thalidomide tragedy
was the tireless work of one woman: Dr. Frances Oldham Kelsey.
23
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Kelsey was born on Vancouver Island, Canada, in 1914. She
was schooled in both Canada and England, showing a strong inclination
toward the sciences from an early age, eventually going on to earn her
PhD in pharmacology from the University of Chicago in 1938. 28 As a
woman in the medical field, she had to deal with many difficulties as her
career advanced. For example, when she applied to the University of
Chicago’s doctorate program (and, simultaneously, for a position as a
research assistant), Dr. Geiling, the program director, addressed her
acceptance letter to “Mr. Oldham.” Rather than correcting him, Kelsey
decided to show up and let him discover his mistake for himself. 29
During her time at the University of Chicago, Kelsey and Geiling
participated in a research program that sought to find a synthetic version
of quinine, an anti-malarial drug. Although they never accomplished this
goal, Kelsey made an interesting discovery: pregnant rabbits were
significantly less able to process quinine than normal rabbits, and
embryonic rabbits were unable to process it at all. 30 Unbeknownst to
Kelsey (or anyone else, for that matter) was the way that this discovery
would later inform the most notable accomplishment of her career:
keeping thalidomide from being sold commercially in the United States.
After graduating from the University of Chicago, Kelsey worked
for the Journal of the American Medical Association (or JAMA for
short) as an editorial assistant. Her job was to confirm the scientific
accuracy of articles submitted to the journal for publication. 31 This led to
a job as a medical examiner at the FDA. Specifically, Kelsey worked for
the branch of the FDA that regulated and approved new drugs. Once an
28
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NDA (New Drug Application) was submitted for approval, three
people—a chemist, a pharmacologist, and a medical officer. As the
medical officer in this process, Kelsey’s job was to determine whether
the studies submitted to prove the drug’s safety were valid or not. 32
Kelsey’s first project in this position came to her desk in September,
1960. It was an application for the sale of a thalidomide-containing drug
called Kevadon, which the William S. Merrell company was hoping to
market in the United States. The FDA gave this to Kelsey as her first job
because they thought it would be an easy approval, given the popularity
other thalidomide-containing drugs already enjoyed in other countries. 33
Looking back, Kelsey would later comment, “As it turned out, it wasn’t
all that easy.” 34
In the 1950s and 60s, the process for approving a new drug was
heavily skewed in favor of the drug companies. First of all, the FDA
could only regulate the safety of a drug, not its efficacy. 35 Therefore, a
drug with no ill effects that did absolutely nothing could claim to be the
cure for all sorts of ills, and there was nothing the FDA could do.
Additionally, if no objections were raised against the new drug, it would
be automatically approved for sale after 60 days, even if no one had
technically approved it. 36 Because of this, most drugs were approved as
long as there were no glaringly obvious side effects. However, this was
not to be the case with Kevadon.
In looking at the Merrell company’s submission, several red
flags appeared to Kelsey. First of all, the clinical studies designed to
32
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prove the drug’s safety were incomplete. Second (and possibly more
concerning), Kelsey realized that “many of the submissions from doctors
(she recognized a few of the names from questionable JAMA papers)
read more like advertising testimonials than well-designed, well-executed
scientific studies.” 37 Because of these flaws, she returned the submission
to the Merrell Company, asking for more information before she could
approve the drug. Meanwhile, she decided to do some extra reading on
thalidomide to see what other medical professionals were saying about
the drug. To her surprise, she read in the British Medical Journal that
with long-term use, it was found to cause peripheral neuritis—a side
effect that William Merrell had not seen as relevant enough to mention in
the submission. 38 This side effect instantly led Kelsey to be suspicious of
Kevadon. As she put it, “the peripheral neuritis did not seem the sort of
side effect that should come from a simple sleeping pill.” 39 When she
addressed the Merrell Company with this concern, Merrell replied that at
least Kevadon was “safer than barbiturates.” 40
From that point on, Kelsey and the Merrell Company were
engaged in an openly antagonistic relationship, with Merrell Company
representatives badgering Kelsey daily, trying to get her to approve
Kevadon, and Kelsey doggedly refusing their application every 60
days. 41 Merrell told Kelsey forthright that they wanted to get the drug on
the market before Christmas, “Because that’s when our best sales are.” 42
As she kept refusing to approve Kevadon, Kelsey also continued to
37
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research its possible effects. Because of her former research on the
effects of quinine on embryonic rabbits, she began to wonder if
thalidomide too was metabolized differently by mothers and their unborn
children. Could it possibly be harmless to adults, but damaging to
fetuses? 43
This war went on for over a year, both sides fighting their battles
60 days at a time. The Merrell Company continued to renew their
application through November, 1961, when the first links between
thalidomide and fetal abnormalities came to light; however, by April,
1962, they knew they had been beaten and withdrew their application for
good. 44 In total, there were 17 thalidomide babies born in the United
States—partially from citizens who had obtained Distaval or Contergan
abroad and partially from the 2.5 million thalidomide tablets that the
Merrell Company had distributed on “an investigational basis.” 45 The
end result was a tragedy, certainly for those families, but the overall
sense in the United States was that a disaster had been narrowly averted.
Lawmakers seemed to realize how close they had come to catastrophe.
In October, 1962, the Kefauver-Harris amendment passed, leading to
stricter FDA regulations on new drugs, as well as regulations about
informed consent for those who took experimental drugs on a trial
basis. 46 Dr. Frances Oldham Kelsey was awarded the President’s Award
for Distinguished Civilian Service, becoming only the second woman
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ever to receive this honor. 47 A year later, she was promoted to the
position of Chief of the Investigational Drug Branch of the FDA; four
years after that, she became the Director of the Office of Scientific
Investigation, a position which she held for 40 more years. 48
The thalidomide tragedy was a sobering check on the unfettered
progress that had marked the medical field ever since the turn of the
century. Soon after 1962, it faded into the background once again, but
for the victims and their families, life would never be the same again.
The rest of the world had changed too, albeit in a less dramatic way.
Instead of looking at drugs as miracles, people became suspicious and
began to wonder exactly what their doctor was prescribing them.
Certainly, life had changed forever for drug companies and the FDA—
following the thalidomide tragedy, drug regulations became stricter than
ever before in an effort to prevent such a disaster from ever happening
again. Ultimately, a drug that had once been hailed as a cure-all became
synonymous with misinformation and distrust. Although the United
States narrowly avoided a full-scale thalidomide tragedy, its drug
regulation policies would always carry the shadow of thalidomide.
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DEMON RUM AND A DARE: THE STORY OF HOW
PROHIBITION INSPIRED STOCK CAR RACING IN THE
AMERICAN SOUTH
By Brijana M. Paic
According to acclaimed American journalist Peter Carlson,
“Getting drunk, plastered, loaded, tanked, sloshed, smashed, stewed,
and stoned is an old American tradition.” 1 While many of the modern
era would contentedly forget this somewhat crude attestation to
American cultural values, those who dwelled in the America’s
Appalachian wilderness during the early 20th century would have
heartily agreed. This attitude can be attributed to the fact that, for
centuries prior to the American revolution, European “knowhow
[and] small stills [had been introduced to] the Shenandoah Valley
and into the Appalachian highlands,” 2 and as a result, those living in
these regions—most of whom possessed either English, Irish,
Scottish, or German heritage—had founded a culture in which
multiple aspects of daily life revolved around the manufacturing,
transportation, and consumption of what was eventually termed “the
water of life.” 3 For American southerners who had established a
lifestyle dedicated to maintaining this positive mentality toward the
drink and cultivated a collective cultural affinity for its major societal
implications, the stereotypical snub that the drink was almost as
1
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“elusive and dangerous as the Hillbillies themselves” neither
dissuaded nor fazed them from continuing their whiskey traditions. 4
Thus, the mentality that drinking was more than a mere social
pastime but, rather, an extension of Southern heritage and values,
soon established the drink as a sort of symbol of the Southern way of
life. Indeed, there were “few things...as purely Appalachian, as
purely from the mountains, as moonshine.” 5 This prevalence of
ancestral affinity and cultural propensity to the drink would make it
hardly erroneous to suggest that the American South in the early 20th
century was undoubtedly rooted in whiskey.
Inasmuch as whiskey was at the heart of Southern culture, it
was no surprise that the implementation of nationwide Prohibition in
1920 only “increased [the Southerners’] thirst” 6 for their favorite
beverage and ultimately resulted in intensifying the preexisting
cultural attitude of “undying hatred of excise laws [and] spirit of
unhesitative resistance to any authority that sought to enforce such
laws.” 7 Soon after this act was passed, the cry of, “‘Give us licker, or
give us death,’” 8 spread like wildfire across the face of the rural
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South and caused many who extolled the Southern whiskey
prerogative to “deny any positive effect of prohibition” 9 and, instead,
view the ban as a direct threat to daily life as well as a brutal
laceration to the culture’s vitality. Thus, contrary to its intended
purposes, better government regulation of alcohol did nothing to end
the American drinking epidemic but rather allowed the demon rum
industry to expand, thrive, and become what “was probably the freest
large industry in America” 10 at that time. One of the most influential
voices at the time, American humorist Will Rogers, adeptly captured
the ironic ramifications of the ban when he wittily observed that
“Prohibition [was] better than no liquor at all.” 11 Despite its seeming
role as the sole generator of negative social consequences,
Prohibition would soon prove that privative measures do not produce
negative consequences. In fact, what would soon be deemed one of
the most blatant failures 12 of Federal policy and ultimate blunders of
the 20th century would eventually “give rise” to one of the best loved
and most lauded sports in American history. 13
The story of how Prohibition inspired stock car racing in
rural Appalachia began when Southerners’ refusal to give up their
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whiskey—rebranded as “moonshine” 14 due to the discarded liquor
tax—allowed drinking to remain the most valued social pastime in
rural society. Due to ceaseless violations of the ban, the Bureau of
Prohibition dispatched a new branch of federal law enforcement
officers to those regions particularly opposed to giving up what had
zealously been dubbed “white lightning.” 15 This new branch,
exclusively trained “for tracking bootleggers and organized crime
leaders” 16 in the Appalachian hill country, roamed the wooded
regions in their patrol cars looking for whiskey to confiscate, stills to
destroy, and moonshiners to arrest.
Unbeknownst to the Prohibition officers when they were first
dispatched, the primary threat to Prohibition in the Appalachia hills
was not the moonshiners themselves. In fact, the group that posed the
biggest threat had "neither the knowledge nor the desire to run a
still.” 17 Despite this groups’ lack of moonshining knowledge, they
were one of the most competent gangs of good ’ol boys at the time
and the primary reason that whiskey remained the “drink of
freedom” 18 in the South. Although they specialized in smoothly
executed missions, stealth was not part of their job description. In
fact, those who excelled realized that success was only attained
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through chaos, confusion, and noise. In other words, the most
important job requirement was a “wild driving style.” 19
These were the devils who dominated the county backroads
and the reason that “the culture of moonshine never died out.” 20 This
group had many names, the most popular being bootleggers, rumrunners, or trippers. 21 Employed by the moonshining moguls, the
“crime bosses [of] America’s hill country,” 22 these bootleggers
tended to be young men for whom the “automobile provided both
means and metaphor for freedom and power [as their] daily lives
often lacked both.” 23 As the “concepts of power and speed [were]
dominant in the thinking of these young men who [had] created for
themselves a most romantic self-image,” 24 it was no surprise that
their vehicles became “actually more important...than either medicine
or dress.” 25
For this group—many of whom were teenage boys as young
as twelve years old—there were several incentives to securing the job
as a moonshine runner. One of these incentives, of course, was the
fact that “[rum-running] offered a level of excitement, an adrenaline
rush, and a connection to traditional cultural ideals that ordinary life

19
John D. Miller, “Real NASCAR: White Lightning, Red Clay, and
Big Bill France Daniel S. Pierce,” In The Journal of Southern History, no. 4:
1028 (2011),
https://nexus.harding.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire
ct=true&AuthType=ip&db=edsjsr& AN=edsjsr.41305754&scope=site.
20
Joyce, 71.
21
Randal L. Hall, "Before NASCAR: The Corporate and Civic
Promotion of Automobile Racing in the American South, 1903-1927," In The
Journal of Southern History 68, no. 3 (2002): 633. doi:10.2307/3070161.
22
Joyce, 71.
23
Miller, 24.
24
Maurer, 77.
25
Miller, 24.

71

Tenor of Our Times
on the farm or life in the mill village could not match.” 26 A second
incentive involved the feeling of power behind the steering wheel
which was “most satisfying to [those men who owned virtually]
nothing.” 27 Another incentive concentrated on how they, as the
“brains and brawn” 28 of the era, had the opportunity to manipulate
and conquer the mental, mechanical, and physical aspects of their
environment. 29 A final motive was, of course, the irresistibility of “a
fast car and the hazards of the chase.” 30
Because driving like a maniac to outrun the law required “a
strong dose of audacity as well as driving skill,” 31 only the bravest
recognized that these incentives possessed the flawless qualities of a
perfect dare. Those willing to accept this dare learned quickly that
their role as a driver “involved bridging the divide between [life as
an] individual on one hand...and [their] role in a much larger
economic and social framework on the other.” 32 While this
encapsulated the essence of what it meant to be a successful rumrunner, “for many young men...racing a stock [was] a perfect ‘outlet
for the self- assertiveness and self-indulgence' that had been
important features of their culture since childhood.”33
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While bootlegging tended to attract more males than it did
females, several women engaged in the illegal rum-running business,
one of the most notable being Willie Carter Sharpe. Sharpe, a
mountain girl from West Virginia who had married the son of a
moonshine magnate, had a tremendously successful bootlegging
career which financed a set of trademark diamond-studded teeth. 33 In
an interview conducted during her later life, she said, “‘It was the
excitement got me’ [as she explained] the lure of leading liquor
caravans on high-speed chases as federal officers fired shots at her
tires.” 34
While it may seem strange that the threat of bootlegging to
Prohibition was greater than that of moonshining, the explanation for
this was fairly simple and originated, unsurprisingly, at the federal
level. Due to a lack of federal funding, the law enforcers assigned to
hunting in the Appalachian region were inhibited from buying faster
cars and were constantly suffering defeat at the hands of their
speedier prey. Thus, the only hope for these officers was that they
would “confiscate enough such cars to engage in effective pursuit” 35
and eventually outrun the liquor-toting hooligans whose “chromeplated engines [had been] souped-up to outdistance any conventional
factory model[s]” 36 like those commissioned to the law enforcers.
Thus, in the society “characterized by disrespect for authority,” 37 the
federals’ efforts to enforce the ban were often futile and ineffective
against the powerful moonshining machine of the South.
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Engaging in and winning the “deadly speed contests [with
the] federal revenue officers” 38 did not require the bootleggers to
procure specific brands or types of automobiles. In fact, practically
all vehicles with relatively spacious interiors for toting crates of
moonshine—“Fords, Oldsmobiles, Pontiacs, Chevrolets, and
Hudsons” 39—were employed in rum-running. Owning one of these
vehicles propelled early drivers to the “forefront of social
advancement” 40 within their communities and established them as
the dominating drivers of the early stock car races.
Because the “automobile[was] a ‘new frontier’ at that
time...guys who worked in garages were always trying to invent ‘the
better mousetrap,’ trying to come up with a slicker and better
solution to make their cars run better.” 41 This “extreme love and
knowledge of automobiles and engines” 42 was, then, a fairly new
obsession with the youth of Appalachian society. Thus, as time went
on and as “more and more Ford Model T’s and other cheap cars
found their way to the used market or to junkyards,” 43 affinity for the
automobile world only increased.
While talent on the road was extremely pertinent to
maintaining the moonshiner lifestyle, aptitude inside the automechanic shop was just as crucial. In other words, the illegal
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transportation of the precious cargo relied just as heavily on the
expertise of the Southern mechanics, those making the cars, as it did
the bootleggers. One of the more famous mechanics was Red Vogt,
who operated out of Atlanta, Georgia, and who specialized in
building fast engines for both bootlegging and cop cars. Among
Vogt’s distinguished patronage, in fact, were Frank Mundy and
Raymond Parks, both of whom were early Southern stock car racing
kings.45
One obvious rum-running vehicle modification was, of
course, the reconstruction of its interior to allow more storage space.
It is important to note, however, that “beyond storage capacity...it
was a car’s engine that mattered most to a whiskey tripper.” 44 While
many bootleggers relied on the strength of Ford V-8's to outrun the
cop cars, the most coveted piece of rum-runner machinery was the
Cadillac engine. Unfortunately, this engine was only installed in
ambulances; thus, the only way to procure one was if “an ambulance
crashed, or somehow or other ended up in the junkyard or for sale by
the city.” 45 Of course, in addition to engine transplants, mechanics
took various other actions to ensure outstanding vehicle performance.
“Often three carburetors were lined up
on the engine head, the last one
delivering raw gas at speeds over 100
miles per hour. Gear ratios were
modified, and an extra battery replaced
the generator in order to send the entire
horsepower of the engine to the drive
shaft. This power in tum was increased
phenomenally by expanding the cylinder
bore and installing oversized pistons.
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The back seats were removed or
removable so that the trunk and the back
seat became a continuous compartment
capable of holding up to 100 gallons of
whiskey. The front seats were welded in
and oversized tires were desirable.
Usually oversized shock absorbers or
load lifters were installed over the rear
axle to prevent the car from riding low
when loaded. These cars were
notoriously hard to start. They sputtered
and limped along in urban traffic, but
once on the open road their performance
at high speed was amazing.” 46
In addition to vehicle modifications, which included measures
such as the installation of “fake police lights and bumpers that easily
fell off when law enforcement attempted to use specially designed
devices to grab [the back of their cars],” 47 bootleggers introduced
several driving innovations that are still employed in modern racing
culture. For instance, the driving technique now known as the powerslide but initially dubbed the Bootlegger U-turn 48 was first employed
by moonshine-runners who quickly learned that they needed to use
their speed to their advantage instead of letting it only serve as a
distance propellent. This technique was polished by trippers who
were tired of their fast driving becoming obstructed by the
curvaceous mountain roads, frequent road blocks, and occasional
forced detours which ended in federal ambushes. Put simply, this
46
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move involved applying one’s brake just enough to allow the car’s
back to swing around in order to round sharp corners smoothly
without flipping—sometimes a full 180 degrees—to pass tailing
cops.
The “roar of race cars disturbed humid afternoons” 49 in the
South long before the formation of organized racing events. In fact, it
was not uncommon for off-duty moonshinerunners to participate in
small, “‘informal races’” 50 on weekends which promoted those
“traditional southern conceptions of honor and manliness” 51 as they
were regarded by enthusiastic attendees. For many of these
bootleggers, “staging amateur races in pastures and cornfields to see
whose car was faster and which driver the most adept” 52 provided the
inspiration many needed to continue racing after Prohibition ended 53
and there was no more need to spin tires and spit dirt at cop cars.
Eventually, what was “almost a neurotic attachment [to their]
automobile[s], coupled with their preoccupation with speed and their
superb driving” 54 skills led many of these former bootleggers to
participate in the earliest organized stock car races. Interestingly,
some of the earliest “distinctions between true stock cars and
modified racing machines” 55 in these races featured vehicle
modifications such as open cockpits. As the years progressed and
stock car racing became more popular, it became obvious that liquor
had provided a purpose for the racing but only those who had
“caught the racing bug” 56 were imbued with that ineradicable passion
49

Hall, 634.
Ibid., 635.
51
Ibid., 655.
52
Joyce, 91.
53
Peck,14.
54
Maurer, 76 & 77.
55
Hall, 649.
56
Miller, 36.
50

77

Tenor of Our Times
to pursue some of the most distinguished racing careers in the sport’s
history.
Smokey Purser was one of the first to catch this racing bug.
In fact, for years prior to his career in Daytona Beach, Florida, as a
racecar driver and bar and grill businessman, he was a mountain
bootlegger who disguised his bootlegging truck by painting “Fresh
Florida Fish” on the outside and stinking up the inside with dead fish
he threw in the back. 57 Another example was Junior Johnson, who
“claimed that the fastest he ever drove was in a 1951 Ford” when he
hauled his father’s homemade whiskey through the Blue Ridge
Mountains.” 58 Others included one of NASCAR’s finest, Bobby
Welborn, who recalled toting around fifty gallons of moonshine a
week in his bootlegging car, and “Curtis Turner, whom some claim
to be NASCAR’s best driver ever, [who started] making the
Charlotte bootlegging run by age ten.” 59 Multiple other, including
“Lloyd Seay and Roy Hall, both of whom got their start running
homemade liquor” 60 would also go on to become some of America’s
first driving legends. Of course, while most Southern drivers took
pride in their bootlegging backgrounds, there were a few who refused
to acknowledge any former connection to the moonshine-running
heritage. One of these dissenters was Lee Petty, an early NASCAR
racer described by his friends as a twofaced, “churlish despot who
would do anything to win” a race. 61
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Unfortunately, there were many who shared Lee Petty’s
negative sentiments toward the sport’s origins. In fact, for years
following Prohibition, many racing enthusiasts dismissed Southern
stock car racing because it lacked respectability, a virtue at the “core
of production-based racing and more established forms of purposebuilt racing.” 62 In fact, prior to the emergence of Southern stock car
racing, “most of the officially sanctioned auto racing in the United
States was open wheeled, costly, exclusive, elitist, largely northern,
used professional drivers” 63 and was modeled after the Indy 500. One
of the most well-known voices of reproach to the moonshine
influence in Southern stock car racing was Bill France, a northerner
who founded NASCAR in Florida in 1948. His aversion to the
smudge which moonshine had left on the Southern racing culture
began NASCAR’s opening day when a Ford, owned by former
moonshiner Raymond Parks, 64 won the first race. France’s
embitterment toward racing bootleggers worsened from that point on,
and eventually, “consistent losses to moonshiners who...dominate[d]
his sport” 65 propelled his rejection of “much of the lore and origins
of stock car racing” 66 and encouraging NASCAR itself to obscure or
sanitizing the moonshining portion of the organization’s history. 67
Despite its rocky start nurtured by decades of societal
prejudice, perpetual rivalries between northern and southern drivers,
and, in some regions, extended periods of outright banishment and
exclusion of bootleggers and racketeers 68 from local racing events,
stock car racing, “‘with its noise, dirt, powerful cars, and
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consumption of alcoholic beverages,’ became ‘a symbol of the
southern way of living.’” 69 Gradually, it even evolved into a means
of “reconciliation between the once antagonistic regions” 70 and
became of the most valued and shared social pastimes of northern
and southern culture. In fact, today, it is “the country’s second-most
popular spectator sport after football.” 71
While it may seem that the greatest promoter of stock car
racing in the rural American South was the whiskey prerogative, the
true inspiration behind the sport was Prohibition. This, however, does
not mean that whiskey’s role in the sport should be completely
dismissed. Instead, “rather [than being viewed as] an accessory to a
tired and noxious stereotype, moonshine [should be considered the]
part of a bedrock for a renewed Appalachian identity.” 72 This fresh
identity confirmed the South’s historical standing as an “inseparable
synthesis of tradition and transition” as well as cultural embodiment
of continuity and change. 73
Without Prohibition, there would have been no need for rumrunners to outrun the law. In other words, the need for high-speed car
chases would not have existed. Advancement toward modern
technological innovations within the automobile industry would have
been unlikely to occur without the kickstart that the Prohibition
provided, prompting early bootleggers to modify their cars and
perfect driving maneuvers such as the power-slide. Without
Prohibition, there would not have been weekend races featuring offduty moonshiners nor would there have been the continuation of
racing events after Prohibition ended. Furthermore, neither would
there have been a profitable purpose for young Southern boys to start
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driving or the promise of adventure as it was once found in the
excitement of a speedy late-night moonshine run. Because of the
declaration of war on demon rum, thousands of young bootleggers
dared to inspire a sport representative of a community which had
exchanged its suppressed cultural values for the formation of one of
America’s most beloved pastimes.
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IF THESE WALLS COULD TALK
By Madison Barnhill
I’ll always remember the summer of 2018 because it forever
changed my life. I spent three months doing preservation work in my
home-town of historic Franklin, Tennessee. Located just fourteen miles
south of Nashville, Franklin is home to many civil war and historic sites.
Being raised in such an environment is what initially led to my love of
history. That summer I was selected to work as an intern with two
amazing historic organizations: the Williamson County Archives and the
Hiram Masonic Lodge No. 7. These internships reinforced my desire to
work in the preservation and archival field when I graduate from
college.
Interning at Williamson County Archives enabled me to
experience the behind-the-scenes work of a museum and archive. My
days consisted of tasks like cleaning two-hundred-year-old documents
and preparing antique textiles for long-term storage. This opportunity to
practice my preservation skills and actually “touch history” made each
day of working there a joy. Occasionally, I would take longer than
necessary to clean a document because I would get caught up in reading
the text and become so fascinated with the history and the story that I
could not put it down.
The oldest document I was assigned to preserve was a petition
dated from 1803. Several citizens of the town wanted to save a tree
from being cut down and replaced by a road (preservation was obviously
important to people back in the 1800s as well). The petition explained
that this tree was important to the community because it had seen the
town grow up around it, and these residents of Franklin wanted to
preserve that historic landmark. That tree was standing there before the
country was founded; even before Europeans came to this country.
The petitioners did not want ‘progress’ if it meant losing a piece of their
history. After reading this narrative and feeling such a kinship to the
85

Tenor of Our Times
petitioners, you can imagine how excited I was when I turned the
document over to see “Approved” written across the back of it.
Sometimes I would read over a petition or a legal filing and my
curiosity would get the better of me. I would stop what I was doing and
use the resources at the Archives to dig a little deeper into the
background of the issue. On one such occasion I was reading a court
filing regarding an out-of-state family that was moving to Franklin.
They had commissioned a builder to construct them a home, sight
unseen, in a good location. They were now suing the builder because
they believed he had built their house in a “poor part of town.” The
pages of supporting documents were attached to the filing by an old
rusty nail. The family filed numerous complaints about the poor
construction of the house and the overcharges that occurred. The
documents included meticulous details, such as the number of shingles
used (“3250 shingles at $5 per thousand = $16.25”), the exact number of
door hinges that were used, and how much each had cost. This must
have been a grand house because of the large amount of money invested
into it. However, the owners were extremely upset because the builder
had advertised the location as a ‘prime spot in Nashville,’ and they
didn’t think it lived up to that description. This piqued my interest, so I
investigated where the home had been located. This proved to be
somewhat problematic because the street names listed on the law suit
were from the early 1800s. I was able to locate the earliest dated map in
the archive and I overlaid it with a current map. I discovered that the
piece of property was directly in the heart of Nashville, on the corner of
3rd Avenue and Broadway, where now sits one of the tallest buildings in
the state. What a rewarding feeling, to be able to track down the history
of the document and solve the mystery of where this ‘poor piece of
property’ was actually located.
Days were just as exciting while working at Hiram Masonic
Lodge No. 7. It is the oldest public building in Franklin (circa 1823) and
the first three-story building ever constructed in Tennessee. Even
though it is a national landmark, years and lack of preservation led to its
deterioration. Currently, there is a preservation team on-site working to
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uncover and preserve its story, and I was selected to intern with them
over the summer.
The Lodge housed thousands of soldiers during the Civil War,
and both the ravages of war and the soldiers housed in the building left
their mark. Hour by hour I painstakingly peeled back layers of paint
with a scalpel from one small section of wall; often to uncover graffiti
written by a wounded soldier. This preservation process requires the
removal of individual layers of paint until the final layer of water-based
paint is reached, and then gingerly working around the handwritten
messages with instruments such as a Q-Tip so as to not damage or
smudge the image. It quickly became obvious that soldiers, many of
whom were very young men, or even boys (average age of the civil war
soldier was 25 years old) have not changed much over the centuries.
Written on almost all of the walls were drawings and animations, math
problems figuring out their pay, vulgar messages to each other, as well
as simple signatures. Every time I uncovered some new drawing or
message, it was like stepping back in time and getting a glimpse of the
men who stood in that very spot so many years ago.
Towards the end of the summer the preservation team began to
dig under the foundations of the Lodge, which was the dirtiest part of the
job. Crawling and digging around under a 200 year-old building can be
unsettling; especially if you are uncomfortable with spiders and
discarded animal bones. But I continually found little treasures that
made the hunt worthwhile. There were shards of stained glass from the
original windows, pre-Civil War buttons, remnants of the original
painted sheet rock, and a small iron cannon ball. These relics from the
past continue to tell the story of the history of this Masonic Lodge.
The experiences I had at the Archive and Lodge during the
summer of 2018 were incredibly exciting, and I am grateful that I had
the opportunity to work with these two wonderful organizations. Being
able to actually touch history and be involved with hands-on
preservation work made this my favorite summer yet and confirmed that
I had chosen the right career path. Now I know that walls can actually
talk.
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19TH CENTURY DEVELOPMENTS IN FOOD PRESERVATION
By Jessica Mitchell
The availability of food supplies plays a crucial role in the
survival of a population. The Irish Potato Famine is a prime example of a
disaster that ensues when a group of people lose a large portion of food
normally used to sustain life. Though the famine could not have been
prevented by food preservation methods, it still displays the importance
of the developments in making food storage more practical, accessible,
and durable. Through varying tactics, three European men in the 19th
century contributed essential groundwork for the development of food
preservation and safety to reach modern standards. Nicholas Appert, the
pioneer who paved the path, Peter Durand, the developer who improved
on Appert’s base, and Louis Pasteur, the innovator who finalized a
modern approach to the safety and conservation of perishables, redefined
the ways that food was consumed and stored with their cultivation of
procedures like sealing, canning, and pasteurizing.
Nicolas Appert was not the first nor the last person to discover a
lasting way to combat food spoilage. Since ancient times, people have
utilized the shielding qualities of cold, salt, smoke, and fermentation
against the decay of perishable foods. 1 Though these methods have been
used throughout the centuries, it was not until the early 1800s that
Appert used the expertise of his background as a chef and confectioner
to hone the skill of preserving food in glass vessels. 2 Appert’s
inspiration to experiment stemmed from his disdain for the typical
1
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issues associated with the original methods of preservation: “the drying
took away the aroma, changed the taste of the juices, and hardened the
fibers, making the food difficult to chew;” he also noted that “salt gave
the food an unpleasant acerbity and made it tough and indigestible.” 3
For many years, he experimented alone to find a new procedure to keep
food edible without diminishing its qualities and nutrition. When people
began rioting in Paris in 1795 over the soaring price of sugar, Appert
moved outside of the city and devoted even more of his time to
investigating his methods of preserving food. 4
The French army was so desperate to prevent scurvy among
their men, the government even offered a reward of 12,000 francs to
“anyone who could find a means of preserving the victuals of soldiers
and sailors.” 5 Not only did Appert send several sealed glass jars to the
French navy to collect the prize, but he also began selling his jars of food
within his village. These jars were used in 1803 after months of storage
when a fleet of French ships were blockaded by the British. The sailors
were incredibly appreciative of Appert’s products because they sent back
a positive report that “the broth in bottles was good, the broth with boiled
beef in another bottle was very good as well but a little weak; the beef
itself was very edible. The beans and green peas, both with and without
meat, have all the freshness and flavor of freshly picked vegetables.” 6
His invention had excelled enough to earn him the prize money awarded
by The Bureau Consultatif des Arts et Manufactures. 7 Benefitting
financially from his success, Appert was able to convert his humble
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workshop into a fully thriving industry. This establishment was
“employing 25 to 40 women during the summer to prepare and bottle the
vegetables, while a shop…sold them.” 8 In a book that he later published,
he described not only his preservation method but his workspace as well.
He depicted his shop as being a “laboratory” with “four apartments” that
all housed a different portion of the process. 9 In the first apartment, all
substances from animals to broth are properly prepared for preservation
by a multitude of kitchen essentials. In the second apartment, substances
like milk, cream, and whey are carefully prepared for their preservation.
In the third apartment, after substances going into the jars has been
readied, they were corked and put into bottles, vessels, and bags. Finally,
in the fourth apartment, heat was applied with “three large copper
boilers” in a “water-bath” fashion to the corked and bagged glass
vessels. 10 His “milk and vegetables in his little bottles turned out to keep
remarkably well” using this process, so it was approved by two
committees in both 1804 and 1810. 11
The press of the time was impressed by the work that Appert had
managed to achieve as exhibited through their attention to his
revolutionary method of food preservation. In February of 1809, The
Courrier de l’Europe stated that “M. Appert has found a way to fix the
seasons; at his establishment, spring, summer and autumn live in

8

Ibid., 738.
Nicolas Appert, The Art of Preserving All Kinds of Animal and
Vegetable Substances for Several Years: A Work Published by Order of the
French Minister of the Interior, on the Report of the Board of Arts and
Manufacturing, Charleston: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform,
2015, 21.
10
Appert, The Art of Preserving All Kinds of Animal and Vegetable
Substances for Several Years: A Work Published by Order of the French
Minister of the Interior, on the Report of the Board of Arts and Manufacturing,
21-22.
11
Toussaint-Samat, Maguelonne, History of Food, 738.
9

91

Tenor of Our Times
bottles.” 12 The spread of Appert’s influence did not stop with the media’s
praises. In 1810, he published his own book outlining his preservation
process called The Art of Preserving: All Kinds of Animal and Vegetable
Substances for Several Years. He shared his methods “so that everyone
could preserve food at home” without a patent. 13 This simple process of
heating and sealing glass jars was summed up in a few chapters in the
beginning of his book before he continued to describe the additions to
the process necessary for specific substances like gravy or grape syrup. 14
The same year that Appert’s book was published, an English
merchant, Peter Durand, received a patent for his canning process that
held a great deal of similarities to Appert’s. While Appert published his
findings to the world for just the price of a book, Durand sold his
patented method to engineers for a thousand pounds. 15 There remains a
lot of controversy whether Durand’s idea was original or copied from
Appert’s work. Also, there is some speculation to whether Durand and
Appert were working together on these projects. 16 Regardless of the
uncertainty, Peter Durand still managed to make his mark on history for
his major contributions to the next phase of food preservation: canning.
Though using a similar method of preserving as Appert had with
his glass jars, Durand investigated keeping food in tin cans. In an
experiment, Durand convinced Captain George King to take some of
Durand’s cans of food with him on his voyage from November of 1812
to July of 1813. Upon return, Captain King reported that the food was
12
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equally good throughout the trip; he even speculated that “I have no
doubt [the cans] will keep in all climates.” 17
In his patent, Durand described his method in detail that was
comparable to Appert’s book. There were two main steps to Durand’s
process. First, the substances intended for storage were enclosed in a
vessel (mainly tin cans) and sealed by corking. Second, once the vessels
were closed, they were wrapped in straw or cloth and placed in a boiler
filled with water. Durand also mentioned that vegetables and meats
should not be fully cooked when placed in the can because they will heat
in the water-bath and cook further. Finally, he recommended the use of
tin cans over any other type of jar because of the lack of fragility when
traveling on the seas. 18
Many years later, Louis Pasteur presented a different type of
measure to preserve food in its safest state for consumption to France.
Pasteur was a scientist who had a passion for experimentation; this drove
him to become a leader in his field and contribute many discoveries to
modern science. 19 Pertaining to food, Pasteur is most famous for the
process that bears his name to this day: pasteurization. 20
In order to eventually develop pasteurization, Pasteur had to do
some preliminary work with fermentation to understand the root
problem. Though it was contemporary scientific thought that the agents
responsible for fermentation developed through “spontaneous
generation,” Pasteur had conducted enough studies with droplets of wine
17
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under microscopes to pinpoint the difference in anaerobic and aerobic
organisms. 21 Pasteur was also able to determine that “in ageing…wine
sometimes deteriorates as if by the action of new fermentations…the
new, unwanted fermentations were carried on the hands of grape-pickers
(not to mention the feet of grape-crushers), and contaminated the
[wine].” 22 Pasteur experimented with a number of chemicals to
decontaminate the wine but finally decided that “heat as a sterilizing
agent” held the most promise. 23 Many at the time thought that heating
the wine would essentially take away its wine-like qualities, but Pasteur
proved that “heating to a temperature of 53 degrees centigrade, followed
by immediate and swift cooling, neutralized the unwanted pathogenic
germs and did not spoil the flavor of the wine.” 24 Around this
temperature, the heat was “sufficient to improve the keeping qualities of
ordinary wine” and must be “applied only after the oxygen originally
present in the bottle had become exhausted.” 25 From pasteurization’s
conception in the wine industry, it moved to other areas with spoilage
problems like dairy. Pasteur found that with milk, “it is only necessary to
heat it to about 60℃.”26
Like Appert and Durand, Pasteur also had his findings
published. In 1857, Pasteur “presented in his preliminary paper on lactic
acid a precise statement of the laws and methodology of a new science
devoted to microorganisms and to the role they play in the economy of
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matter.” 26, 27, 28 He followed by stating in 1861 that “fermentation is life
without oxygen,” but he did not fully justify the claim until 1872. 29, 30
Armed with his now tried-and-true method of pasteurization,
Pasteur visited some of the largest beer breweries in London to share his
knowledge in 1871. In one brewery, he found numerous foreign ferments
in the beer and showed the shocked managers the lesser quality of yeast
to which they had recently switched. Pasteur furthered his knowledge of
the process of beer to aid in his experiments, and he even published a
book, Studies on Beer after all of his discoveries. In France, the Congress
of French Brewers “gave to Pasteur the credit for the great improvements
which had been made in the brewing industry” due to his “‘pasteurizing’
beer and wine” in 1889. 31
In conclusion, during the course of the 19th century, Europe
produced some of the most prominent figures in the food preservation
industry. Nicolas Appert, Peter Durand, and Louis Pasteur gave the
world essential means of keeping food edible for long periods of time,
allowing society to advance beyond having to collect food daily for
subsistence. Nicolas Appert made the initial discovery of how heat could
aid in preservation by sealing glass bottles and dropping them into a
boiling water-bath. Peter Durand followed quickly with his discovery
that, in addition to Appert’s process, tin cans were better equipped to
make voyages across the seas and elsewhere because of their sturdy
quality; this led to the method of canning as it is known today. Louis
Pasteur settled the issue of early spoilage in wine, beer, and milk by
developing the process of pasteurization that heated the substance at a
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relatively low temperature and then quickly cooled it off to kill any
outside fermentation contaminants. From the ancient times when humans
would use salt, smoke, and dehydration as ways of keeping food, to
modern times when actually preserving food without compromising its
qualities was made possible through the findings of the 19th century, the
care and storage of food has come a long way.
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19TH CENTURY DEVELOPMENT OF REFRIGERATION IN THE
AMERICAN MEAT PACKING INDUSTRY
By David I. Smith
The United States, particularly the city of Chicago, proved to be
the center of the development of modern refrigeration. The United States
led the cutting edge for refrigerator technology as well as natural ice
manufacturing by decades in various areas. Certain technologies such as
refrigerated railway cars and cold storage facilities proved to be
monumental to advancement in the industry. Various works of meat
packing giants made revolutionization of refrigerator technology
possible. Chicago meat packing titans such as Armour, Hammond, and
Swift were key to the development of this transformation. This paper
analyzes the development of Chicago’s meat packing industry and its
role in refrigeration, and the invention of these key technologies. By
analyzing the development of refrigerated transport and cold storage
facilities it’s possible to understand that the local and global success of
the meat-packing industry was due to the constant evolution of
refrigeration technology spanning decades in the United States from the
19th century to the early 20th century.
There was no other meat-packing industry in the world that was
affected more by the development of refrigeration than Chicago. To
understand the influence which refrigeration had on the industry it’s
important to understand not only how the development of refrigeration
transformed the industry in Chicago but also how it affected Chicago as
well. This is important because the effects of refrigeration completely
relied on the development of railroads because of the refrigerator car.
The use of the refrigerator car in Chicago shattered old distribution
methods throughout the United States and completely transformed the
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industry. Development of refrigeration and transportation in Chicago led
the city to become the meat packing center of the world. 1
The effects of railroads were monumental on Chicago’s meat
packing industry. Before railroad developments around Chicago
spanning the years of 1848 to 1861 Chicago was not even the biggest
meat-packing industry in Illinois. 2 The beginning of the meat packing
industry can be traced to Cincinnati in 1818 in which the first
slaughterhouse opened. 3 As population moved
West over time, more slaughter houses began to open in cities such as
Louisville and St. Louis. 4
The problem with Chicago’s development was that in the 1830s
and early 1840s there were no railroads surrounding the city and there
was no adequate transportation linking the north and west. 5 It was not
until the late 1840s that Chicago’s industry began to transform. With the
creation of the Galena and Chicago railways in 1848, the creation of the
Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana railway in 1852, and the
creation of the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific railway in 1854 the
industry exploded. 6 By 1861 13 rail lines reached Chicago. 7 In Illinois
alone railing mileage grew from 131 miles in 1850 to 7,851 miles in
1880. 8 Most of these railways connected to Chicago in some way.
Within the first two years of the 1848 Galena and Chicago railway’s
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creation, the pork shipped out of Chicago increased 300 percent. 9
Because of this Chicago became a hub for rail routes which led to its
development as “the leading commercial center.”10
The primary reason refrigeration played such an enormous
impact on this developing industry was because of the invention and use
of the refrigerator car by various meat packing giants in Chicago, one of
these being Gustavus Swift. Swift went from a boy working under a
local butcher to buying his own slaughterhouse in Boston and eventually
to his founding of a Chicago packing company named “Swift and
Company” in 1871. 11 Before the refrigerator car meat-packing almost
exclusively relied on drying, smoking, and packing meat in brine or dry
salt to preserve the integrity of the meat. 12 Fresh meat was only
obtainable through local slaughterhouses. 13 First attempts on refrigerated
transport began in the early 1860s through the Michigan Central
railroad. 14 The first “refrigerator car” which transported meat across the
country was pioneered by George Henry Hammond, a giant in the
Chicago meat packing industry. To call Hammond’s car a “refrigerator
car” leads the reader to believe that some form of mechanical
refrigeration such as ammonia compression systems were used. On the
contrary, these crude railway cars were simply regular cars equipped with
bins of ice along the sides of the interior.15
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Regular rail cars were filled with ice bins on both sides “capable
of holding from two to three thousand pounds of ice.” 16 Because of this
method being in its early stages, this method could only preserve the
meat for a few days. 17 Hammond’s method succeeded in delivering
dressed meet from Detroit to Boston in his “Davis Pattern refrigerator
car.” 18 Dressed meat would be “suspended from the rafters and
ceiling.” 19 The result was that meat were “set swinging like
pendulums.” 20 To remedy this, evolution of the refrigerator car resulted
in more well-managed suspension and placement of dressed beef.
Natural ice was placed in an “ice bin” or “bunker” at one end of the car. 21
The problem with this method was that the meat “became discolored and
spoiled quickly.” 22 Though ice was present in the car with the meat, it
was not capable of keeping the meat cold enough not to spoil. Swift later
expanded this idea and create a refrigerator car which completely
transformed the meat packing industry and revolutionized refrigerated
transport.
Swift achieved this by hiring an inventor named Andrew Chase
who received a patent for the project.23 Swift’s car had more of an
emphasis on ventilation and succeeded in using less ice than any other
car at the time. 24 In his design, air filtered into the car through the
bunker, chilling it so that “it drops down, circulating through the car.” 25
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Eventually, as it became closer to its original temperature, it rose up and
filtered out of the car through a ventilator. 26 This resulted in a
continuous process where air constantly circulated throughout the car and
meat was fixed securely to allow efficient and complete refrigeration. 27
Refrigerator cars “enabled dressed beef to be slaughtered in
Chicago and shipped to the East at a lower cost than livestock.” 28
Before this, livestock had to be transported to the East then slaughtered
and packed because meat would spoil and perish during the journey
without refrigeration. While in prairies cattle could graze and be
managed at a low cost, in manufacturing plants they were expensive to
continuously feed and maintain. 29 There were multiple reasons why
livestock shipping was inefficient compared to the dressed beef
transition. The most glaring reason was the amount of space cattle took
up. Only 60% of the cow was edible and the cattle had to be fed and
watered along the journey to the east. 30 Ogden Armour, son of the
meat packing titan of Armour & Co., states that “a steer weighing one
thousand pounds would dress five hundred and fifty pounds.” 31More
than half of the cow was wasted, making the private car line expensive
for meat packers. 32 Dressed beef weighed less, took up less space,
required no facilities along the way and as a result of this transition,
butchering could be centralized in Chicago. 33
This transition to refrigerated railway cars caused eastern
livestock shippers to lower meat costs as well as force railroads to lower
26
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prices for livestock shipping to combat this new industry. This was
possible because railroads had massive investments in the eastern
livestock shipping industry. 34 These tight relations between eastern
livestock shippers and the railroads branching out of Chicago made it
difficult for Swift to use his refrigerator car in the beginning. In a
newspaper article published in 1881, the Chicago Tribune stated that in
regard to refrigerator cars that “it encountered great opposition at first
from the butchers in the East, who believed that their business would
suffer greatly from the competition.” 35 The butchers were greatly aided
by railroad managers “who were interested in stockyards and cattle-rings,
who thought the new industry, if successful, would diminish the
shipments of livestock and thus curtail the profits they derived from the
cattle business.” 36
Railroads refused to build these cars for Swift because of their
heavy investments in the eastern livestock shipping industry so Swift was
forced to go to the Detroit Michigan Car Company to build ten prototype
refrigerator cars. 37 Swift used the Grand Trunk railroad system to put his
cars to use because it was the only railroad system that didn’t have ties to
the eastern industry. 38 Early on, only the biggest packers in Chicago
could make this transition to refrigerator cars. 39 The high costs of the
cars required heavy investments as they were more expensive than
regular railroad cars. 40 Substantial increases in monopoly over the
industry resulted from this transition for the big packers of Chicago while
smaller packers were overtaken. Eventually the success of the
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refrigerator car revolutionized the industry and forced eastern livestock
shippers to either form alliances with western dressed beef shippers or
disappear completely. 41
The centralization of the butchering in Chicago and the
monumental impact of refrigerated transport resulted in an environment
ripe for business. Chicago dominated the meat packing industry at the
turn of the 20th century. By 1900, Chicago employed “25,000 of the
country’s 68,000 packinghouse employees.” 42 In 1902 the total value of
products produced by the meat packing industries of America totaled
$785,500,000 with one-third of that being from Chicago’s industry
alone. 43 In 1906, Packingtown, the famous location of the meatpacking
factories of Chicago, employed 30,000 men and slaughtered 10,000
animals each day to meet the demands of 30 to 40 million consumers in
America and abroad. 44 In this year the meat products and by products
exceeded “the sum of 600,000 annually.” 45
While refrigerated transport was impacting the meat packing
industry, development in cold storage technology and use in the late 19th
century and early 20th century was revolutionizing the industry as well.
As stated earlier, in the 1800s there was a major transformation of the
economy due to the shift from localized merchants practicing meat trade
to regional manufacturers. Quincy, Illinois became a hub for distributions
and local entrepreneurs began setting aside large warehouses to collect
41
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pork and other animals. 46 These early warehouses such as those in Texas
used a variety of forms to store meat which evolved over time such as
“pickling meats” which involved placing meat in barrels of salt water and
sealing it. 47 The next method warehouses used was drying meats in order
to preserve them over long periods of time. 48 Other warehouses began
opening throughout the west and with these warehouses came
refrigeration development and the entrance of cold storage facilities
known early on as ice houses. Walsh states in “From Pork Merchant to
Meat Packer: The Midwestern Meat Industry in the Mid Nineteenth
Century” that “while the size of packing plants had gradually increased in
midcentury thanks to improvements in transportation and greater
availability of capital, the sudden upsurge in their growth was due to the
technology of ‘ice’ packing.” 49
While natural ice dominated refrigerated transport, mechanical
refrigeration shined in the cold-storage realm. With natural ice, the
preservation of meat was unstable and unreliable. Meat could only be
shipped for short distances and there was not a high chance that it would
be in good condition when it arrived. Many factors contributed to this
such as the amount of ice, meat, the temperature, and humidity. These
were factors which did not have regulations in the late 19th century. 50
The transition to ammonia compression systems seemed to be the correct
route for manufacturers because it could maintain a precise temperature
which natural ice could not. By
46
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1914 mechanical refrigeration was the standard for meat packers.51
Before ammonia compression systems, Chicago meat packers
used ice to pack pork during the summer, but it was unreliable due to the
lack of control ice had over the temperature though it proved to be
successful enough for this process to expand to beef as well. 52 Ammonia
compression systems expanded cold storage and proved to be the most
reliable way to preserve meat. 53 Ammonia could not simply be used on
the meat is at way toxic and would taint the beef and pork so packers
would instead chill brine, a mix of salt and water, and circulate it
throughout the cold storage warehouses to be preserve the meat.54 In
1881 the first facilities for ammonia compression meat storage arrived in
Boston. These large buildings which could reach to 14 stories high
contained many levels of meat storage. With these massive facilities
came great risks though as explosions were always a possibility during
ammonia leaks and therefore insurance was very costly. 55
These facilities were put in place “to promote their dressed beef
in eastern cities.” 56 Meat packing companies “built branch sales offices
and cold storage warehouses” to bridge the gap between the east and
west. 57 Regarding Armour, the meat packing company had what were
called “branch houses,” which were cold storage facilities which kept
meat refrigerated for packers as well as local butchers. This allowed
local butchers to have a reliable way to maintain their meat and produce a
51
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yearlong inventory for consumers. These branches numbered about 300
hundred in the United States. 58 Smoke houses had a direct relationship
with these cold storage facilities. Smoke meats would be sent and stored
continuously throughout the year. 59
The fear of food shortages during wartime resulted in the need of
cold storage to continually supply US soldiers with food as well as
European allies. 60 Creation of the US Food administration had the
largest impact regarding public trust of cold storage through various laws
and regulations. In January 1908 the New York Tribune reported “the
despised and suspicioned cold storage facilities are now our best
friend.” 61 The most common laws were labeling laws which between
1911 and 1915 were laws that required cold storage facilities to put labels
on food displaying the age of the food that the consumer was buying. 62
By 1916, at least 1000 cold storage houses existed in the US as opposed
to 620 in 1904. 63 Rees states that “By 1952, America had 135 square
meters of cold storage space for every thousand people in the country.” 64
In conclusion, cold storage facilities revolutionized the industry
through efficient year-round storage for packaged meat as well as yearround meat for consumers. The invention of the refrigerator car
revolutionized the industry by providing efficient and reliable transport
for chilled, packaged meat and removed the old system of transporting
livestock, saving immeasurable amounts of money. Development of
railroads around Chicago led to the creation and use of the refrigerator
car while developments in mechanical refrigeration in the form of
ammonia compression led to the creation of efficient cold storage
facilities. While Swift manipulated air flow to created manageable cold,
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cold storage facilities, using mechanical refrigeration, managed cold with
precision. While many other developments in refrigeration led up the
creation of refrigerated transport and cold storage facilities such as the
evolution of the natural ice industry, these two technologies prove that
development in refrigeration was key in the revolutionization of the
American meat packing industry.
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THIS LAND IS OUR LAND: ANALYSIS OF THE SIX-DAY WAR
AND THE ROLE OF TERRITORY IN THE CONFLICT
By Michael W. Krupka
Over the course of human history, many things have changed to
match the development of time. Some of these transient aspects of life
are technology and culture. However, other aspects have remained
constant. One of the most pervasive concepts in human history is war.
While it is not a constant condition of states, the threat of war is a
permanent factor that plays into the decision-making processes of states.
War is costly and destructive, so why do states so often pursue it? Many
theories have been brought forward in an attempt to explain this
phenomenon. Among them, one of the most prevalent focuses on the role
of territory in war. This essay will analyze the way territory manifests
itself in the specific case of the Six-Day War of 1967.
The origins of the conflict go back to the establishment of Israel.
In response to growing demands for a Jewish state, the United Nations
created Israel in 1948. This stirred resentment among the Arabs in
Palestine, as well as those in the rest of Southwest Asia. 1 As the only
non-Muslim state in its vicinity, Israel quickly found itself to be the oddman-out in Southwest Asia. This resulted in multiple armed conflicts and
wars between Israel and Arab forces in the years prior to 1967.2 These
culminated in the Six-Day War, which once and for all solidified the
strength of Israel.
In addition to the obvious disparity of religion, the states of
Southwest Asia were all contending for the use of the limited supply of
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water. 2 Growing populations led to growing demands for water, and thus
strained the relations between Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon.3 In
1955, the United States, while under the Eisenhower Administration,
interposed to resolve this issue by arranging an accord that would
allocate the resources of the Jordan and Yarmouk rivers.
This accord was called the Johnston Plan, named after the chief
American negotiator at the time. 4 Although Israel immediately agreed to
the terms and began constructing their own water diversion system,
known as the National Water Carrier (NWC), the Arab states refused to
sign the agreement because it would solidify Israel’s legitimacy. 5 In the
years following 1955, the NWC was the target of numerous assaults by
its neighbors. For example, Seliktar references an Israeli report of 98
Syrian violations to the Johnston Plan between December 1962 and
August 1963. 6 These included kidnappings and murders of Israeli
farmers living along the Syrian border.
Along with the pressure to bring home water to their citizens, the
Arabs’ other explicit purpose in challenging the Israeli water system was
the eventual destruction of Israel. Seliktar explains that the Arabs
“claimed that utilizing the Jordan River… would increase its ability to
absorb more immigrants, further ensuring that state’s survival.” 7
Leading the charge against Israel was the Egyptian president,
Abdul Gamal Nasser, who sought to create a pan-Arab unified resistance
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to Israel’s existence. By 1963, Egypt, Syria, and Iraq announced plans to
form a United Arab Republic for the purpose of liberating Palestine. 8
This was exacerbated by the involvement of the USSR, who sought to
increase its influence in Southwest Asia as well as promulgate Socialist
ideals. During these years, the Soviets supplied arms and funds to Syria
and Egypt. Meanwhile, the United States were currently occupied with
the war in Vietnam, so it was limited in the amount of support it could
lend to Israel. 9 These patterns of hostility toward Israel continued to
escalate rapidly until 1967, when Nasser began the final steps to initiate
the war.
On May 14, 1967, Nasser moved Egypt’s forces into the Sinai
Peninsula toward Israel’s western border. Within four days he requested
that the United Nations remove its emergency forces in the peninsula.10
He continued his advance on Israel by blocking the Gulf of Aqaba from
Israeli shipping on May 22. This was a significant blow to Israel’s
economy and supply lines, as the Gulf of Aqaba provided its sole seatrade route to the Red Sea and the East. Then, on May 30, the leader of
Jordan, King Hussein, signed a defensive pact with Egypt and thereby
relinquished control of Jordanian troops to the Egyptian military. Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia also joined this pact, although they
kept control of their forces. 11 Over the next few days, Arab forces
continued to encroach on the Israeli border from all sides with the
Lebanese and Syrians moving in from the North and Northeast; the
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Iraqis, Jordanians, and Saudis in the East; and the Egyptians in the
West. 12
The outlook was bleak for Israel until they launched a surprise
airstrike on the Egyptian airbase early in the morning of June 5. This
nearly wiped out the entire Egyptian air force. 13 A similar assault dealt a
devastating blow to Syria’s air force that afternoon. 14 These attacks were
so well executed that the defenders did not even have a chance to get
their aircraft off the ground. Now without air support, the Arab forces
were vulnerable to attack. Israel took advantage of this opportunity and
attacked its opponents on three fronts: Egypt’s forces in the Sinai
Peninsula, Syrian forces in the Golan Heights, and Jordan’s troops in
Jerusalem and the West Bank. Due to their air superiority and clever
maneuvering, the Israeli forces were able to defeat the Egyptians and
conquer the entire Sinai Peninsula up to the Suez Canal in only three
days. 15 They then turned their attention to the Golan Heights and West
Bank. Despite heavy enemy fortifications at both fronts, Israel succeeded
in taking the West Bank on June 7 and the Golan Heights on June 10.
The war that foretold nearly certain destruction for Israel proved
to only strengthen the young state by doubling its size and providing it
with several important locations. This massive and quick victory was
obtained with only the loss of only 700 troops. Egypt lost more than
11,000 men; Syria 6,000; and Jordan 1,000. 16
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While there are numerous reasons for conflicts and wars,
territory is by far the most prominent. 17 Dr. Gallagher posits that it is the
most common cause of war. 18 Gallagher’s claim is corroborated by other
researchers, such as John A. Vasquez and Miles Kahler. In his book, The
War Puzzle Revisited, Vasquez claims that because the majority of
interstate wars occur between neighbors, it can be inferred that
territoriality, the human predisposition to occupy and defend territory, is
the key to understanding war. 19 Further along in his discussion of
neighboring states, Vasquez points to statistics that highlight the
significance of contiguous boundaries in the likeliness of a military
conflict: “The probability of war breaking out between contiguous states
is thirty-five times more likely than it is for non-contiguous states.” 20
Why are states with contiguous borders more likely to go to war
than those without contiguous borders? The explanation can be found in
the frequency of interactions between neighbors as compared to those
between states without contiguous borders. Just like individuals, states
deal with those immediately around them more frequently than those far
away, and they are therefore more likely to come into conflict with them.
In addition to an increased frequency in interactions, the most logical
location for expansion is almost always the territory immediately next to
a state’s own holdings. One would not typically sail across the world to
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conquer a distant enemy while there is still land to be gained right next
door. 21
That being said, what makes territory significant in the first
place? There are two intangible or symbolic reasons as well as two
tangible or quantifiable factors that can make territory significant. This
essay will begin with the intangible factors.
Gallagher points to the symbol of power humans tie to
territory. 22 Rulers often have boasted about their military might, and one
of the easiest illustrations of this power is territory. A popular phrase
during the British Peace was, “The sun never sets on the British Empire.”
Additionally, a state that owns a large tract of territory naturally has the
power to hold it, so when one sees a massive empire, one tends to think
of its ability to defend its territory with awe. For example, modern
observers of history still marvel at the sheer size of the Roman Empire.
Another intangible reason to hold territory is the symbolic value
certain locations can have. Territory has often been significant because it
is home to someone. Most people have some type of pride in their
homeland; Texans brag about their state, Russians beam about Mother
Russia, and musicians often work their hometown or neighborhood into
their lyrics. This pride in a homeland brings powerful emotions to people,
especially when they have been displaced from it. In his study of
diasporas and homeland conflict, Terrence Lyons claims that people
groups who were displaced forcefully often “pass on the grievance” over
generations and have an “aspiration of return to the homeland in the
future.” 23 Locations of religious importance are often also the subject of
interstate conflicts, especially if two different religions are contending for
21
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them. Such locations are often viewed as indivisible because allowing the
other religion to hold it would decrease its value in some way. 24
A more objective aspect of territory that makes it desirable is the
strategic value certain locations can hold. For example, when Xerxes
sought to conquer Greece, King Leonidas and his small force were able
to slow his advance by taking up a position in the narrow pass of
Thermopylae. The geography of region funneled the Persian forces
directly into the business-end of the Spartan phalanx until a flanking
route could be discovered.
The final tangible aspect of territory is the value of the resources
it holds. A state needs certain resources such as fresh water and access to
food just to keep their populations alive, and economic resources such as
oil or minerals can be remunerative for the state’s treasury. 25
Each of these aspects of territory manifested itself in the Six-Day
War in some way. The arrival of Israel in 1948 brought the homeland
issue to Palestine, as numerous Palestinians were either displaced or
subjected to Israeli rule. As stated earlier, the liberation of Palestine was
a cause for many Arab people, and Nasser used it to solidify his position
as leader of the Arab states. 26 Coinciding with the symbolic importance
of the territory, Jerusalem’s religious significance played a role as Israel
and Jordan fought bitterly for control of the city in the final days of the
war. The symbolic power perceived in territorial possession came into
play when Israel doubled in size as a result of the war. Although the
sources point to Israeli efforts to gain locations of strategic value, this
essay posits that at least part of their motivation in conquering new
ground was the message that would be sent to states contemplating
another attack on the young state.
Additionally, the arid climate of Southwest Asia had always
made water an especially sought-after resource, and so it became another
24
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area of contention between Israel and its neighbors. The specific
grievance lay in the fact that the principal source of fresh water for
Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and Jordan was the Jordan and Yarmouk river
system, which constitutes the borders between Israel and the Arab states.
With more states vying for control of the resource, there was less of it to
go around. Therefore, water played a role throughout the entire conflict:
the Arab states initiated by targeting Israel’s access to water, and, after
fighting them off, Israel pushed to gain access to the Suez Canal and new
parts of the Jordan River. These victories in securing access to water not
only defended their original holdings but added new opportunities to
utilize the resource for Israel’s needs.
The final manifestation of territory in the war was the
significance of strategically valuable locations. Israel’s advance on the
Golan Heights, a raised, mountainous area overlooking Lebanon, Syria,
Israel, and Jordan, was an effort to gain the high ground over the Arab
states. This position offered a tremendous advantage in that whoever held
it was able to fire down upon his opponents.
While multiple factors can be identified as causes of the Six-Day
War, few are as perceptible throughout the entire conflict as territory.
The land’s symbolic importance for both parties, the message of strength
implied by territorial holdings, the necessity of secure water supplies,
and the Golan Heights’ strategic value all played roles in the undertaking
of this war.
Just over fifty years after the fact, the effects of territory on the Six-Day
War are still evident. While Israel returned the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt
in 1982, it never gave up its other territorial gains, 27 thus continuing the
territorial tension that can be observed in the Middle East today.
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A BETTER WAR: THE UNEXAMINED VICTORIES AND FINAL
TRAGEDY OF AMERICA’S LAST YEARS IN VIETNAM
By L. Olivia Womack
In his exploratory book, A Better War, Lewis Sorley compares
the nature of the Vietnam War under General Creighton Abrams to his
to his predecessor, General William Westmoreland, arguing that, ‘a
better war’ was possible under the full direction of Abrams. From the
beginning of his command in 1964 until 1968, the strategy used by
Westmoreland had been primarily attrition warfare with ‘search and
destroy’ missions and large-scale unit operations. Westmoreland
focused on body count as a measure of the war, and repeatedly asked
Congress for more troops. Abrams replaced Westmoreland after the Tet
Offensive in 1968, and quickly enacted a contrasting war strategy.
Abrams’ ‘One War’ strategy focused equally on smaller unit ‘clear and
hold’ missions, pacification efforts in rural South Vietnam, and the
reinforcement of the South Vietnamese Army. 1 It became clear that
Abrams “demonstrated his understanding of the true nature of the war”
through this strategy. 2 Sorley proposes that Abrams’ strategy was more
effective and could have led to a victory for South Vietnam if that
strategy had been employed from the start of the war. In fact, Sorley
argues that by 1971 the South Vietnamese and American troops were
essentially winning the war under Abrams’ strategies. However,
declining public opinion and waning political support in the United
States led to the untimely withdrawal of U.S. troops and, ultimately, the
collapse of South Vietnam.
The ‘better war thesis’ is the core of Sorley’s work. It is a
compelling argument that a winning outcome for South Vietnam was
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possible, if only the strategy of General Abrams had been followed
from the start. Sorley’s thesis adds to the ever-expanding body of
scholarship on the Vietnam War. By exploring the later years of the
war, Sorley analyzes a part of the war that had been previously
overlooked. Sorley has written four books on the later years of
Vietnam, greatly contributing the body of scholarship about this time
period, especially regarding the comparison of the strategies of
Westmoreland and Abrams. These works include Thunderbolt: General
Creighton Abrams and the Army of His Times, and Westmoreland: The
General Who Lost Vietnam. In his Acknowledgments, Sorley describes
how he painstakingly collected the new and previously classified
information that makes up the bulk of his work. As a veteran himself,
Sorley used his military connection to gain access to what he calls
“Abrams’ Special Collection,”: 455 tape recordings from U.S. Military
Headquarters in Vietnam during the time of Abrams’ command. 3 This
newly found primary source has illuminated the leadership of Abrams
and influenced the way historians view this complex war. Most
importantly, his analysis provides an original argument about the war’s
end.
A Better War and Sorley’s historical thesis have changed the way
many view the later years of the Vietnam War. Sorley’s arguments are
persuasive and “seductive,” as one reviewer states. 4 However, under
closer inspection, it seems that Sorley’s analysis is idealistic and
overreaching at times. Many reviews dispute Sorley’s claim that a
better war was possible under Abrams. Gentile, in his review in The
National Interest, contends that the Vietnam War was never actually
winnable based on the costs Americans were willing to pay in blood
3
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and treasure. 5 Another review maintains that Sorley “ultimately does
not convince” historians that, had Abrams been the General for the
entire war, South Vietnam would have prevailed. 6 Not only have
scholars disagreed with Sorley’s thesis, but recent published works
refute some of his key points. In an article for The Journal of Military
History, Andrew Birtle rebuts the claim that Abrams’ tactics in Vietnam
were more effective. Sorley claimed that a 1965 study of the progress
in Vietnam had disagreed with Westmoreland’s ‘search and destroy’
tactics and thus revealed a need for Abrams’ new strategy. Birtle
demonstrates that this 1965 study actually did the opposite as it
conclusively supported Westmoreland’s tactics. 7 Additionally, Graham
Cosmas argues that there were more similarities than differences
between the tactics of Westmoreland and Abrams. 8
Despite the criticisms and rebuttals, A Better War made a major
contribution to the study of the later years of the Vietnam War and the
leadership of General Abrams. Sorley persuasively argues that there
could have been a better war in Vietnam if only Abrams had been in
charge from the beginning. Sorley conveys that under Abrams, the U.S.
and South Vietnamese forces had victory in sight, yet public support in
the United States forced the withdrawal of U.S. troops that preceded the
fall of South Vietnam. Whether a historian agrees with this thesis or
not, most can agree that Sorley’s work has added greatly to the
scholarship and has renewed the discussion of Vietnam War’s severe
complexity.
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FROM TALONS TO TWEETS: ANALYZING THE INFLUENCE
OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
ON DIPLOMACY
By Austin Hayes
Since the technology boom in the late 1990s, the world has
entered a new era of communication on an unprecedented scale.
Interpersonal connections have clearly shifted thanks to innovative
channels like personal cellphones and social media, and now countries on
the global stage are incorporating fresh, increasingly complex layers of
contact in their conversations. World leaders brandish their own personal
Twitter accounts and interact in ways previously unheard of ten years
ago, creating a window to the world of diplomacy. This mix of
international communication and public interaction brings novel
challenges to interstate correspondence while also introducing significant
changes into the way diplomacy occurs. As more world leaders take to
social media sites like Twitter, we witness intriguing and often absurd
interactions between them. If this trend continues, we must ask ourselves
this question: how does Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) like Twitter influence diplomacy? I argue that because of a rapid
influx in Information and Communication Technology, the size and
qualities of diplomacy are changing, and thanks to these technological
developments, we are witnessing the private and public spheres of
society melding within the institution of diplomacy.
By analyzing the impact of Information and Communication
Technology, my study will evaluate the relationship between ICT and
diplomacy, outlining the consequences of this association and future
implications of their close association. First, I will provide a literature
review, noting key historical developments that allowed for this shift and
relevant notable events. Next, I will outline my argument in the Theory
section. Here, I propose two hypotheses: first, as ICT increases, the size
of the American Diplomatic Corps will decrease, and second, as ICT
increases, the nature of diplomacy will also shift. Subsequently, I will
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explain my data collection approach and justifications made while
creating an original data set that codes information based off data from
the Office of the Historian with the U.S. State Department. I coded
information on more than 23,000 positions, including concurrent
positions, and seven distinct, global regions. Then, I will explain my data
collection approach and methodology to demonstrate my research.
Afterwards, my Findings will describe the information uncovered
through data collection and analysis before I close the paper with my
Conclusions, which frame considerations and suggestions for future
research.
Literary Review
To begin, it is crucial to understand the terms at hand. For the
purposes of this study, Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) is defined as technologies which allow for information transfer via
telecommunications and communications technologies, such as the
telegraph, telephone, radio, computers, the Internet, social media, etc. 1
Next, consider diplomacy. The Bureau of Public Affairs of the U.S. State
Department defines diplomacy as the management of relationships with
foreign governments, international organizations, and foreign
populations to advance the national interests of one’s own country while
also pursuing peace. 2
According to Bruce Gregory, public diplomacy describes “ways
and means by which states, associations of states, and nonstate actors
understand cultures, attitudes, and behavior; build and manage
relationships; and influence opinions and actions to advance their

1
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interests and values.” 3 Comparatively, Keller noted that diplomats are
responsible for representing their countries abroad, negotiating interstate
agreements, and keeping their mother countries informed about
conditions in the host country. 4 While these responsibilities dictate the
way interstate communication occurs, most people still consider
diplomacy as “arcane art practiced by a professional guild whose
expertise derives entirely from its dealings with foreign governments.” 5
But how did diplomacy begin and what developments led to its
structure? Modern diplomacy was born in the Renaissance; however,
infantile diplomatic structures existed before then. In the Middle ages,
Christendom saw itself as united in common identity but torn by interior
conflicts and religious cleavages. 6 After Christendom’s split, a body of
common law emerged. 7 However, our modern structures did not appear
immediately. During the Middle Ages, diplomacy sought peace for
Christendom. Still, political entities called states, each defined by
equality, sovereignty, and independence, would have seemed like “a
repulsive anarchy.” 8 Renaissance-era interaction was hierarchical,
following the vassal system. 9 However, during the Renaissance,
diplomacy reflected the interests of individual countries. 10 Near the end
3
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of the fifteenth century, most of the emerging European powers were
distracted by their own respective issues, allowing the smaller Italian
city-states to develop diplomacy. 11 The Italian League in 1455, often
viewed as the genesis of maintaining peaceful international relations
through alliances, is evidence of this advantage. 12 During the 1450’s, the
Italian city-states recognized the importance of resident ambassadors
abroad, and by the 1470’s, Venice and Milan sponsored permanent
diplomats at the greater courts in Europe. 13However, a growing need for
diplomacy was felt throughout Europe. 14 In the fifteenth century,
diplomacy matured, fortifying juvenile structures of interstate
communication and laying the foundation for modern constructions.
Despite this early implementation, most of the diplomatic activity then
consisted of dynastic politics that excluded these new resident
ambassadors. 15
Nevertheless, European diplomacy continued to evolve in the
Italy. Soon, the ambassador system looked similar to our own. Before
departing, ambassadors received the necessary documents for their
mission, including instructions, credentials, and powers. 16 A burgeoning
emphasis on interstate affairs created an obsession with secrecy, a
fixation that pervaded not only messages from and instructions to
diplomats abroad but also discussions at home. 17 A growing elitist class
was just one factor that contributed to this paranoia. 18 This was an
intriguing development in diplomatic history, revealing diplomats’
11
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commitment to the private realm even from the institution’s conception.
This skeletal structure of diplomacy remained largely the same for a
couple centuries, but soon, a key treaty would outline the modern nationstate.
One of the touchstone moments in diplomatic history was the
Peace of Westphalia. According to Croxton, the Peace of Westphalia is
the common name given to the treaties of Münster and Osnabrück signed
in 1648—the treaties that ended the Thirty Years War. 19 This treaty is
often credited with creating the idea of sovereignty, but Croxton
concludes that a treaty alone could not establish absolute dominion over
one’s own affairs. Rather, the administrative actions of the country define
sovereignty and provide a tangible structure to then support it. 20
Sovereignty outlined the state as the ultimate political authority. 21 In this
model, each state recognizes the ultimate jurisdiction of every other state
within their respective territories, with states as predominant international
actors. 22 This structure allowed for a new operation of diplomacy,
leading to our current system: interaction among equal states. Next,
global congresses would provide structure to formal negotiations
between nations.
In 1814, the great powers of Europe gathered in Vienna, Austria
to determine the future of Europe following Napoleon’s defeat. 23 Leaders
wanted to create a sharp vision going forward, codifying diplomacy to
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promote international relations. 24 The Final Act of the Congress was
signed on June 9th, 1815, and it provided three hierarchical titles for
diplomatic agents, including Ambassadors, Envoys, and Chargés
d’Affaires. 25 This congress organized a permanent structure that has
lasted over two hundred years. 26 Europe’s Vienna Congress prevailed, its
novel ideas remaining untouched by time. When the European powers
met at Aix-la-Chapelle, France in 1818, they placed Ministers Resident
as an intermediate class between Envoys and Chargés d’Affaires.27 Even
in 1961, when the world convened for the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations, the ideas were again codified and upheld.28 All
these important congresses rectified the insufficiencies of the haphazard
diplomacy that governed the West and then applied them to the world.
Even today, we operate using this model.
With the history of diplomacy now clearly outlined, we must
consider significant developments in Information and Communication
Technology (ICT). Considering the legal history of diplomacy, how did
these innovations also alter the course of diplomacy? One of the first
developments came covered in feathers, and today, we largely consider
these creatures nothing more than nuisances: pigeons.
Despite their innocently ignorant demeanor, pigeons were the
first birds domesticated by humans. 29 Throughout history, they served as
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messengers. First, Greeks used pigeons to relay the names of Olympic
Games victors, but later, Romans utilized the pigeons to send war
intelligence from the front to home during Caesar’s conquest of Gaul. 30
Soon, pigeons creeped into modern European diplomacy. In England,
pigeons traveled from Ascot to London with the Ascot Cup winner’s
name in just fifteen minutes, and at the Ascot Races in 1840, Queen
Victoria herself asked for a demonstration of a carrier-pigeon. 31 Soon,
the pigeon climbed to prominence during the Franco-Prussian War in
1870-1871. 32 This conflict represented the “coming-of-age of the pigeon
as a modern instrument of war.” 33 As the Prussians sieged Paris, French
citizens released pigeon-laden balloons into the air. 34 Curiously, some of
the pigeons did reach London, and over the course of the war, the birds
communicated over one million messages across Prussian lines. 35
Jerolmack contributes this intense level of success to most European
states creating Pigeon Service divisions after the war. 36 In this way,
pigeons swooped into distinction in interstate communication in Europe.
The amazing speed of these birds also reframed military
intelligence during the World Wars. When communication lines were
sabotaged, pigeons filled the gap, and consequently, the birds became so
valuable that the invading Germans also targeted Allied pigeon forces. 37
By the end of World War One, Britain employed 22,000 active pigeons
and 400 pigeoneers for diplomatic communication over enemy lines. 38
Jerolmack argues that pigeons greatly aided the British during World
30
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War II, as they dropped pigeons into occupied Belgium and France,
hoping to communicate with civilians. 39 American pigeon G. I. Joe
received the Dickens Medal for notifying Allied bombers that the site
they planned to bomb had already been secured by Allied forces. 40 While
pigeons bridged a gap in communication speed, they fell short in
communication distance. Some pigeons could fly hundreds of miles, but
they could not feasibly constitute an efficient, continuous system of
global information transfers. This momentous shift to international
communication came with the use of machines rather than animals, and
soon wires crisscrossed the world, buzzing alive with the invention of the
telegraph.
“Ah! these little ‘clicks’ of the telegraph—Though they breathe
not a word/ Their voices are heard/ At a distance no voice could reach.” 41
Just eight years after Samuel F. B. Morse obtained a patent for the
telegraph, his miraculous invention already received admiration from
poets, and this example reveals the shock the telegraph had on wider
society. 42 In 1843, Morse received $30,000 from Congress to test a
telegraph line between Baltimore and Washington, and the next year, the
iconic message “What Hath God Wrought” zipped between the two
cities. 43 With the application of telegraph wires between states and
nations, the invention “established new conventions of simultaneity.” 44
However, Western Union would not reform telegraphy for mass market
consumption until 1910, and before then, telegram services remained
highly exclusive. 45 Still, Morse’s legacy lives on in the pivotal role that
39
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telegraph access—or the lack thereof—played in notable world events. 46
And interestingly, the interactions granted by the telegraph during these
key affairs express ICT’s increasing influence in diplomacy.
To European delight, telegraph communication lines could
cohesively tie empires together. 47 For the British, telegraph lines to China
and India were vitally important for their imperial aspirations. 48 Headrick
notes that the British began constructing lines between major Indian
cities in 1853, and by 1854, it took less than a day to transmit a message
that previously took an entire month to arrive. 49 This exponential
increase in communication speed allowed Britain to tighten her grip on
the crown jewel of the empire: India. 50 In China, British diplomats tried
to avoid implementation of telegraphy, as they feared it would bolster the
Foreign Office and reduce their own diplomatic strength. 51 Note that the
diplomats wanted to protect their own agency in China, but the telegraph
reduced the distance the mother country’s power had to breach. In this
way, technology strengthened the central government while weakening
the diplomats’ voices.
Submarine telegraph cables entered the scene in the 1850’s and
1860’s. 52 In 1870, the Eastern Telegraph Company successfully laid a
cable connecting Suez and Bombay, thereby giving Britain a connection
to India that belonged entirely to the empire. 53 Because states feared
46
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cable vulnerability in war, the international community agreed to leave
submarine cables in private hands to allow for neutrality. 54 And such
fears were well grounded. At the beginning of both the SpanishAmerican War and World War I, strategically placed cables were
sabotaged, making telecommunications valid targets in conflict.55 These
examples place Information and Communication Technology (ICT) at
the forefront of the later period of British imperialism and show us that
these communication avenues allowed unparalleled success in empire
building and maintenance. However, two more essential examples
require examination: the War of 1812 and the Ems Dispatch of 1870.
The War of 1812 highlights ICT’s impact on diplomacy because
the telegraph did not yet exist. However, if the United States and Britain
had the telegraph, they might have avoided two months of conflict.
Americans perceived Britain as hostile toward their maritime commerce,
so James Madison addressed Congress and recommended war in May
1812. 56 Congress voted for war, and the conflict began on June 18th. 57
After two years and eight months, the two nations made peace on
December 24th, 1814 with the Treaty of Ghent. 58 Despite the peace
treaty, the Battle of New Orleans occurred on January 8th, 1815, nearly
three weeks later. 59 Why? The telegraph did not exist. News of the Battle
of New Orleans arrived at Washington on February 4th, ten days before
news of the peace treaty and more than a month after the treaty was
signed. 60 Information moved too slowly, and as a result, the all-important
54
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news of the war’s end could not fizzle heated tension between American
and British forces in the Gulf. Here, we see how an ICT like the
telegraph might have altered the course of history and just how impactful
the telegraph can be in diplomacy.
Another relevant example of the telegraph’s influence is the Ems
Dispatch of 1870, which occurred following the telegraph’s creation.
Caused by an edited telegram, this diplomatic squabble erupted into the
Franco-Prussian War in 1870. It all began when Otto van Bismarck
pressured Prince Leopold von Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen to accept a
candidacy to the Spanish throne. 61 Of course, the French were alarmed,
unwilling to accept increased Prussian pressure so close to their
homeland. 62 Even though Prince Leopold withdrew his candidacy, the
French still asked Prussian King Wilhelm I to assure them of no future
claims, a request that Wilhelm declined. 63 That might have been the end
of the discussion, but Bismarck had other plans. After receiving a
telegram about the interaction between the French ambassador and the
Prussian King, Bismarck edited the message, removing any mention of
pleasantries while purposely adding language to exacerbate tension.64
When this edited message dispersed across Europe and reached France,
French media went berserk, the people demanded retribution, and in
August of 1870, the war began. 65 Bismarck used the immediacy and
vulnerability of the telegraph to alter diplomatic communication in order
to provoke war. Clearly, he succeeded. The Ems Dispatch is a fitting
61
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example of ICT not only creating channels of speedy communication, but
also offering opportunities for deception with its use. At that point, ICT
allowed for trickery that moved so quickly that it could not be
intercepted, creating a misrepresentation of reality that clouded society’s
consciousness. In this way, Bismarck’s edited Ems Dispatch could be
considered an early example of “fake news,” a term now popularized in
political vernacular.
The next Information and Communications Technology to cause
a shift in diplomacy was the telephone. In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell
secured a patent for his new technology of electrically transmitting
sound, and the next year, he received another patent for a telephone
instrument. 66 Later, in 1870, Bell created his own company called
National Bell to commercialize his patents, pushing the telephone into
public use. 67 However, while this commercialization occurred during the
1870’s, the telephone was not popularized until 1900, with naturalization
coming during World War I. 68 By 1915, the United States’ most
prominent telephone network provider announced transcontinental
service, hoping to make “a neighborhood out of a nation.” 69 But what
about making a neighborhood out of multiple nations? The first instance
of transatlantic telephone communication came in 1915 with a call from
Arlington, Virginia to Paris, France. 70 As the telephone proved to be a
viable form of communication, it represented a burgeoning development
in Information and Communication Technology that could influence
negotiation and inter-state discussion.
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Even though commercialization of intercontinental phone service
came in 1927 with a line between New York and London, the world
became a little smaller as the telephone emerged as a viable channel of
communication. 71The telephone did not emerge as a tool of diplomacy,
however, until the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. In July, the Soviet
Union placed nuclear missiles on Cuba, just ninety miles from the
Floridian coast. 72 After the United States learned of this move, the two
superpowers clashed, but thanks to an agreement, the U.S. and U.S.S.R.
averted total crisis. 73 However, a lack of communication only
exacerbated this issue. 74 While the initial disconnect grew from a sense
of distrust lodged in the height of the Cold War, these suspicions might
have been abated if easier lines of communication existed. Prior to this
nearly disastrous encounter, such expedient discussion channels were
nonexistent. Thus, the U.S. and U.S.S.R. sought a solution. 75 Hoping to
prevent future close calls, a direct telephone hotline was set up between
Washington and Moscow, connecting the White House and the Kremlin
in a way never done before. 76 Here, we see direct communication lines
between the two most powerful leaders of the time, and this immediate,
clarifying channel existed solely due to the development of the telephone.
As such, the telephone was a cornerstone of international diplomacy
during the Cold War.
But the telephone was not the only ICT development to play a
vital role in the Cold War. Transitioning out of World War II, the world
witnessed the development of revolutionary computer technology. One
of the earliest advances came with the creation of ENIAC, or the
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Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer. 77 During the early 1940s,
the U.S. Army needed a machine that could calculate munitions
trajectories to assist with the war effort. 78 At the Moore School of
Engineering, the U.S. government funded the creation of what specialists
consider the first general-purpose, digital computer: ENIAC. 79 The New
York Times heralded the computer as an “electronic speed marvel,”
completing computing work almost 1,000 times faster than ever before. 80
This computer represented such a huge leap forward in ICT
development, similar to how the telegraph rapidly progressed
communication from pigeons to electrical signal messaging systems.
ENIAC was completed after World War II, thereby missing its intended
application; however, this groundbreaking processing machine laid the
groundwork for future computer development. 81 This included systems
like Transit. In 1958, just as the Cold War truly intensified, the Advanced
Research Projects Agency funded this satellite system, and in 1960, the
government-funded program launched its first satellite. 82 The Navy took
control through the 1960’s, bringing the system to a total of 36 satellites
by 1968. 83 Considering the power plays and posturing that characterized
the Cold War, Transit was an invaluable technology for the Navy, which
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used the network to keep track of the nation’s ballistic missile submarine
force. 84 With these two ICT advances, computers dominated the Cold
War era, but they also started the Information Age. 85 This progress will
seem more familiar to a 21st century audience, as it includes the rise of
the Internet.
While the Internet began in the early 1960s, this radical
communication highway did not come into its own until the 1990s. 86 In
fact, the term “Internet” was first defined by the Federal Networking
Council on October 24, 1995. 87 While the Internet was created to support
resource sharing and file distribution, it also produced email and audio
and video streaming. 88 Yet the Internet then looked quite unlike the
version that pervades the globe today. In 1996, the twenty million
Americans with Internet access browsed only thirty minutes a month on
average. 89 In 2016, however, more than 286 million citizens in the
United States used the Internet, with 88.5% of Americans accessing the
Internet at home. 90 Obviously, the Internet has consumed the world, with
some aspects so deeply imbedded in our culture that “it's hard to imagine
any force killing them outright.” 91 The arrival of social media sites like
Facebook and Instagram also cemented the Internet in culture, as these
digital playgrounds allow unprecedented degrees of connectivity in both
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private and personal lives. 92 And the takeover was amazingly fast. At the
end of 2011, 82% of the world’s 1.2 billion Internet users logged onto at
least one social media site. 93 According to Dijck, once casual speech acts
have become “formalized inscriptions.” 94 Of all social media sites,
Twitter is perhaps one of the more influential developments, especially
considering its emerging role in diplomacy.
Created in 2006, Twitter was first envisioned as an SMS-based
platform. 95 Original creator Jack Dorsey sent the first tweet, which read,
“just setting up my twttr,” on March 21, 2006. 96 From there, the platform
exploded in popularity. In just six years, the number of Twitter users
skyrocketed to more than two hundred million monthly users. 97 But this
surge has not been limited to general populations, as Twitter is the social
media of choice for world leaders. 98 Users can find the entire
governments of Chile and Mexico on the site, and social media is closing
the gap between world leaders and their electorates.99 According to
Twiplomacy, United States President Donald Trump is the most followed
world leader with more than 52 million followers. 100 Despite having
fewer followers, Saudi Arabian King Salman ranks as the world’s most
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influential leader on Twitter with an average of 154,000 retweets per
tweet. 101 Yet Trump is first when considering his account’s interactions
with the public, numbering at over 264,000 in 2018. 102 These
Twiplomacy statistics show that world leaders embrace Twitter as an
influential channel of information with the public. In this way, Twitter
poses an intriguing question about the future of diplomacy.
Before postulating about the future, we must regard the past.
With the invention of the telegraph in the 19th century, states could
connect with not only other foreign ministries but also the population of
those foreign countries. 103 Lippmann called this “a new departure”
because “all the deciding elements of mankind” were able to confer for
the first time. 104 Now, states as actors still relate to modern diplomacy
but not in the same way as a century ago. 105 Rather, the world order has
been transformed by globalism, digital technologies, and nonstate
actors. 106 This shift became first realized after the World Wars, as the
horrors of warfare urged the growth of the popular press. 107 The end of a
world dictated by secret treaties forced diplomacy “out of the palace” and
into the wider public where it received a new purpose. 108 This globallyminded, post-Cold War diplomacy focused more on shaping states from
the inside by regarding civil conflict, human rights, and economic
policies. 109 Considering this sweeping historical background from
pigeons to Twitter, I have placed my argument in its wider context. Now,
my theory may be properly explained.
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Theory
For my study, I consider two distinct hypotheses. The first
considers the relationship between the size of the American Diplomatic
Corps and Information and Communication
Technology (ICT).
H1: As Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
increases, then the number of American diplomats will decrease. I
postulate that in this relationship, faster communication speeds would
allow for more direct, efficient communication among state
governments, thus changing the structures of diplomacy. I contend that
this increased degree of rapid communication would decrease the need
for as many agents in embassies abroad. Technology decreases the need
for human labor at embassies as computers complete tasks once handled
by humans, such as data analysis. ICT also renders existing human labor
output more efficient by laying the foundation for emerging changes in
current communication methods. As a result, state governments may
operate with fewer diplomats. Critics to this idea might argue that as
global population surges, so too will the need for qualified diplomats. Or
perhaps as the number of world powers increases or as more
Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs) wield additional influence, we
might see a larger diplomatic corps simply because more capable people
exist to fulfill the increasing need for skilled negotiators. However, I
suggest that ICT remains a valid variable which impacts diplomacy by
altering both the size and structure as society itself shifts due to these
technologies. An increasing number of states (nations) does not
necessarily mean a country would need to create new ambassadorships.
In 2015, the United States sent one ambassador to simultaneously
represent Tuvalu, Fiji, Kiribati, Tonga, and Nauru (Office of the
Historian). 110 This example shows that more states do not necessarily
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create a need for more diplomats; rather, the relevant size and
importance of states generates this requirement. We already observe new
manufacturing technologies replacing human labor in the industrial
sector, and automated services replacing clerks in retail establishments
and government agencies. As technology soars to innovative heights, the
reality is ICT has the capability to decrease the need for human service in
embassies around the world.
Additionally, my research explores the association between the
structure of diplomacy and Information and Communication (ICT). I
contemplate the effectiveness of such technologies in shifting the
character of diplomacy’s operation.
H2: As ICT increases, then the structures and nature of
diplomacy will shift.
Part of this shift would include increased interaction between
heads of state as new communication avenues are now imbedded in
interstate discussions. Social media sites like Twitter and Facebook are
now deeply ingrained social pillars, especially in Western democracies,
and even world leaders are entering the conversation. Twitter alone has
provided several examples of direct interaction between heads of state
that were once unimaginable, and this newly emerging secondary aspect
of diplomacy may continue to grow in a manner which also impacts
officially sanctioned interaction between states. Consider Trump’s
warning to Iranian President Rouhani on July 22nd, 2018. 111 With one
tweet, Trump shocked the world, spurring international conversations
about the possibility of even more conflict in the Middle East. With this
emerging tool of diplomacy, world leaders are shaping foreign policy at
home and abroad, and I posit that this method of diplomatic
communication will only increase in the future.
As diplomacy continues to shift from the private realm to the
public sphere, world leaders are rising to fill even larger diplomatic roles,
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and simultaneously, electorates are rising to join the diplomatic
discussion via ICT avenues created by social media and the Internet. Of
course, direct communication between world leaders existed before via
telephone. However, the public was not made aware of these
conversations until a press conference the next day or week. Now, with
Twitter, the public is a part of the conversation, directly adding to the
communication. Public opinion informs these diplomatic interactions via
Twitter, and when conversations between leaders occur such as that
between Trump and Rouhani, we can see it occur in real time. As such,
an influx of ICT would permit fewer diplomatic agents to conduct the
same amount of diplomacy present before such a rapid increase while
allowing society to shape the structures of diplomacy to match societal
expectations. As a result, the nature of diplomacy would shift as well.
This institution will become more inclusive in the future, and because of
this intriguing change, I argue that we find ourselves in the preliminary
stages of another pivotal moment in diplomatic history.
Data and Methodology
To test my hypotheses, I collected data about the size of the
American Diplomatic Corps since the United States’ early beginnings to
modern day and then compared those numbers with key dates of
Information Communication Technology (ICT) development.
Additionally, I performed a regional analysis to analyze the relationship
of geographic assignment of American diplomats to key periods in
American history. Then, I also conducted a Twitter analysis of three
Western heads of state. As for data collection to monitor the changing
size of the American Diplomatic Corps, I selected historical records
available online from the Office of the Historian of the United States
Department of State which list all the Principal Officers and Chiefs of
Mission of the American Diplomatic Corps from 1778 until 2017.
However, the records for 2018 are sparse, only including two Secretaries
of State. Additionally, the entries for 2016 and 2017 were incomplete at
the time of data collection. As such, I ended data collection at 2015 since
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the records are accurate when compared to additional records available at
the United States Department of State website.112
The records that I used are arranged by year from 1778 until
2015, and for each year, all active Principal Officers and Chiefs of
Mission are ordered by last name in alphabetical order.
Each entry lists the diplomatic agent with his or her career resumé, noting
the position relevant to the selected year in bold text. This structure
allows me to sort through each year systematically, coding each position
served in a given year into the respective categories. I selected my
categories as follows: Ambassador Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary,
Minister Resident, Chargés d’Affaires (including Chargés d’Affaires ad
interim), Representatives of the United States, Secretary of State
(including Assistant Secretaries of State, Deputy Secretaries of State,
Under Secretaries of State, and Secretaries of State Ad Interim), and
Other. Other includes all advisers, clerks, directors, and Ambassadors-atlarge.
Currently, Ambassadors compose most of the American
Diplomatic Corps, while Envoys constituted this majority prior to World
War II and before the United States began using the rank of Ambassador
in 1893. While that year marked the first use of Ambassador as a title,
the American Diplomatic Corps reserved that prestigious rank for the
most important of diplomats. For example, in 1893 the United States’
only Ambassadors served in the United Kingdom, France, and Germany.
The United States still used Envoys, but they would decrease following
the introduction of the Ambassador rank and growing American global
dominance. Ministers Resident were the predominant rank used by the
U.S. before Envoys surpassed them in number in 1883, never again to
fall lower than the number of Ministers Resident. Representatives of the
United States receive their own section because of their unique purpose.
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This position still exists in the modern American diplomatic corps.
However, these officers now typically serve the United States abroad by
providing an American voice at the table of major international
organizations, such as the United Nations and NATO.
Now a less important rank, Chargés d’Affaires eclipsed Envoys
in number in 1827 and remained the highest numbered rank until 1854
when Ministers Resident replaced them. I categorized Chargés d’Affaires
separately with that consideration in mind. These significant periods of
relevancy of these diplomatic ranks denote their importance, thus why I
counted each distinct rank in its own category. While Secretaries of State
are domestic positions, they represent the necessary national framework
upon which American international diplomacy is built. The Other
category includes all other positions outside of my named categories, and
these include advisers, chief clerks, directors of agencies, and
Ambassadors-at-large. For this study, they lack respective relevance
when compared to higher ranking diplomats. All these positions
combined into one category remain largely insignificant data until postWorld War II, thus justifying combining this myriad of positions into
one category.
As for selecting which positions to account for, I used a
systematic approach to count the positions for each year from year of
appointment until the termination of the mission, and I considered year
of appointment regardless of the month of appointment. For example, for
a diplomat appointed in December 1955 and actively serving from March
1956 to August 1959, I counted this agent in all five years named.
Additionally, I included agents who did not proceed to post for a couple
years. Despite the lag between date of appointment and arrival at the
mission site, a diplomat may still act in the diplomatic interests of his or
her country. Moreover, I counted the number of positions served,
including concurrent appointments, rather than the number of individuals
serving as agents. This choice provides results for the size of American
diplomacy abroad by fully expressing the presence of agents abroad
acting in other countries for American interests. For this study, I charted
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diplomatic corps size over time, so I counted concurrent positions to
better reflect the shifting size of Americans serving in positions abroad.
In some situations, certain diplomats received nomination for a position
yet never traveled to post or died before arriving for service. In these rare
instances, I did not code or count these positions in my data collection.
However, omission of these occasional anomalies will not skew the data
due to their infrequent appearance.
For my regional analysis of American Principal Officers and
Chiefs of Mission, I categorized each agent into a category denoting
geographical location. My selected categories are North America
(defined as the entire North American continent, including Central
America and the Caribbean), South America, Europe and Russia, Asia,
Middle East, Africa, and Oceania.
I grouped Russia with Europe due to the nation’s long history of
more involvement with European rather than Asian events. This claim is
evidenced by Russia’s involvement in many Eurocentric conflicts, like
the Napoleonic Wars, the Russo-Swedish War, and both World Wars.
The Middle East is its own category because this region is a hotbed of
international affairs in the modern era, especially considering developed
nations’ interests in the oil rich countries present there. Additionally, the
United States’ involvement in the Middle East greatly increased with the
beginning of World War II (thanks to the U.S. backing Israel with
support) and after the events of 9/11.
For my analysis of world leaders’ Twitter accounts, I used
qualitative methods to complete my study. I surveyed the accounts of
U.S. President Donald Trump, U.K. Prime Minister Theresa May, and
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. While increased levels of
conversations between these three Western democracies may result from
shared cultural and historical experiences, I contend that my analysis is
still relevant due to the nature of Twitter diplomacy. For example,
Donald Trump often interacts with regimes like North Korea and Iran
despite no shared cultural or historical events. By analyzing over a dozen
tweets from each leader, I determined to what degree these leaders are
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interacting with their global peers. I selected tweets based on clear
mentions of other world leaders. This could involve the other leader’s
username or just a broad mention with no direct use of a leader’s
username. Selecting tweets with these parameters is crucial to
understanding the exciting expansion of diplomacy via social media.
Findings
Following analysis of my data collection, Information and
Communication Technology has not affected the size of the American
Diplomatic Corps. The data does not provide evidence to support the
idea of ICT directly causing a decrease in the number of acting
diplomatic agents. Rather, my analysis of the data supports the opposite
argument. According to Figure 2, as the number of American
ambassadors increases from 1778 to 2015, the development of key
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) also increases and
they are developed in increasingly rapid succession. Note the huge ICT
boom in the late 1990’s; at this time, American Ambassadors reached a
new high. Therefore, both ICT advances and the number of Ambassadors
is increasing, thus showing that technology is not decreasing the size of
the American Diplomatic Corps.
Rather, ICT changes the way diplomacy operates, not the number
of individuals necessary to operate it. This finding is based on my Twitter
analysis, which showed varied styles of communication among the three
leaders. Trump uses Twitter in a more personal way, often openly
expressing his opinions and attacking other heads of state on a variety of
topics. Tweets from PM Theresa May and Justin Trudeau are more
official while still providing enough personality to connect with their
constituents. Consider Donald Trump’s insult toward Justin Trudeau,
calling the Canadian Prime Minister “indignant.”113 Two days after that
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insult, Trump called Trudeau “meek and mild,” essentially labeling the
PM a liar. 114
UK Prime Minister Theresa May is much more friendly and
diplomatic, still directly addressing leaders but with poise. She notes the
“entente chaleureuse” between the UK and France in January 2018,
directly mentioning French President Macron. 115 Later in April, May
welcomed Indian PM Narendra Modi to 10 Downing Street via
Twitter. 116 This is interesting because it highlights interaction with a state
in the Commonwealth, a group of countries resulting from
decolonization. These states still maintain close relations due to shared
history. Canadian PM Justin Trudeau also adds to this possibility. In
April 2018, Trudeau thanked Theresa May for growing cooperation in
trade between Canada and the UK.117 Later in July, Trudeau affirmed
Canada’s commitment to NATO, showing a level of “Twiplomacy”
between a world leader and an intergovernmental organization. 118
With my regional analysis, I find that there is a relationship
between diplomatic presence and interaction and foreign policy goals.
According to Figure 3, over time the United States has sent more
diplomats around the world, developing a global profile. Note the period
“1914-1960,” when only 9.27% of diplomats operated in Africa. Yet in
“1961-1990,” diplomats in Africa constituted 30.03% of American
Chiefs of Mission. This data reflects shifts in American foreign policy, as
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the U.S. sought representation in the newly decolonized Africa.
Additionally, the United States implemented Cold War posturing in its
foreign policy. The U.S. focused its diplomatic efforts in key countries in
Africa to deter Soviet influences while also solidifying American
presence abroad. As for the UK, interactions on Twitter continued to
create amiable relationships between former imperial possessions. As
such, it appears that imperialism is also a factor in this shift of
diplomacy. Upon completion of my analysis, I suggest that the hidden
variables to explain a simultaneous increase in ICT progress and the size
of the American Diplomatic Corps are wealth, globalization, and the
overall increase in power of the United States over time. These variables
will likely dictate the future progression of my considered qualities of
diplomatic corps size and the speed of ICT development. Thus, a concise
conclusion on ICT’s future impact on diplomacy is difficult.
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Nevertheless, I argue that while ICT has not impacted the size of
the diplomatic corps thus far, this continuously developing area could
cause a decrease in its overall size as communication between states
becomes more efficient and concise thanks to technological advances.
Fewer diplomats will facilitate interstate communication as heads of state
will likely assume larger roles, which may come to fruition with the use
of social media and other similar communication avenues. In America’s
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case, the president is the Chief Diplomat of the American Diplomatic
Corps, so I posit that as secondary diplomatic channels grow, so too will
the relevant power of the president as the Chief Diplomat. Perhaps
existing diplomatic structures, such as embassies and their supporting
offices, will shift their utility to focus more on data collection for analysis
by a close team of experts that reports directly to the president.
While diplomacy has warranted the creation of new technologies
in the past, I argue that we find ourselves in a time where society and
technology are influencing the qualities of diplomacy. As noted in the
literature review, the earliest ICT developments, like the telegraph and
the telephone, impacted governments and thereby diplomacy in
previously unthinkable ways. Then, with the creation of more modern
technologies such as computers, like ENIAC, IAS, and Transit, we
witnessed a relationship between diplomacy and technology where
governments were directly funding the creation of new ICTs to urge
foreign policy goals forward. Yet now our world is in an era quite like
the period of earlier ICT inventions where technology was influencing
how diplomacy operates. However, the analysis of world leaders’
Twitter accounts supports the possibility of an active shift in the nature of
diplomacy.
Conclusions
By combining both history and political science, this study
contemplates the shifting nature of diplomacy due to ICT development
using a holistic approach. I postulate that this shift is diplomacy’s
migration from private realms to the global public sphere due to ICTs.
After completing this research, I conclude that Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) has not affected the size of the
American Diplomatic Corps. However, there is evidence to support the
idea that ICT is causing a shift in the nature of diplomacy and the way in
which it operates. World leaders on Twitter are utilizing the medium as a
tool to express, expand, and execute foreign policy goals. In the future,
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we will likely see a change in the size of the diplomatic corps because of
these evolving qualities and uses of technology.
While my study considered the role of ICT as an influential
variable in diplomacy, I did recognize the likely existence of latent
variables, such as wealth, globalization, and the power of the state. With
future research, I hope to explore these variables and their respective
impacts on the characteristics of diplomacy. Additionally, I would like to
research other social media sites like Facebook and Instagram to
determine differences in diplomatic communication between these other
channels and Twitter. With all aspects of this study in mind, from carrier
pigeons to a now digital bird, Information and Communication
Technology and diplomacy have clearly influenced each other. As
technology only continues to progress and diplomacy becomes more
imperative, it will be interesting to monitor what changes occur in the
future.
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VERGIL’S AENEID: THE CORNERSTONE OF ROMAN
IDENTITY
By Makyra Williamson
Written between 29 and 19 BC, the Aeneid still stands as one of
the greatest pieces of epic literature. Many classic works of literature
take years to influence their culture, but the Aeneid is unique in that it
“was quickly canonized as a school text by the grammarians.” 1 It was
assimilated into Roman culture and has not left the canon since Augustus
first ordered its publication after Vergil’s death. 2 It served as the ultimate
example of polished and sophisticated Latin grammar and earned Vergil
the reputation of the ultimate Latin grammarian. The epic’s influence did
not remain in the ancient world; according to Clarke, “he is one of the
very few Latin writers whose work remained known, without any real
break, from the day that it was written until now.” 3 The Aeneid had an
immediate effect on Roman culture, and now, two thousand years later,
has left an indelible mark on literature and culture alike.
In 70 BC, Vergil was born to a middle-class family as a Roman
citizen. 4 He lived near Mantua in the province of Cisalpine Gaul, an area
in the Po valley that reached the Alps. 5 During his adolescence, Julius
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Caesar attained a position in the consulship, became the governor of
several provinces, including Vergil’s Cisalpine Gaul, and began
conquering and building an empire. The senate retracted Caesar’s
command in 49 BC, a decision promptly followed by civil war, and
Caesar went on to conquer Pompey and his successors in Italy, Greece,
Egypt, Africa, and Spain. 6 During this time, Vergil remained fairly
insulated from the wars and Roman politics, and Levi states that he “had
no ambition as a lawyer or as a senator.” 7
Caesar died in 44 BC, and in November of the following year,
Augustus became consul.8 However, Vergil still stayed removed from the
throes of political conflict and turmoil. As Starr remarks, Vergil’s life
“was a relatively uneventful one.” 8 Starting in approximately 39 BC, he
lived in Rome or near Naples, and Maecenas and Augustus supported
him both financially and artistically.10 Maecenas, a wealthy aristocratic
Etruscan, provided connections and networking opportunities for Vergil,
as Maecenas had been connected first to Caesar, then to Augustus, whom
he served as an advisor. 9 In fact, according to Probus, Vergil met
Octavian through Maecenas in approximately 40 BC. 10 Despite his
removal from the political scene, Vergil did not lack friends; according
to Suetonius’ sketch of the poet’s life, he actually turned down Augustus
when he offered him the property of a man who went into exile. He did
not need it, for “he possessed nearly ten million sesterces from the
generous gifts of friends.”13
The Aeneid centers around Aeneas, a Trojan warrior and the
namesake of the epic. Why did Vergil choose a Trojan main character for
6
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his work to glorify Augustus? The answer lies in Vergil’s motives for
writing the piece. Toll argues that Vergil saw a need for a sense of
national identity and shaped the Aeneid to provide that Roman identity. 11
Thanks to a seventy-year series of civil wars, Vergil wrote during a
tumultuous period in Roman Italy. As Toll puts it, “the nation of Roman
Italians was still embryonic.” 12 With conflict and upheaval around every
corner, Rome needed a tangible manifestation of national identity. Vergil
provided this by taking the existing myths about Rome’s foundation and
weaving “strands of contemporary Roman history into his literary
tapestry.” 13 By creating a cohesive narrative that described Rome’s
foundation and linking it to the gods themselves, Vergil established a
piece of literature that encapsulated ideas already present in Roman
culture. The crystallized version of these myths provided a more tangible
hub for Roman nationalism. Through mythology, odes to Augustus, and
snide comments about the Greeks, Vergil gave the Romans what they
wanted: an epic that made them equal to and greater than the Greeks.
According to Putnam, Vergil’s Roman peers would have dated the events
of the Aeneid to approximately three hundred years before Rome’s
foundation, which is traditionally dated 753 BC.17 This dating allowed
the Romans to grasp more readily at the concepts portrayed, because the
facts were shrouded in the mists of time. The past was theirs to reinvent
and Vergil’s to memorialize.
The Aeneid tells the tale of Aeneas, a Trojan warrior who leaves
his destroyed land behind in search of a new home. He embarks on a
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variety of adventures over seven years and eventually settles in Latium.
The twelve-book poem begins with Aeneas and his fleet getting scattered
by a storm. Aeneas and seven of his ships land in Africa, where they are
met by Venus, Aeneas’ divine mother, who tells him to go to Queen
Dido. Aeneas follows her instruction, arrives in Carthage, finds his
companions, and meets Queen Dido. He tells her about the Trojan horse
and Venus’ revelation about the gods’ part in the fall of the city and how
divine signs from Pallas had led the Trojans to sail away. 14 Aeneas
explains how the Aeneadae (Aeneas and his followers) have
unsuccessfully attempted to make homes in Thrace and Crete.
Throughout their journey, they talked with characters like Hector’s wife
and a man from Ulysses’ crew.
Dido falls in love with Aeneas, and thanks to collaboration
between Juno and Venus, the two become lovers. The relationship lasts
until Mercury reminds Aeneas of his mission and Aeneas leaves
Carthage. Dido, wounded by Aeneas’ refusal to stay, stabs and kills
herself. Aeneas sails away and sees the fire from Dido’s funeral pyre but
does not know its source. A storm forces the Aeneadae to stop at Sicily,
where they hold the Trojan games to mark the anniversary of Aeneas’
father’s death. After the festivities, Iris takes human form and incites the
Trojan women to set the fleet on fire, destroying four ships. The
Aeneadae go to Italy, where Aeneas visits the Sibyl. She prophesies and
Aeneas follows her to the underworld. There, they cross Acheron and
visit the Fields of Mourning, where Aeneas sees Dido’s spirit and learns
of her suicide. Then, they visit Elysium, where Aeneas sees his father
and receives a new prophecy.
Next, the Aeneadae travel to the Tiber and meet with King
Latinus, who promises his daughter Lavinia to Aeneas. However, Juno
stirs up a revolt. War spreads like wildfire, and Juno opens the Gates of
War. After a prophecy from the river-god Tiber, Aeneas goes upstream
to ask King Evander for support in the war. When Aeneas and his men
14
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arrive, Evander gives Aeneas a tour of the site of the future city of Rome.
He also grants Aeneas’ request for reinforcements. Venus meets Aeneas
and Pallas in Etruria and gives Aeneas armor fashioned by Vulcan. The
shield of the magical set depicts “work beyond telling of. There the god
of fire had etched Italian history and Roman triumphs, from the
prophecies he knew: all of Ascanius’ line to come.” 15 Meanwhile, Iris is
wreaking havoc on Aeneas’ troops yet again. Provoked, Turnus and his
men attack the Trojans while Aeneas is gone, but when the Trojans do
not come out, focused their wrath on the fleet. The Italians attempt
another attack the next day, this time bearing the heads of two Trojan
boys who were caught spying on the Italian camp. War erupts once more.
The fighting stalls until Aeneas returns with reinforcements and breaks
the blockade of the Trojan camp. Pallas, a Trojan, is killed in battle. The
Trojans take the battlefield and the warring sides declare a twelve-day
truce for burial rites. While the Latins discuss their next move, the
Trojans advance and the battle breaks out again.
In the final book of the Aeneid, Turnus, one of the Italian warriors,
decides to duel Aeneas, but flees after their duel begins. He eventually
surrenders. Aeneas intends to let Turnus live, but remembers that Turnus
had killed Pallas: “Incensed, he thrust the sword through Turnus’ chest.
His enemy’s body soon grew cold and helpless, while the indignant soul
flew down to Hades.” 16 With these lines, the Aeneid rather abruptly
concludes. 17 Tradition states that Vergil meant to spend another three
years perfecting his epic, but died before he could do so. Distraught and
dying, he pleaded to burn the manuscript, but did not get his wish. After
his death, the poem was distributed. 18 Perhaps the sudden ending relates
15
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to Vergil’s desire for the epic to be burned as something too unpolished
to be read.
It is impossible to read the Aeneid without noticing the
connection between it and Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey. The Aeneid and
Homer’s epics form a trifecta of ancient literature, epics that tell tales of
war and peace, gods and men. In the Aeneid, Vergil draws on Greek
themes and characters and blatantly Romanizes them. The resulting epic
molded Roman national identity into a cohesive narrative.
Quinn notes that Vergil “had sailed as close as possible to
plagiarism,” but argues that the Aeneid is a success because “he has
transcended Homer’s objective.” 19 However, Lewis finds the practice of
comparing Vergil to Homer “a silly habit” that occurs “partly as the
result of romantic primitivism” and says the differences between the two
writers “begin to appear on the very first page of the Aeneid.” 20 The
accusation that Vergil focused on Homer’s work too much is not a new
one. Macrobius wrote that Vergil “goes too far in his excessive fondness
for Homer….He keeps his keen gaze focused on Homer with the goal of
imitating not just his grandeur but also his straightforwardness, the
vividness of his speech, and his quiet majesty.” 21 Suetonius agreed,
writing: “Last of all he began the ‘Aeneid,’ a varied and complicated
theme, and as it were a mirror of both of the poems of Homer; moreover
it treated Greek and Latin personages and affairs in common, and
contained at the same time an account of the origin of the city of Rome
and of Augustus, which was the poet’s special aim.” 22
Yet, it is intriguing to note that the value of the Aeneid is
increased rather than diminished by its roots in Homer and Greek
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mythology. Otis argues that Vergil did “set out to write an OdysseyIliad.” 23 However, Vergil’s epic is much more than a Romanized
Homeric, though he obviously admired and drew from Homer. The
Greek themes and ideas Vergil used as fuel actually enhance the value of
his poem, for they place Roman heritage on par with Greek heritage and
justify a sense of national superiority.
The main character and namesake of Vergil’s poem is Aeneas,
who first appeared in Homer’s Iliad as, “Aeneas, whom fair Aphrodite
conceived to Anchises amid the spurs of Ida, a goddess couched with a
mortal man.” 24 Vergil takes this main character and translates his
backstory to the Roman equivalent, replacing Aphrodite with Venus, the
Roman goddess of love. As Levi points out, Vergil chose to center his
epic around “the only Roman hero who meshed with the Iliad and the fall
of Troy.” 25 Lineage is not the only parallel with the Homeric epics. After
the Trojan war, Aeneas and his men sail in search of a new land, with the
gods guiding their every step—much like Homer’s Odysseus. The
difference lies in that Odysseus returned home, whereas Aeneas had to
discover a home. Obvious as these parallels may seem, scholars still
debate their significance. Haecker argues that Aeneas does not resemble
Odysseus in the slightest, because Aeneas travelled away from his home,
and Odysseus returned to his. 26 However, the difference in direction does
not negate the similarities between the two characters.
The idea that the Romans descended from the Trojans did not
originate with Vergil. Rather, he drew on the ideas of early Greek writers
that made Aeneas the founder of Rome. Before the Aeneid, Aeneas
already had a reputation as the son of Venus and father of the Roman
23
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race. Titus Lucretius Carus, an Epicurean, lived c. 94-55 BC, well before
Vergil penned the Aeneid. In his Invocation to Venus, he began by
saying, “Mother of Aeneas and his race, delight of men and gods, lifegiving Venus…” 27 The concept of divine origin plays a critical role in
Roman self-esteem. By having Aeneas born to Venus, the Roman
goddess of love, Vergil used the Aeneid to inject “into the mythical past
the origin of certain historical institutions of his own day” and give the
Romans a heritage they could be proud of. 28
Another example of the Vergil turning myth into legend appears
in the Game of Troy, which is established in Book V of the Aeneid.
Vergil did not originate the idea of the Trojan games. Julius Caesar
“seems to have been the first to identify the game [of Troy] with the city”
in order to highlight Roman descent from the Trojans—and Caesar’s
descent from Aeneas. 29 The story said that Ascanius-Iulus, Aeneas’ son,
participated in the games and passed the tradition on to the Romans. 30
Yet again, Vergil adopted and adapted a myth surrounding Rome’s
legacy and solidified it into a tangible written form.
The Roman religion receives an interesting treatment in the
Aeneid. In many ways, it appears that the Greek gods have simply been
varnished with Roman characteristics. In Bailey’s discussion of Vergil’s
use of religion, he splits the Roman gods into three categories: gods with
Greek names, gods with Greek and Roman names, and gods with Roman
names. Many of the gods were based on a Greek idea, and though their
characteristics were Romanized, their names did not change. This was
true of gods such as Apollo, Cybele, Aeolus, and Iris. Some gods had
titles in both languages: Liber-Bacchus, Pallas-Minerva, and Faunus-Pan.
Other gods had become fully drawn into the Roman canon, name and all.
27
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These gods included Ceres, Mars, and Neptunus. 31 The Aeneid did not
necessarily create these ideas, but it indicates the thought of its era—a
fluidity between Greek and Roman religious concepts.
The translation of Homeric ideas into the Aeneid helped establish
Vergil’s work, as yet another instance of the similarity between the epics
appears in sections concerning the underworld. In Book XI of the
Odyssey, Odysseus made sacrifices, conversed with several of his dead
companions, and prayed “to might Hades and dread Persephone.” 32
Likewise, in Book VI of the Aeneid, before entering the underworld,
Aeneas had a priest make sacrifices and call “on Hecate, strong in hell
and heaven” before he went to the underworld. 33
Aeneas and Odysseus share another quality in common: a
weakness for women. Homer’s Odyssey discusses Odysseus’ dilemma
when he stays with the goddess Circe, who had turned his men into
swine. Odysseus went to her house and convinced her to turn his men
back into humans, but even after this, his party remained with her for an
entire year before they moved to follow the quest that the gods gave
Odysseus: to go to Hades. 34 Vergil’s hero, Aeneas, had a similar
experience when Dido of Carthage fell in love with him and trapped him
into what she considered a marriage. Mercury visited Aeneas on behalf
of Jove and admonished him for “forgetting your own kingdom that
awaits you.” 35 After that, Aeneas devised a plan to steal away, but he
failed. Dido confronted him and when Aeneas refused to stay with her,
Dido became so distraught that she committed suicide and Aeneas saw
the smoke from her pyre as he sailed away. 36 In both instances, the hero
31
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of the story stayed with a woman and forgot about his mission until the
plan of the gods intervened.
Vergil intentionally discusses points of contention between the
Trojans and the Greeks, especially pertaining to the Trojan War that
drove Aeneas and his men from the city. The Aeneid discusses how they
“cursed Ulysses’ motherland.” 37 When Aeneas tells the tale of being
routed from Troy, he reflects on the infamous Trojan horse: “Hear how
the Greek plot worked: this single crime shows them for what they all
are.” 38 Vergil paints the Trojan horse as an act of cowardice and Hector’s
military prowess as admirable. Throughout the Aeneid, he elaborates on
points of animosity between the Greeks and Romans to create a stronger
sense of solidarity among the Romans. A shared enemy makes friends
out of foes.
Though the Aeneid portrayed Rome’s history, it also served as a
representation of the Augustan era. Vergil wrote it as an Augustan, that
is, an epic about Augustus intended to glorify him. 39 The Augustan Age
served as the catalyst and the watermark that made the Aeneid successful.
Augustus requested that Vergil write something to honor him, and Vergil
combined strands of mythology with praise of Augustus in the epic.
On September 2, 31 BC, Augustus achieved victory over Marcus
Antonius and Cleopatra at the infamous battle of Actium. This battle led
to Roman control of Egypt, and, at last, Roman peace had been
accomplished and the Temple of Janus closed its doors. 40 This was no
small feat, and it marked the beginning of Augustus’ control over Rome.
Cassius Dio, a Greek historian, wrote, “at this point for the first time
Octavian alone held all the power of the state in his hands, and
37
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accordingly the calculation of the years of his reign should, strictly
speaking, be made from that day.” 41 Therefore, one of the most
important elements in the Aeneid’s portrayal of Roman history is
Aeneas’ shield, forged by the fires of Vulcan. This shield portrayed the
future of Rome: Romulus and Remus, the Sabine women, and, most
importantly, Actium: The bronze-braced fleets at Actium, in the middle,
were lined up there to see. All of Leucate was seething with them. Gold
shone on the waves. Caesar Augustus led the Roman forces— Senate
and people, hearth gods, mighty sky gods. 42
The battle of Actium served as the summit of Augustus’
achievements that are discussed in the epic: here, Augustus is seen in his
triumphant glory. For the first 150 years of his existence, Vergil was
greatly admired. Wiliams argues that this is because the Aeneid served as
the Roman national poem, but also because of Vergil’s technical
virtuosity. 43 He was regarded as the master of the Latin language, and
partially because of this, his works became the grammar texts of
schoolchildren in Latium.
In a letter to Augustus, Horace summed up the Roman view of
Vergil: “Alexander was a good judge of painting and sculpture, but in
poetry his taste was Boeotian, for he paid the wretched Choerilus for his
poor verses. You, on the contrary, have chosen Virgil and Varius to sing
your exploits, and you know that no sculptor reproduces the features of
heroes more faithfully than the poet does their souls.” 44 Horace
concludes his letter by deferring his own modest talent to Vergil’s
expertise. “If I could do so, I should much prefer to sing your praises, but
you are worthy of a greater poet.” 45
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Vergil’s influence did not end with the fall of the Roman empire;
it reaches into the literature of the next millennium. Dante Alighieri was
born in 1265 AD and died in 1321 AD. A poet, native of Florence, and
admirer of Vergil, he is most famous for The Divine Comedy. In this
work, Dante uses himself as the main character and makes the poet
Vergil as a character that acts as his guide. The first section, Commedia,
begins with Dante “searching through a dark wood, the right way blurred
and lost” and running for his life. 46 Then, Dante finds Vergil and, in awe
of his poetic idol, pleads for Vergil’s help in escaping danger. Seeing
Dante’s distress, Vergil agrees, “Therefore, considering what’s best for
you, I judge that you should follow, I should guide, and hence through an
eternal space lead on.” 47 Vergil then serves as Dante’s guide “through
Hell and up the mountain of Purgatory.” 48
Dante’s work is significant in this discussion because it
demonstrates that, more than a thousand years after Vergil’s life, another
poet chose to incorporate him into a major undertaking that served as
cutting edge commentary on Christianity and the nature of the afterlife.
The Aeneid did far more than simply make an impression on the people
of its own time. The epic provided a sense of national identity, but also
served as a work of art that allowed other writers and thinkers to engage
with it about identity, faith, and more. Vergil did not write a one-hit
wonder; he wrote a poem that has influenced thought for thousands of
years.
Still, Vergil’s epic had not finished influencing culture. Williams
addresses this in his discussion of the English Augustan Age, which he
defines as “the Neo-Classical period beginning with Dryden and
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stretching well on into the eighteenth century.” 49 Dryden, too, respected
Vergil’s work immensely. He admired the ethical aspects of the Aeneid,
and he saw in it a past reflection of his personal perspectives. In the
Aeneid, Dryden “found…the public voice of Rome.” 50 Vergil’s legacy
through the Aeneid has continued for century upon century, irreversibly
shaping the western world.
The Aeneid’s legacy influenced Roman nationalism, but it did
not end there. Through his epic, Vergil influenced the works of Dante,
Dryden, and more. He created a tangible literary work that crystallized
the myths swirling around Rome’s foundation and attached them to
Rome’s ruler, Augustus. Through the Aeneid, Vergil exalted Augustus
and created a written source for his divinity. Vergil adopted Homer’s
concepts and brought them into a different context, successfully utilizing
another poet’s themes in his own work. He defined Roman nationalism,
glorified Augustus, and provided a window into the bridge between
Greek and Roman concepts. Vergil has earned his reputation as one of
the greatest poets of all time.
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A DECONSTRUCTION OF THE DISCOURSES ON LIVY: A
BIOGRAPHY OF NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI AND HIS
POLITICAL LEGACY
By Matthew Frye
One certain Florentine stands today in infamy for his work
among the panoply of political theorists. Niccolo Machiavelli is
preceded by his reputation; the backlash to his work has immortalized
his very name and created an adjective for the political machinations of
his design. Reactionaries have turned the Florentine author into an antiChrist of political thought. The trouble with this stereotype is that it
overlooks critical details of Machiavelli’s life and the political context of
his day. While Machiavelli’s amoral approach to politics is the subject
of considerable controversy, a closer examination provides new
perspectives. This paper examines the humanist background of
Machiavelli’s time and his rebellion against the Aristotelian and
Christian values permeating the culture.
Machiavelli’s Discourses on Livy, the succeeding work to The
Prince, is a representation of his political thought and a model as to how a
republican government functions effectively. The work also functions as
an outcry against the political corruption and violence of Machiavelli’s
day. Childhood, education, and career choice greatly influence the mind
of men, and Machiavelli’s past gives great foreshadowing to the subject
material and style of his prose. The Machiavelli Family was the silver
medalist of the Florentine political elite, serving as subordinates to the
acting members of Florentine politics. 1 Niccolo’s father, Bernado
Machiavelli sought after a law position, but suffered from annual debt
problems, preventing his pursuance of the legal profession. Bernado was
then kicked out of Florence for a period of time due to his connections to
a conspiracy in the city. This inactivity meant that Bernado had to become
1
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frugal financially to support his family. The image of Bernado
Machiavelli taking measures to secure his family’s livelihood echoes with
the figure of the Prince acting for his subjects’ good. 2
After failing to pursue the legal opportunities before him, Bernado
attempted to experience them vicariously through his son Niccolo, which
is reflected in the quality of education and career he would achieve.
Niccolo’s father had accumulated an impressive library of legal and
humanist texts, which served to prepare him for the position as Second
Chancellor of Florence. 3 The young Niccolo focused on his studies in
Latin and the language’s grammar by his father’s decision. Included in
Niccolo’s curriculum were the works of Cicero, borrowed from outside
sources, to expand his horizons in preparation for the future. 4 The
adolescent Niccolo Machiavelli worked as a copyist of Latin works,
including his revisions of the texts. He would later produce a far more
critical version of Lucretius based upon his own life experiences. There
was no sign that the young Machiavelli agreed with the work’s
perspective, but his pathos in text discloses a deep-seated interest in the
question of free will for humanity. This philosophical foray is the first
inclination of Machiavelli’s profundity. 5
Machiavelli was raised and educated with all the trappings of a
humanist background. However, Machiavelli’s work life did not match
the image of an affluent, well-educated Florentine. Bernado Machiavelli
had not taught his son survive in Florence, a city built of small shops and
crafts. However, Niccolo Machiavelli had a providential reference for
later employment with his childhood friendship with Giuliano Medici,
whose family ties recommended Machiavelli to a prominent position as
the Second Chancellor of Florence. 6
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The first surviving political document of Machiavelli’s is a 1498
letter to Ricciardio Becchi, a Florentine official to the papal curia and a
critic of Savonarola. Girolamo Savonarola is the friar responsible for
raising Florence into fanatical religious fervor, which resulted in the
“Bonfire of the Vanities” in 1497. Becchi demanded a report of
Savonarola’s actions for the Papacy, which included preaching to a
partisan party in Florence and warning of an unnamed tyrant set to
arrive. Machiavelli responded with a scathing analysis, saying,
“[Savonarola] has changed his coat… he trims with the times and colors
his fibs.” In this primary political document, key elements of
Machiavelli’s political ideas appear: Machiavelli’s view towards religion
is secular in purpose. He believes that Savonarola acts on ulterior
motives, not the religious zeal that fuels the friar’s supporters. Taking
advantage of the people is akin to the survival instincts of an animal, as
Savonarola uses any means necessary to gather partisan supporters to his
side to defend himself. 7
The venom with which Machiavelli wrote against Savonarola
served him well, but only in the reactionary period following the fall of
the friar. After the collapse of Savonarola’s political faction in 1498,
coinciding with the fall of the Medici regime, the government of
Florence turned from the oligarchic rule of the Medici to a revival of
republican government. A Great Council of approximately three
thousand citizens held supreme power with a lesser Council of Eighty to
present nominees to its chancery. Machiavelli came to the office of
second chancellor in February 1498 but lost his seat to a member of
Savonarola’s frateschi party.
The methods of election in the Florentine republic had
traditionally excluded its offices of the chancery from the sphere of
Florentine politics, since its responsibilities included foreign policy and
the city’s diplomacy. During the preceding years to Machiavelli’s
election, the chancery had become factionalized, becoming filled with
7
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Medicean supporters during their regime and spiraling into political
turmoil after their fall. The chancery majorities were either for or against
Savonarola, and the friar’s frateschi party held a majority. 8 In three short
months, the Council purged the entire frateschi party from its rank and
Machiavelli received his new career as the second chancellor on June 19,
1498. 9
The office of the second chancellor was the second-in-command
position of the external policies of Florence. In theory, the first
chancellor had the responsibility of managing Florentine foreign
relations, while his second handled Florentine business in foreign areas
as well as in Florence’s subject territories. In actual practice, as
Machiavelli’s duties display, there was considerable overlap between the
offices of first and second chancellor. As a second chancellor,
Machiavelli’s duties effectively made him a secretary for the Florentine
government. With access to the papers and letters circulating through the
government, Machiavelli had access to the secrets of Florence. So-called
secretaries “…had competence, owing to their discretion and to their
particular trustworthiness, over more serious matters affecting popular
government, and nothing was to be kept secret from them.” 10
Machiavelli’s office of second chancellor allowed him to perform duties
including foreign missions for Florence. Machiavelli later served as
administrator for the newly created Florentine militia – a product of his
invention and political perseverance. Yet the primary duty of a
chancellor was writing political correspondence. One of the notable
responsibilities of Machiavelli was acting as a courier, negotiator, and
diplomat for Florence, occasionally taking him abroad to France as well
as German provinces. 11 Here Machiavelli witnessed various conditions
of the governments in Europe, taking note of the military condition of the
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Swiss armies and the oddity of the German “free states.” A key
component of Machiavelli’s travels to said “free states” is his
observations of the character of its citizens. The Germans he observed
maintained wealthy public treasuries to insure the funding for public
services, while the citizens lived frugally and effectively, without a
wealthy aristocracy to create arbitrary domination of wealth or classes.12
In his later writings, Machiavelli always referred back to the German
provinces with praise, citing it as where “a good part of that ancient
goodness reigns” and that “[it] remains only in that province.” 13 He
would likely look back with nostalgia to Germany for examples of a
republic in his later life.
Machiavelli’s enthusiasm and industry were channeled into his
chancery work. Machiavelli carried out over forty diplomatic missions
for Florence and the Medici family in his fourteen years of office.14
Florence became the exception to the Italian contemporary scene.
Machiavelli had no more responsibility than his predecessor, Alessandro
Braccesi, but Machiavelli made better use of his position, fulfilling its
potential. 15
The activity and energy Machiavelli put into his career would
suggest that he possessed a high degree of influence on Florentine
politics. However, Machiavelli was considered “a bureaucrat who
occasionally pursued an independent line in diplomacy.” 16 Florence’s
premier judge Piero Soderini trusted Machiavelli, but not to the degree
where Machiavelli influenced official policy. Machiavelli was the
official representative of Florence’s military council, the Ten of War,
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engaging in copious amount of correspondence with the officials.
Furthermore, going against the self-serving, sneaky and amoral
stereotype often associated with Machiavelli, the man showed no
indication of partisan activity during his career, going so far as to not
only gain the friendship of Soderini’s supporters, but his opponents as
well. 17 Machiavelli made multiple attempts, although to little success, to
ameliorate the bonds between Soderini and his political opponents.
Machiavelli’s longing for a return to the nostalgic age of justice
and republics was his response to the political environment in Florence.
Florence had become a city rife with factionalism, personal favor,
bribery, nepotism, and corruption by the end of the fifteenth century. In
the face of this rampant corruption and disruption of republican
government, it is no wonder that Machiavelli developed a cynicism and
the political survival instincts attributed to him today. 18 The perception of
Machiavelli as a political theorist would be further complicated by the
ambiguity of political terminology of his day. The support of a political
groups’ policy on one point was often confused, as it is today, with
factional support for all views of that party. 19
Machiavelli’s real political thought is foreshadowed in his
writings on republican viewpoints with the establishment of a Florentine
militia. In Machiavelli’s day, various city-states did not militarize armies
created out of the ranks of their citizens, such as the Greek polis model.
Rulers and republics decided to use funding from the Renaissance
economy to utilize mercenary forces to settle disputes. In one scale, this
led to far less bloodshed on the field, except that it now made payment
the determining factor of war, neither courage nor loyalty to one’s nation.
On the other side of the scale, mercenary soldiers had no reason to care,
while the Italian man of the age was beset by passions while forced to
17
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never “ruffle feathers,” so to speak. 20 Machiavelli, a devout admirer of
Republican thought, attempted to regain the accountability of the
individual citizen to his or her state with the militia. It should also be
noted that in his theories of republicanism in Book I of the Discourses,
Machiavelli expands the political avenues and agency of the populace in
the models of Roman government. 21
Machiavelli’s numerous travels abroad further increased his
dissatisfaction for the Florentine model of government. He wrote the
Florentine Histories in 1526 as an attempt to curry favor with the Medici
family, but he still could not avoid addressing the issues in Florence’s
history of divisional factionalism. Machiavelli himself, in this
glorification of Florence’s history, points out the issue by the silence of it
in the current city’s historical records in the preface of the book. 22
Machiavelli, although incredibly critical of his home state’s methods,
saw a ray of hope in its problems. Machiavelli also wrote a Discourse on
Florentine Affairs during the same time period as the Histories. When
read alongside the Histories, Florentine Affairs appears to provide
solutions to these problems. 23 He claims Florence’s vigor is a reflection
of its political dissensions, for many other cities had fallen under the
same symptoms, but Florence continues on. The challenge for Florence,
according to Machiavelli, was to create a new government fit to manage
20
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itself and reroute tensions unto glory. 24 This line of thought
foreshadowed a critical piece of Machiavelli’s later publication,
Discourses on Livy.
Machiavelli had a long history of failures that shaped his
political thought. When the Florentine Republic collapsed, Machiavelli
lost his position as the second chancellor, and was subsequently exiled
from Florence. During this period Machiavelli began a correspondence
with Florentine ambassador Francesco Vettori, out of which arose the
majority of the subjects covered in The Prince. 25 In The Prince,
Machiavelli releases his pent-up vitriol against the political corruption of
the Italian city-states, citing the multitude of military and political sins
that had crippled Italy and Florence in his lifetime. The radical nature of
Machiavelli’s suggestions was of little consequence to him at the time.
Florence had fallen from grace and the radical actions prescribed in The
Prince were, in his mind, justified precautions to preserve the new rulers’
authority. 26 Examining the historical context of The Prince, it can be
argued that Machiavelli wrote it as a piece to warn readers of the actions
tyrants and princes would use to secure their power.
After writing The Prince, Machiavelli shifted his pen to a critical
and realistic examination of politics. He returned to his childhood
education in classical authors and life experience in the Florentine
Republic. The product of this return to classical thought would be a
guide to an effective republic, modeled after the Romans: The Discourses
on the First Decade of Titus Livy. 27 Machiavelli completed the text in
November 1519, on the day when one of its dedicatees, Cosimo Rucellai,
was buried. Evidence suggests Rucellai was Machiavelli’s impetus to
write the Discourses, as the Rucellai family held a famous series of
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literary discussions in their gardens. An attendee of the discussions and
friend of Machiavelli, Filippo de’Nerli describes the group as, “young
Latinists of high intellect [who] had met for a long time in the
Rucellai Gardens … [who] exercised themselves a great deal … through
Latin.” 28
The neoclassical ideals rooted in Ancient Greece and Rome
found a voice in Florence and in others. Florence became the mixing
bowl of neoclassical thought, ideas and political experimentation. 29 One
such voice was Giovanni Villani, who walked with the father of
humanism, Petrarch, through the ruins of Rome and returned eager to
write. Italy had not fallen into the feudalism of the rest of continental
Europe during the Middle Ages, and the newly-minted independence of
city-states called its citizens to send its ideas into the world. 30 The
conundrum facing Villani and the humanists of the day was to create a
humanist republic, which simultaneously desired to place a universality
of values into a finite and specific governmental structure. The issue
humanists faced was the unpredictability of fate and opportunity. If the
humanists could resolve one or both problems presented, then an
impossible dream could be
fulfilled. 31
Unfortunately for Villani, the study of classical thought failed to
reproduce the designs desired, as further study revealed imitation as
either impossible or undesirable. 32 Francesco Guicciardini wrote upon
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this condition, saying, “How mistaken are those who quote the Romans
at every step. One would have to have a city with exactly the same
conditions as theirs and then act according to their example.” 33
Guicciardini was one of Machiavelli’s close friends but also one of the
critics of his Discourses. Machiavelli had a penchant for bold
speculation, supporting his theories with historical information gleaned
from his classical education. Guicciardini, in contrast, approached the
same topic with heavy suspicion and distrust of analogies from history.
Machiavelli held fast to a neoclassical view for his utopia. 34
The Discourses on Livy is effectively a commentary on Livy’s History of
Rome, broken into three books: the first addresses the principles
underlying the creation and longevity of a successful republic, the second
chronicles the expansion of Rome, and the third presents the great leaders
during the period of the Roman Republic. Machiavelli draws heavily
from Book VI of Polybius, with his model of the three good and bad
governments, and suggests the material was familiar to his readers in
confronting the issue of Rome’s constitutional reformations. The popular
political thought was the concept of the body politic: that a child born
healthy will achieve much more than a child born ill. It then follows that
a poorly constructed state will fail to flourish. Machiavelli believed that
the early constitutional reforms of Rome were akin to sailors rebuilding a
poor ship in the open ocean. 35
Writers on Machiavelli have spent time and ink debating what
the Florentine meant when he said the Discourses would be traveling “a
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new route.” 36 Machiavelli boasted that he would use historical evidence
properly, unlike the “proud indolence” of Christian states. Unfortunately,
Machiavelli failed to distinguish neither who these states are nor the
uniqueness for his approach to history compared to previous writers.
There is evidence that Machiavelli held genuine contempt for the
aristocratic practice of replicating ancient statuary, as the men who did so
held little to no regard for the ideas and men responsible for said art. 37
Machiavelli often asserts that contemporary readers of history fail to
imitate the deeds they read about, and instead take pleasure only in the
variety of stories. Machiavelli held that change in these was, “not only
difficult, but impossible, as though heaven … and men had changed …
and were different from what they were in ancient times.” 38
Unfortunately, as determined as Machiavelli was to analyze and
copy the Roman model, he failed to recognize the milieu of cultural,
social, and religious differences that made Renaissance Italy and Rome
so unlike each other. Machiavelli’s best friend and critic, Guicciardini,
echoed the complaint. Attempts persisted until the French Revolution to
imitate Rome, followed with similar disappointment. 39 Furthermore,
Machiavelli’s admiration for the past did not translate to historical
accuracy. While the structure of the Early Roman Republic was the best
match for Machiavelli’s political experience, Livy’s material did not
cover the appropriate issues he sought after. Machiavelli desired “a
return to first principles” which is better found in the Punic Wars, three
hundred years before Livy. The Reforms of Emperor Augustus would
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provide better evidence for a “return to first principles” as envisioned by
Machiavelli. 40
Machiavelli examined history by following Polybius’ model of
cyclical history: the creation of “good” governments and subsequent
corruption into “bad” governments. An earlier author in 1330, Bartolo of
Sassoferrato, believed that Rome had gone beyond Polybius’ classic
model of six forms of government, claiming that the empire had evolved
into a “monstrous” seventh kind. The Rome of the 1330s overextended
itself across Europe, splitting itself into dioceses (states), each under a
governor. The consequence of this action resulted in a series of
governors who took initiative, ignoring the authority of the Emperor of
Rome. Bartolo described it as “a single body with a weak head, and
many other heads stronger than that one, contesting among
themselves.” 41 Machiavelli attempts to reconcile this evolving view of
governance with his concept of an unpredictable “Wheel of Fate” and the
influence of fortune. 42
Fortune (or Fate) is a consistent and convenient view of the
world that maintains that Man has little influence upon his own
condition. Machiavelli himself was tempted to succumb to that fatalistic
idea, but he could not give up the element of human freedom.43 Instead,
he compromised, saying, “fortune is the arbiter of half our actions, …it
lets us control roughly the other half.” 43 This perspective justifies the
mercurial attitudes of the rulers Machiavelli recommends: in a world of
unpredictability, Machiavelli saw it beneficial to one’s survival to
40
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maintain the cunning of a fox and the force of a lion in political
activity.45 Without the historical context, this view becomes the “ends
justify the means” label often associated with Machiavelli.
Livy and Polybius believed that the tumults and divisions in the
early Roman Republic were threats to the state’s survival, while
Machiavelli held that the divisions in the Republic’s youth were vital to
the state’s health. Basing his reasoning on the old medical science of the
physical humours (where an imbalance of one of the four humours
produced ill effects), Machiavelli applied the same principles to the early
Roman Republic. In an active body, politic or physical, the humours are
active and in constant motion, and likewise in the Discourses,
Machiavelli recommended that differing political desires and ambitions
combine to serve the state they both wanted to benefit. 44 His
recommendation holds historical precedent. In the early Roman
Republic, the plebeian class was granted the right to secession, or the
ability to secede from the Republic until their demands were met. This
provided incredibly effective courts, political positions, and rights for the
plebeian class that would secure their position in the Roman Republic.
Machiavelli argued this point by examining the examples of Venice and
Sparta, two insular, powerful states that had suppressed the political
tumult in their societies at the expense of their own expansion and glory.
By removing the potential for healthy political unrest in their systems,
they created a cycle of stagnation, whereas Rome had utilized its
constitution to “vent” itself and open the avenue to expand the evergrowing political creature. 45
However, Machiavelli knew that not all political humours could
negotiate towards a common goal. He cited multiple examples from
44
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history when indecision crippled and spelt death for a political regime,
such as when French King Louis XII overthrew Milan, and Florence
doomed it by delaying decision on a treaty. 46 Florence itself tended to
lack political urgency, which was the source of many problems.
Machiavelli warned his premier judge Piero Soderini for decisive action,
but his advice fell upon deaf ears. Soderini believed that through
goodwill and patience he could wear away those who opposed his
regime, for he believed that to rise up and strike down his opponents
(even for the sake of security) would be a breach of the laws and civil
equality. 47 In terms of a body, Soderini would choose to ignore a cancer
as long as the patient looked normal.
The greatest concept Machiavelli put in his works is virtú. The
concept has no Christian religious connotations with virtue, as
Machiavelli draws from the Ancient Greek value of the glory of the state.
The qualities for glory of the state come first for the leader in The Prince,
and for the benefit of the citizens in Discourses. Citizens in a strong
republic have the character to be honest and mutually loyal to their nation
in the Discourses, while the ruler described in Machiavelli’s Prince must
be ready to use his wit and resources to equally befriend and destroy
one’s enemies. 48
The Renaissance in Italy had reached its zenith, and mankind had
become inundated with new ideas. However, the influx of political
thought and individualism appeared to herald a collapse of the political
environment, and Machiavelli saw a connection between Italy’s
condition and the morality of its populace, saying, “We Italians are
irreligious and corrupt above others.” Machiavelli claimed the moral
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situation was the result “because the Church and representatives set us
the worst example.” 49
The Christian practice of turning the other cheek and a focus on
the other world created submissiveness in spirit that disgusted
Machiavelli. 50 The second chancellor did not entirely despise the
Church, as in the twelfth chapter of the Discourses he wrote that the
peninsula of Italy would have united had men taken the answers to
questions they asked to God as Providence. However, the entire chapter
is dedicated to how Italy had been ruined by the Roman Church.
Machiavelli cited the two great problems as the facts that the Roman
Church still held first obligation to the Italians, despite the clergy’s
wickedness, and that it held enough power to keep Italy divided amongst
itself, rather than unite it. 51 By establishing a “temporary power” in
government under a “higher power” of religion, the Papacy and its Papal
States created a political copy of the mythical Tithonus, who wished for
eternal life, but did not receive eternal youth.
The final point Machiavelli expounds in the Discourses echoes
Polybius’ cyclical idea of history. Machiavelli’s pessimistic view
towards humanity is reflected in grim acceptance of the impermanence of
any form of government. Therefore, connecting back to his political
survival instinct in the hectic world of Florence, Machiavelli continues to
assert that every step be taken wholeheartedly that will insure the
country’s freedom. 52 Unfortunately, Machiavelli’s pessimism reflects
the harsh reality that nothing lasts forever. Whether or not a reader
agrees to that truth creates the schism of reaction against or agreement
with Machiavelli’s “anything goes” attitude. 53
In terms of influence on political thought, some have placed
Machiavelli on the same pedestal as Aristotle. Unfortunately, this praise
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overlooks Machiavelli’s emphasis on glory in government, not the
Aristotelian “common good.”56 Furthermore, while the Florentine has
become synonymous with his specific methodology of political practice,
Machiavelli was never in a position to implement his philosophy and his
works were only published posthumously in 1532.57 Most of the attention
for his controversial subjects came from mankind’s natural inclination to
investigate the taboo, for The Prince, Discourses on Livy, and a majority
of Machiavelli’s works were listed in Pope Paul IV’s list of prohibited
books in 1559.
The backlash of the Catholic Church and the Jesuits are to be
expected considering Machiavelli’s standing, but special mention should
be given to Tommaso Bozio: a church historian who plunged into a hatefueled tirade against Machiavelli. Point by point Bozio lambasted each
idea of Machiavelli, going so far as to argue that the Earth had had no
“good rulers” before Constantine. 54
In sharp relief, by the time of the Italian Enlightenment, multiple
authors referred to Machiavelli as the man by whom Italian patriotism
could flourish once again. In one instance, Vittorio Alfieri argued in his
short booklet that the Discourses were the true way to find Machiavelli’s
heart in political and moral truths. While Alfieri notes that a handful of
immoral and tyrannical ideas exist in The Prince, he argues that these
serve the purpose of a cautionary tale to the people – the readers – of the
deliberate schemes and cruelties that all princes will use at one time or
another. This cautionary tale urges those reading the Discourses to better
emulate the qualities of the republican citizen. Similarly, the first Italian
Romantic poet, Ugo Foscolo, follows similar logic and states Machiavelli
shows people the moral toil on the ruler, its real nature beyond “pomp
and laurels,” to reinforce how a great state is built on its great citizens. 55
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Unfortunately, as time progressed in Europe, men appreciated the colder,
scientific approach to politics, and figures such as the Fascists and Benito
Mussolini took interest in Machiavelli’s ideas of necessity of an
authoritarian trait in the ruler. 56
However, the longest lasting influence from Machiavelli is the
peculiar kinship modern executives, whether in business or politics,
possess in the qualities he desired for esecuzioni. 57 Previous
philosophers had proposed solutions to the conundrums where law was
ineffective, and whereby the virtuous ruler would supersede the problems
in law and his power and intercede. A “natural law” by the virtue of the
ruler would be made apparent and overrule the written legal statutes for
the situation. Machiavelli, on the other hand, denies the possibility of a
“natural law” in humanity, instead resorting to the concept that executive
force can compel obedience by the power exerted in its actions. 58 Seven
elements of executive power appear in Machiavelli’s work conducive to
the modern executive: capital punishment, a primacy of war and foreign
affairs over peace and domestic affairs, usage of indirect government –
so that the leading force appears to be a group other than the ruler, the
value of secrecy, a need for decisiveness, an erosion of the differences
between groups, and the responsibility of the executive to take glory and
blame. 59
In summation, Niccolo Machiavelli was indeed a rebel against
the Aristotelian and Christian values of his time. However, he was a
product of the humanist age, where multitudes of like minds strived to
the past for the glories of the ancient republics. A republic that was long
desired to be grasped, but rarely achieved. Machiavelli, well educated in
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political function and its failures in his career, attempted to recreate a
republic with his pessimistic outlook on life, in order to escape from the
political failings he had lived and died under. Unfortunately, the
attention garnered by the reaction made him both infamous and
implemented in the present day.
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THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOREVER: THE
EVOLUTION OF THE BIBLE IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
By Austin Taylor
One of God’s greatest gifts to mankind is His Word. The author
of the Hebrew epistle, through divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
declared that the Word of God is “is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart” 1. Perhaps man’s greatest gift to his own kind is the
ability to read the Word in his own vernacular. The pioneers who fought
to make Biblical translation a reality met ferocious resistance to their
work; however, they managed to fulfill a prophetic prediction made by
William Tyndale: “. . . a boy who drives a plough will know more of the
Scriptures than [priests] do.” Through the literal blood, sweat, and tears of
a few brave men, the translation of the Bible into the English vernacular
repositioned the individual’s spiritual enlightenment over the wrongfully
assumed dominance of corrupted ecclesiastical authority.
Even though Jerome’s Latin Vulgate was present in England, the
first instance of an attempt to Anglicize the Bible was in the 700’s with
Caedmon. He wrote poetry inspired by Scripture, however the only
surviving piece of his work is a hymn of creation based on Genesis. In her
dissertation, Well and Truly Translated, Lynne Long states that at the time
the Scriptures were introduced in England, there was no literary tradition
to translate the Word into, except poetry 2. Thus, Caedmon used an
“established poetic formula…as a vehicle for Bible translation” 3.
Caedmon’s writings connected not only to the monks in the monastery,
1
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but also to the common people, making it easier for people to become
familiar with Scripture through poetry.
People, like Aldhelm the Bishop of Sherborne, began to emulate
Caedmon, and English Biblical poetry soon sprang up. The Psalms were
the first pieces translated from the Latin, and the Psalter was a common
teaching book for training priests, in which teachers would often gloss
the stanzas to aid the students. 4 The preservation of Caedmon’s hymn is
due to the Venerable Bede, who included the poem in his 731 Historia
Ecclesiastica. A historian and clergyman, Bede is responsible for giving
us the religious history of the English people, hagiographies, and
numerous works on science, history, and calendar dating, specifically,
the Anno Domini dating system.
While the manuscripts are no longer available, Bede is said to
have diligently translated numerous New Testament passages into
Anglo-Saxon. 5 Since the clergy knew little to no Latin,
Bede also felt compelled to translate the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s
Prayer into the vernacular. 6 Bede’s follower, Cuthbert, alleged that the
final hours of the life of the Venerable Bede were spent frantically trying
to complete a translation of the Gospel of John to finish his translation of
the Gospels into old English. However, Neil R. Lightfoot points out in
his book, How We Got the Bible, no such compilation exists today. 7
Near the end of the ninth century King Alfred the Great made
another attempt to provide an English translation because of the
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“increased status of Anglo-Saxon language and input into the vernacular
literature.” 8 A lifelong scholar, student, and poetry enthusiast, Alfred
saw to the rejuvenation of Anglo-Saxon literature. Long mentions Alfred
keeping a notebook and translating anything he deemed important into
the vernacular. 9
Alfred the Great is most remembered for giving his people a
translation of the first fifty Psalms as well as excerpts from other Biblical
books like Exodus and Acts. He began translating these Psalms, which
make up what later became known as the Paris Psalter, as part of his own
personal devotional studies, but unfortunately, like Bede, he never
finished. 10 Alfred also incorporated Holy Writ into legal documents,
citing the Decalogue at the preface of his own edicts. 11 While his effort
in translation is important, it is really Alfred’s goal of producing an
“environment of learning” in English society which makes his
contribution so important 12. Through his efforts in the battlefield to
protect the Anglo-Saxon heritage, his support of schools with increased
learning in the vernacular, and his strong support of a learned clergy,
Alfred managed to incite a pursuit of knowledge that would last centuries
after his death in 901. 13
Alfred’s renaissance in religious education sparked reform all
over England throughout the 1000s, and the precipice came in the form
of Aelfric of Eynsham. A prolific writer, Aelfric composed Latin
homilies and short hagiographies called saints’ lives in addition to
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translating parts of the Bible and other works into English and Latin. 14
Tristan Major notes in his article “Rebuilding the Tower of Babel:
Aelfric and Translations,” the ironic reluctance of Aelfric to translate out
of the Latin, yet he continued to translate, indicating some sort of internal
moral dilemma on whether to translate or not. 15 Aelfric’s numerous
translations of Old Testament texts were not only notable for their
penmanship and precision, but also because of his motivation and
determination to do so, despite his feelings that he should not.
Major points out Aelfric’s fascination with the Tower of Babel
and the diaspora following the confounding of language. The idea, not
original to Aelfric, was that due to the language barrier, various religions
and interpretations sprang up because there was no united understanding
through a common tongue. This influenced Aelfric’s concern for his
people since they obviously were far removed from the time and culture
of Babel. 16 It was out of a fear of losing innocent souls due to ignorance
of Latin that motivated Aelfric to create a feasible translation to
understand the true meaning of the text-while still avoiding the
misinterpretation of Scripture or a departure into heresy by creating some
twisted version of the faith. Long also adds the dangers of biblical
naiveite to Aelfric’s list of apprehensions to translation:
A combination of exegetical writing and
translation experience gave him an awareness of
the possible dangers of direct translation,
14
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particularly of the Old Testament, in a situation
where the readers did not have the historical or
theological perspective of the difference
between the Old Law and the New. 17
Even though his conscience at times felt like objecting to the work he
was doing, it was out of sincere care and concern for the souls of his
fellow Englishmen that pushed him to continue. It is important to note
that Aelfric’s reluctance to translate is not based upon the convictions of
the Catholics that would follow him in later centuries (translation would
undermine Church authority), but rather the weight of responsibility in
determining the reader’s interpretation through translating (the
audience’s ability to comprehend the text correctly or incorrectly,
leading to the ultimate condition of their souls).18 Lightfoot sheds some
light into the period after Aelfric, beginning with the Norman conquest
of 1066:
The…conquest brought about many changes
in England. Chief among these was a
modification of the language, now known as
Middle English. It was not until the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries before
parts of the Bible were put in English, and
here the names … William of Shoreham and
Richard Rolle stand out. It was their work
on the Psalms in the first half of the
fourteenth century that planted the seed of a
struggle which was to last for two centuries
in putting the Bible in the hands of the
common people. 19
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The Catholic Church, as it grew as an ecclesiastical and political
institution, began to narrow its thinking on the permission to translate
and distribute copies of the Bible to laity. Out of fear of being “found
out” on the numerous instances of corruption within the Church, the
ability to own, read, and study the Bible was reserved only for the
educated clergy, who knew Latin.
The Church only seems to be interested in
your money and your confession… If you
even dared to speak to the local priest about
finding God’s will in the Bible, you would
be rebuffed for asking such a question!
Besides that, he simply would not know the
answer. He only read the Bible in Latin, and
only those portions that were important for
the liturgy. He had never read the whole
Bible himself—ever. And besides, his Latin
skills were not very good—just enough to
mutter a few prayers in church from
memory. 20
The Church then sought out to crush any attempts made by
dissenters who had realized the error within the cathedrals by ultimately
charging one’s life in return for an illegal copy of the Bible. 21 Bible
translation would now have to be done underground, and under very
cautious pretenses.
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A man more than willing to take his chances was John Wycliffe.
He held the position that no matter of who they are, all common people
have value. 22 Lightfoot quotes Wycliffe as saying, “No man was so rude
a scholar but that he might learn the words of the Gospel according to his
simplicity.” 23 Contrary to the beliefs of the Church, Long says that
Wycliffe “promoted the Scriptures as a more secure authority than that of
the Church and rejected the idea of the Bible's exclusivity.” 24 It was this
conviction that made Wycliffe begin the massive task of giving the world
the first complete translation of the Bible into English in 1382. This
work was a rendering of the Vulgate into English, not the original Greek
and Hebrew. Long stresses that Wycliffe’s intention on producing an
English translation was not necessarily to equip all of England with a
copy of Scripture, but rather to reposition his idea of the individual’s’
right to let Divine Scripture be his guide, as superior to the edicts of man
or an ecclesiastic body. Long likens this to the relationship of first
century readers and the connection made through the common language
of koine Greek. 25
FF Bruce contends that the translation of the text out of the
Vulgate made for a more awkward read, saying that the result was “not
characteristically English.” Due to the more advanced grammar and
syntax in Latin than in English—and being a translation of a
translation—Wycliffe’s text was accurate, yet unusually wordy. 26 The
common acceptance, even before Wycliffe’s time, was that the only
proper way to translate was literal, given that Bible is the Law of God.
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Purvey later leaned towards an idiomatic rendering rather than the rigid
literal translation during his revision. 27
Wycliffe’s complete rejection of Catholic dogma made life hard.
He was fired from his teaching position at Oxford. Had it not been for his
loyal followers, the Lollards, who were against the clerical system, he
very well could have ended up being burned at the stake for his radical
beliefs. Wycliffe managed to live a long life amidst the persecution, and
eventually died of natural causes. His followers, however, faced a
different fate: many were executed at the stake, often with their teacher’s
translation in hand. 28 Years following his death, on top of the execution
of his followers, Wycliffe’s body was to be exhumed and pronounced
heretical, burned in a ritual bonfire and his ashes were spread over wide
areas. 29 Wycliffe’s efforts in providing an English Bible would go
unmatched for roughly another 150 years.
Wyclif, by means of something as simple as a
translation, challenged the authority and
hypocrisy of the ecclesiastical system of his day
in terms which could not be ignored,
misrepresented, or manipulated by those in a
position of power. Small wonder that the idea of
translation caused such a storm and became such
a controversial issue.30
The “intertestamental” years between the two largest
contributors of the English Bible (Wycliffe and Tyndale) remains almost
completely silent as far as additions on the translation front. Within the
27

Ibid.
Wallace, “From Wycliffe to James”.
29
Earl Brown, "A Short History of Our English Bible," WRS Journal
10, no. 2 (August 2003), wrs.edu/Materials_for_Web_Site/Journals/10-2 Aug2003/Brown - Short History English Bible.pdf,
28

200

The Word of the Lord Endureth Forever
course of those 150 or so years, however, many important events took
place that primed not only Tyndale’s motives for a people’s text, but also
an audience who would devour it. The Great Papal Schism in 1378 left
parishioners puzzled over who the exact representative of the Christ was
on earth, with three men at once claiming Divine Succession. 30
Caxton and Gutenberg’s presses sparked demand for early printed
editions of the Vulgate and other non-English editions in the 1470s and
80s. 31 The first printed edition of the New Testament in its native tongue
of Greek was published by Erasmus of Rotterdam in 1516, and a year
later, Martin Luther nailed his grievances to the Wittenberg Church’s
door, sparking the Protestant Reformation, along with the monk’s own
translation of Scripture in the Germanic vernacular in 1523. 32
William Tyndale’s fascination with Lutheran theology and
Luther’s translation served as a catalyst for his undertaking of what
would become the first real translation of the Hebrew and Greek into
English. 33 In a now famous meeting between a priest and Tyndale upon
his accusations of spreading Luther’s heresy, Tyndale was told “"We had
better be without God's laws than the Pope's." Tyndale responded: "I
defy the Pope, and all his laws; and if God spares my life, ere many
years, I will cause the boy that driveth the plow to know more of the
Scriptures than thou dost!" And that he did. In fact, Tyndale spent time
in Worms after fleeing Cologne with fragments of Scripture, where he
would finish his translation of the New Testament in 1526. 34 Copies
were immediately sent to England, and the public came out in droves to
purchase them. However, not everyone thought highly of Tyndale’s
work; Catholic sympathizers openly condemned Tyndale’s Bible, and
often confiscated and destroyed the copies distributed. Outspoken critics
30
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such as Thomas More accused the work of heresy in doctrine, mistakes
in translation, and manipulation of the text. 35 These criticisms, however,
did not stop Tyndale from trying to get his people access to the Words of
Life.
Tyndale, who was working to finish the Old Testament
translation, was apprehended by Church authorities, and found guilty of
heresy in 1556. The penalty was to be burned at the stake. 36As the flames
consumed Tyndale, his dying words are reported as being “LORD, open
the eyes of the King of England!” 37 Little did Tyndale know that God
would indeed open the eyes of the King, during the Reign of James I.
Many editions of the Bible came after Tyndale’s. Miles
Coverdale and Matthew used Tyndale’s work as a basis for their
respective translations, and the Coverdale Bible managed to circulate
around England without any objections from the Church or State. 38
The Great Bible was published in 1539 and received a blessing
from Henry VIII. It is the first “authorized” (not by God, but by the
ruling authorities) Bible. This was also done by Miles Coverdale. It was
very large and very heavy, hence the nickname “Great.” This Bible was
in such high demand that the clergy had to chain it to the pulpit to ensure
that it would be there for use in the next service. People were so
desperate to read the Word, that the stole copies of the
Great Bible. This later led to its colloquial name: “The Chained Bible.” 39
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Perhaps the most popular translation after the Tyndale era was
the Geneva Bible, published in 1560 by William Whittingham, brotherin-law to John Calvin. 40 Long states it was widely received because “the
good scholarship contained in the text and partly because of the practical
convenience of the way in which it was presented.” 41 The production of
this Bible mimicked the earlier days of secretive translation in the days
of Luther and Tyndale, and the agenda to spread Protestant theology
around. Mary I was a staunch Catholic who began reigning in England. 42
Under her auspices, the effects of the Protestant Reformation were
reversed, and as she sought to return to what she believed to be
authoritative religion, she “burned books …as well as Protestants.” 43
Despite her efforts to squash the vernacular trend among her subjects,
she simply could not do it. Long describes the popularity of the Geneva
Bible:
… The ordinary people… were now used to
having access to books in the vernacular: the
psalter, the official prayer book…the Geneva
New Testament was easy to read and carry and
the text was divided into manageable units for
easy reference. 44
This Bible became the most widely used translation of its time,
and it is the Bible of Shakespeare and the version brought to America by
the Puritans and pilgrims. 45
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To counter the popular Geneva Bible, the officials within the
English Church began to revise the Great Bible to water down the
Geneva’s teachings on Protestantism, namely the doctrines of Calvinism.
After completion in 1568, the result was the Bishop’s Bible. 46 Even
though it was highly lauded within the ecumenical circles, it never
matched the popularity of the Geneva Bible.
By this point, the Catholic Church began to cease persecuting
Bible translators and decided to take an opportunity to attempt at a
Catholic-sanctioned translation as well. 47 The Douay-Rheims Bible was
released under Catholic blessing in 1582. However, this translation had a
major problem: you could not read it. The text was too “intellectual”,
meaning that only the translators and the highly educated could actually
comprehend it. 48 This was a major issue in providing a feasible
translation because a translation only serves its purpose when it is not
only produced in the language of its audience, but also intended for
everyone who speaks that language. 49 This was indeed the first Catholic
edition of an English Bible, but it was translated out of the Latin Vulgate,
rather than original languages. 50
If only Tyndale knew that God would answer his prayer in the
year 1611 to “open the eyes of the King of England.” The Authorized
Version, better known as the King James Version, sought out to do what
every translation tried to accomplish: provide every single person with a
translation that was suitable for all parties. 51 The new revision of the
Bishop’s Bible came under the Leadership of King James I who
personally sat in meetings with his council on translating. The King and
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Bishop Bancroft created guidelines for the 47 scholars to follow. 52
Lightfoot mentions that James stressed the importance of leaving
unnecessary comments and additions out of this translation to better
appease a larger demographic.53 Work commenced in 1607, and in 1611
the translation was finished. The Bible was dedicated to James (hence the
name the “King James” Bible) and lauded for the work done in support
of uniform service within the churches.
Modifications and revisions began as early as 1613, and rapidly,
the KJV soon became the English Bible. Lightfoot lists several reasons
as to why this version gained so much momentum, with the primary
reasons being advances in Biblical language studies since the age of
Tyndale, and the era being the height of scholarship and academic
pursuance. 54 It is no mistake that this translation has lasted for centuries,
being the last major translation of the Bible until the nineteenth
century. 55 The King James Bible has stood the test of time, and served to
be an excellent translation for its time.
The story of the English Bible is a fascinating, inspiring, and
unfortunately at times agonizing account of the battle for giving the
populace the Word of God. Even from the earliest traces of Biblical
literature in the age of Caedmon, the Scriptures have connected with
people on a personal and spiritual level. Despite the medieval Catholic
Church’s wrongful denial of the laity’s ability to experience the Words
of the Bible in their vernacular, Christ’s words still ring true: “Ye shall
know the Truth; and the Truth shall make you free.” 56 It was the
profound faith of men who were willing to risk and give their lives for
the sake of Truth, and it is nothing short of a miracle that each person
today can hold, own, privately read, and interpret the Bible—the
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foundation of faith and the Law upon which mankind will be judged.
Perhaps, in some sort of clouded Divine Providence, the LORD secured
the right when he said through Peter: “But the word of the Lord endureth
forever: and this is the word which is preached among you.” 57
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